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1 E ee g ee were Writ- 


0 to his wife and children, and to 


| ſome of his friends, during his reſidence 


in Italy, Three of them contain in 
as original a tranſlation in F rench 
verſe of Propertius's Elegy to Cynthia, 
Tibullus's Advice to Lovers, and his 
Cereal Feſtivals. I omitted inſerting. 
theſe poetical eflays, which no doubt 
will be preſented to the public in Mr. 
Darm s poſthumous works, for a very 
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obvious reaſon, Had 1 tranſlated 


they would have been 


flat 1 inſipid; without tranſlating 
them at all, the reader, unacquainted 
with the language, would certainly not 


have been pleaſed; and to inſert them 


with a poetical tranſlation, as I could 


never have dared to attempt a new 
one, I muſt have tranſcribed' the En- 


gliſh lines already extant, which could 


not convey an idea of the excenttic 


author. To have -printed the Latin, 
with the French and Engliſh tranſſa- 


Adel only be ſaffred in » phiolo- 
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n in another letter, to tranflate, 


for the uſe of his fon, Pliny's deferip- 
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TO THEZREADERY in 
tion of the dreadful eruption of Mount 
its ruins, and deprived the werld of - 
that celebrated natural philoſopher, 
Pliny: the eller The tranſlatiof 186 
both faithful and elegant but who Bas 
not been charmed in reading that ef 
Mr. Melmoth? It would have BW 
therefore! preſutnptidm in me to Hüve 
attempted rendering agam this de- 
ſcription into Engliſh, | This; hope, 
will be a ſafficient apology” for oft | 
ting theſo four, and altering the fm. 
ber of the originat letteks. 
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But a fault, and that 6f the greateſt : ; 
magnitude im the eyes of the h pars = 
tizans of Italy, may perhaps be 1 
puted to me, viz. That 1 de noe ftand 
forth tho champion of "that country; 
and vindicate its inhabitants from the 
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and anon by the late M. Dupaty againſt 
„ e ee eee admires; 
he manners, and the character, of the 
Is | 1 indeed, I muſt own, 
Lhould deſeryve the ſtricteſt cenſure, 
were it not my intention to add a Sup- 
plement to theſe Letters, the moment 
IL ſhall have re- viſited thoſe charming 
regions, where I ſo happily ſpent part 
of my yduth. I bave learned by expe- 
rience, that a man ſhould diveſt him 
ſelf of all paſſions, and national pre- 
judices, before he enters the liſt, as 
an ee for any cauſe whatever ; | 
and as the antagoniſt has uriluckily left 
the field of contention for ever, I ſhould 
think it unfair and ungenerous ſo. pe- 
remptorily to examine and diſcuſs a 
ſubject, viewed in a different light 
from other ne wy the author f 
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ſo emphatically written, that their en- 
chanting diction alone induced me to | 
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Juſtification of my not anſwering at 


preſent M. Dupaty's poſitive aſſertions 
s, that 


young, have been gradually wearing 
years, and a conſtant reſidence under à 
ee eee avernment : it will be therel. 
re neceſſary to review thoſe objects 


5 3 ſtruck me then but fesblyi 


and re-examine at a maturer age, 
thoſe manners which are probably not 


fo depraved as the author has con- 
ceived; for if the old adage be trus 
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* Companion, corruption of 


manners, cannot have quite {6 den 
an empire in the caſt as in former times. 
The caraival of Venice, and its ſhorty, 
Allrullun nir, may be actually ſaid to 
be tranſported to the Palait Rauf f 
Rarig, whets they are conſtantly held. 
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Ain st a future patiod, angompanieu 
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gon, relative to a tranſalpine journey, 


particularly an ſume provinces 
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were but few, and thoſe very ſhort ones), 

to bring them in after their reſpective 
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 I-dafely: could, as no danger could be i in- 
curred in keeping eloſe to ſo exalted an 
cotiginal. When I conveyed the au- 
thor's meaning in other words, I did it 
- veſtigia ſemper aderans. His Letters, 
though very deſcriptive, are full of ſenti- 
ment;andſhrewd obſervations, and con- 
ain a diſplay of the author's reflections; 


and the ingenuous ideas, which oecur- 
red" to him at the ſight of that won- 
derful and highly intereſting part of 


| the world. If they ſhould be found 
100 full of enthuſiaſm and ſenſibility; 


can it be aſcribed as a fault to this 
charming author, that he had obtained 
from nature a very ſenſible heart? And 
can one deſcribe an intereſting ſcene, or 
a ſtriking object, without exhibiting 
a picture? Thoſe who look with indif- 


ference on the productions of nature or 
| * and have not the leaſt idea or ſen- 


* timent 
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can eriticiſe at their eaſe the deſerip<? 
tions of thoſe who feel and admire. M. 


Dupaty cannot be taxed with having 
adopted high - ſounding words, or bom- 


baſtical imagery, in expreſſing men 


ideas; he has deſcribed and painted 
objects of the greateſt importance, ever 
dear to ſentimental travellers, on claſſic 


ground. How far 1 have ſucceeded i in 
my attempt to convey his thoughts in 
the Engliſh, language, I leave to the 
| candid and ſenſible reader to determine: 
1 ſhall wait for his deciſion with re. 
ſpe, but without fear, conſcious, of 
haying d dgne my utmoſt endeavours to 


deſerve his indulgence, in exhibiting a 
work of imagination, by which the 


author, ſhaking off the burdenſome fet⸗ 


ters of elaborate periods, preciſe ſen- 


tences, and the ſtudied paragraphs of © 
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| fay yeſterday ? for methinks it is preſent to my 
View even at this moment.— Ves, I behold 
= it now, burſting, like a noble river from a 
_ vaſt reſervoir in the midſt of a chain of moun- 
tains, bubbling,” foaming, majeſtically riſing, | 
and,  encreaſing by degrees, at length, with'a 
veeſiſtleſs and thundering impetuoſity over- 
= flowing, forming rapid falls, and all together 
preſenting à ſcene to the enraptured eye, of 
Which neither the glowing fancy of the poet, 
vor che animating pencil of the e * 
| convey'an * idea. 


e. RH TIS Las; A OY AO K = 
Such is the fountain of EG A 

few minutes the river becomes calm, like 

one of thoſe happy characters, that are eafily 
carfied" away at firſt by à natural vivacity of 
temper, but quickly reſume the wonted mode- 
ration to which the goodneſs of their hearts 
inclines them. The current then changes 
its filver ſtream into azure- waves, and gently 
rolling its treaſures, bounteouſly ſpreads them 
_over an enamelled carpet : but ſoon after, be- 
- hold the waters divided into numberleſs ſmall | 
ivulets, and running acroſs a charming valley! 
een re- united and quitting together the 
5 A 
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murmurs, nor the awful ſounds that were 
furniſhed. to me by the fountain. Beſides, 
how can one ſee in the poem thoſe black 


ETER OH ITA. þ& 
enchanting vale, gliding: along in à thouſand © 
_ different rills, fertilizing and embelliſhing, in | 
their courſe,” under the name of Is Sorgue, the 
delightful neee br ARS” 
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"rhe nts of this hems abode, 8 


i by the Abbé Delille, is very exact. I have 
examined and compared every line 3 they 


contain as much truth as if they were written 
in proſe, which is ſeldom the caſe: with tra- 


however, give you an idea of this romantic 


place; it can only preſerve the recollection 


REY 


FFA 


hanging rocks, that form ſo wonderful a con- 
traſt to the ſnowy foam af the daſhing ſurges ? 


Could the poet diſplay the brilliant enamelled 9 
turf, on which the naiads fondly repoſe ? 
Jaucluſe preſents at once the moſt admirable: 


landſcape, and the moſt. P's ai. 
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aer ants; en bem: wile de vallon enchanteur, 6 » 
eee eee eee, 


ere the beadizous Ry, ti eneb 


Or the delightful fireanis: afeRt wy heart, 
-.. "Phan Lovn's games. and Petrarch's net lov-tle : 


lb eee 2193 36 3g fog off "Up 

The idea of Petrarch | jy n Aimee 
allithe lanũſcape ; it beautifies, and renders it 
enchanting. On every rock have 1 traced'the 
ſteps of thoſe happy lovers. It is here, would 


4 


- Hayy» they-uſed to ſit together, and hold ſweet _ 


converſe; with their ſouls ! this is the place 


where Petrareh gave ſo many repeated proofs | 


of boundleſs love, and ſhed ſo many tears 


LY Here; from his breaſt heaved thoſe immortal 


ſighs Which ſtill vibrate on the ear of ſenſi - 
bility ! I ſate on the declivity of a rock for a 
full hour, and, rapt in extacy, liſtened to 


the ſolemn ſound of the waters, whilſt I 


viewed the vivid verdure of the vale, the 
azure tints of this beauteous ſky, the youths: 
ſul charms of the ſpring, and Laura's perſon 
ih idea. There I collected round my heart all 
de objects of its fondneſs. I a a af 
"my feet! :children- gambolling on the 


A 
— 7 [ 
"IDS y 25 " Eg Z , 
— - 
” 
: 1 © 
1 


3 F n >> 
= ** 


LETTERS ON ITALY; b 
waſting, with emulation, on echo, to my ra- 


viſhed ſoul, a thouſand ſhouts of ee and. 4 
Joy. e , wg 121 2 
Before I quitted that delicious ſpot, I had a 
mind to try whether, as  Abb4 Delile aſſures 
us, echo had not forgotten the ſweet name of 
Laura; Let it not diſpleaſe the poet the un- 
grateful nymph unluckily remembers but half 
of it,” „ bh r * 7 ol 
| > ENS 3. £5 44D ba W2 11+. N 


Neu ! charming fountain !—Thoſe me- 
morable places Where the eonqueror of the 

world, Alexander, won his battles, are wit 
dſhculty traced; but che place where Laura 
and Petrarch loved; will be eternally knowm: 
the murmurs of thy waves, enchanting Vau- 
chiſe andthe poetry of "Delile and . 
whs have Celebrate thee, will” announc 
al future ages? 435 N 1 
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RS X HAVE. atk little 1 Marek 97 5 res: 


8 this town, . where I have. been but 
_ three ds. You. will, perhaps, reply, that 
er wrote his tour of W wm 
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moſt;-»From the deciſions of the vice-legate, 
in eriminal caſes, there is no appeal; but in 
civil ones, he judges only in the firſt inſtance. 
Tzis mode is, they ſay, very common in 
Italy. And why ſhould it be ſo : civil juſ- U 
tice threatens principally the rich; and crimi- 
nal, the wretched. The vice-legate has the 
privilege of pardoning; a ſtrange alienation 
of power from the ſovereign! It is true, the _ 
_ tribunals in France have often the power to 
prevent the; monarch from uſing this ſweet 
prerogative—a ſtill ſtranger alienation! The 


pope _—_——_—— his vice-legate, | 
that 
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| that he has juſt created him candleſtick: 


bearer, (porte chandelier) of his chapel: this 


is a real promotion in his holineſs's govern» 
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©: I-faw'yeſterday a man who is juſt freed from 
the galleys, to which he had been unjuſtly, 


and ridiculouſly, condemned for five years, on 
account of his having been aloft convietel 
murder, by this worthy candleflick-beater.” 


unhappy fellow has undergone his ſeritence in 


full, in ſpite of all the efforts of the Intendant 


lie in general. His name is Lorenzo, and his 
innocence had been made manifeſt in a very 


extraordinary manner. The following fact 


was communicated to me by the Intrndunt H. 
Malouet, a very humane and ſenſible gentleman, | 


As Lorenzo was walking one day before the 
arſenal of Toulon, another galley-ſlave ſaid to 
one of his comrades, © There's a poor ſuf- 
| ferer J cannot bear the ſight of; he is here 
on the ſuppoſition of having murdered ſuen 
a one, but I am the perſon wh O committed the 


crime.“ Lorenzo heard theſe words; Si. 


emotions. of joy did he not feel at that in- 
1 F 9 


„„ re o — 
" * 8 * 2 y 


© þp&TPRR9 ON ITALYe 


|  nnocent,/to-undero/the-full- puniſhment an- 


% 


He runs to the flave; and-eritreats um 


0 depoſit the: ſecret of his innocence im pro- 5 


per hands. The wretch diſouns bis. words, 


the ſource of pity no longer flows in bia 


— 


Þreaft, and the terror of condign puniſhment - 


_ -pppals his heart... Lorne obfainkd-leave! to 


be the ſlave's companion, and: had the con- 


ſtaney, ſor the ſpace of two years, to continue 


dound at the ſame ear with the depoſitary of 


his inngcence. What words— what endear« - 
"ing- expreſfions; did not Lorenaa uſe, d and 


nicht, in hopes of moving the abdurate braaſt 
af: the murderer: but the wretch was in- 


dbl. At be end ef two years, however, 


e cted, perhaps, by Lerenzo's inceſfant tears, 
and earneſt prayets, he. revealed a ſecond time 


de i pertent ſecret. Witneſſes were placed 
Wibin hearing, and his confeſtion, taken down | 
Writing, was carried l 3 to the i J | 


dungen, and alas! by this imprudent act of 


Who: was carte though 


8 1 8 | 1 
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beni, the \euprit amg denied ah chat : 


brenn PN ITABY 
are; at length. elspſd, and he; in now; free. 
Hat hat, was he condemned! for & you wil 


ak. On the lighteſt preſumption - On pres; 
ſumption | The deceaſed had nine laut H 


in his pocket; three men were taken up on 


ſuſpicion, one of whom was Lorenzo. Three 
luis were found in each man's pocket. 
HI beſe are the nine louis, ſays the judge, that 
belonged to the murdered man, and, conſe- 
quently, theſe three muſt be the murderers.” 
T hops were condemned to the nen of 


ee ee ks „ air of Lenglade 
Gs innocence was diſcoyered afterwards : 

this is the conſequence of judging without 
proof; and ſuch is the caſe in all criminal 
tribunals, except thoſe of England. The laws | 
of that kingdom are afraid of condemning z _ 
—the 1 of France e of n. 


8 | 
| appy. fufferer. is Doing: to 8 
re be hopes to obtain of the pope a ſe-' 
cond. trial. They ſay his holineſs is very hu- | 
mane. . I have, obſerved that men poſſeſſed of) 2 
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As I have taken Toulon in my b 
way, J muſt fay a word or two of its harbour 


and town. The latter is pretty enough, re- 
gularly built, and watered by a thouſand rivu- 
lets, falling from the rocks and mountains which 
ſurround it. A great number of fountains re- 
ceive theſe waters, and diſtribute them through. 
the ftreets: the town of Toulon might really 
be taken for a fountain. Such copious ſtreams 
render winter a little colder, but i in return, allay 
e Hats oy ras en. 


. 
» 
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The babeuft is e wonderful. I . ben 
Le Heros, the flag-ſhip of M. de Suffren, whickk 
certainly did not uſurp its name. I paid parti | 
cular attention to the manner of living in the 
galleys. The flaves are by no means ill-treated | 


at Toulon: they work, and are paid, How 


ſhocking is it to reflect, that there are perhaps 


ten millions of men in France, who would | _ _ 
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| 


think themſelves happy in rowing at a galley, / / 


pv it not for the diſgrace of being condemned 
36 - 1 


2 4 
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1 CETTBRE Oo EAN 
toit! Formerly, at the expiration of the period 
of their ſentence, the galley-ſlaves who re- 
lapſed into their former courſes uſed to return ; | 
but af late, the tribunals that adminiſter juſ- 
ſtice at. Toulon, inſtead of ſending the old 
de 4 * galleys,. order nn, 


1 3 — 1 
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| The num * Porn people is. —_ 94 
dame every ear 3 that is to ſay, pretty much 
the. ſame number of crimes is committed an- 
mus. Thus nearly equal is the quantity f 

Water that enters daily into a ws acer i 
working at the pump is ſtill the ſame; but were 
the veſſel better conſtructed, the ribs. better 
joined, and the vigilance greater, much leſs 
water. would certainly enter. I baue run over | 
he liſt of the galley-ſlaves. . Hex he | 
ſhudder——Boys at, thirteen. condemned to 
oar fer having been found in company. with their 
fathers, who. had been declared by law to be pra- 
. Heſed ſmugglers, Theſe arg the very words 1 
+ have read. them—for having been found with 
their fathers !. Had they not been found. with 
wem they would have been ſent to. Bridewell 
. Bie). This is the ind code: 9 


2 
8 Og 


' 
: 


hy I eee tle do 
have been ready to drop; indignation kindled 
at the thought; and my ſoul could not have 
| regained its wonted calmneſs, had it not been 
for the hopes of not dying, without having pro- 
| perly expoſed all the horrors of our criminal le- 


|  bery, accompanied with burglary, to the galleys for 146 
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areafury!/To the tteaſury is this indulgence 
siven! Tho-hlogf of the junocans i en 
| ad aki -. 138 | 303 


©#% » 4. 
3 \ $3 . n cold 


bum Ah cauld I but ee m4 


be adde dn 1 — e e 


21185 Ai TI 9575; 185 3 3 55 TH? 0 7 i 


** 


1 likewiſe adi the e ee far pa- 


 fering,. and flrong ſuſpicion of murder, to the gal- 


teys far ever-—for cheating and deceiving a great 
number of gameel people ( Rent honnetes ),: ta the 
galliys for ine hundred years, - This is 4 
tence worthy of the tribunal, des Deus; Pants. 
France has imparted her manner of puniſhing 
to many ſovereigns of Germany. I have read | 
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I Would give a high price for a copy of che 


| a ere What intelligence would they 


not furniſh! They might ſerve to aſcertain the 

bloody harveſt annually reaped by the different 
tribunals of France with the pre eee FROG 

of crin . en 12 
„„ . i * 

1 nab bis aaa s 
galley-ſlaves into the deepeſt deſpair. The in- A 


tendant of marine received orders to ſeparate, 


into three diſtinct claſſes, the deſerters, the 
ſmugglers, and the malefactors. The deſerters 


and ſmugglers, one ſhould ſuppoſe, would have 


been overjoyed at this ſeparation. 1 no means 


e eee TUE 


E 4 7 (4 nl 
ws Alt as bby area in alley look upon one 
another as in perfect equality; for misfortune; | | 


Ake death, levels all men. They form among 


themſelves a body of unhappy beings, a ſociety 


of feeble creatures overcome by the ſtronger. 
Far from bluſhing at, and palliating the atro- 
_ ciouſnels of their crimes, they actually boaſt of 
them: © the enemy,” for inſtance, «ſuffered 


much in ſuch a caſe; courage and addreſs . 
Nerger in Ns Ke. &e. 
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Thus 


„ en TAY Wee 1 
Thus the deſerters, therefore, and the ſmug- 8 

: glers, do not deſpiſe in the leaſt the malefactors; 

and by the intended ſeparation they were likely 

to loſe many advantages; one, for inſtance, 

- would be deprived of his ſtout companion; ano= 
ther of the object, whoſe voice he was ac- 
cuſtomed to hear, and whoſe, looks he was 

8 pleaſed to meet a third would loſe the man, 
5 who mingled his ſorrow with his, and ſo of the 
reſt. At the approach of ſuch a parting bitter 
| tears, tears from their hearts, began to flow; | 
- grief was painted on every countenance. The 
intendant of the marine has allowed ſeveral of 
them to live. together, chained at the ſame Oar. 
Reflect on this, and ſearch theſe newly We 
vered er of the human heart! n 
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theatr tre of rocks vendre ine crere ber, Ks 


A and preſenting t tote AR ige enge. 6 
ful cqunitry ſeats, ſhaded by olive and mitberry 


Kind, but, chiefly "thoſe that produce eltrons, 
oranges, and lemons. They are the ri ches, in- 
deed, the greateſt riches, i of the *countty. There 
are ſome proprietors of theſe” treaſures, "who 842 
ther every year upwards of 3685860 oranges] “ 


and 150,000 lemons. The country, in ſhort, 


abounds (as the inhabitants r wget | 
in ſourneſs {ot + Fat 98985 
be / n aigrure ! What s ſour and bar- 
barous word? This word | \owes its origin at 
Nice, to that avarice, on account of which 
beauty itſelf is nothing; and to that conſtant ha- 
bit, which makes every object ceaſe to = 
t 


penn; ; they, give Wis name to thoſe beau 
Fe 1 3 4 gs ou 
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trees, together Win Frantfil plants ef every - 
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chu apples of the Heſperidas, which made Hyps 
guete geg ee in the race Ou.” 7 
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inhabited by Engliſh, French, and Germans 
each may be called a colony. From every part 

af Europe people croud to Nice to avoid tho 

ſevetity of winter. This climate, during that 


Gian, i eee fr beat 
giant. Rt $5 e il 9824 Nen 
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n "Winter hardly reigns two months at Nice, | 
and ; is never ſevere, A north wind, however, 
in the courſe of the year, blows now and then 
from the tops of the mountains, and is rather 
5 . troubleſome i in the ſpring, i in Ne: and « even 
in ſummer, 


M. Thomas has gained here, four — 

hours of life a day, I mean in point of ſtudy and 
thought. He labours too anxiouſly for glory; 

he has been working theſe thirty vad night | 


ſn. ts 1 "Der e 32 
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7 have ſeen ſome ſenſible, nay charming, En- 
ein ladies: at their arrival they were dying, 
Pp bs wot 
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18 
but have re-bloſſomed i in the air of Nice. Winkel- 


mann, ſo ſevere, and ſo unjuſt, tothe complexion. 
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and features of the Engliſh fair, would have cer- 


tainly ſome indulgence for the countenance of 


Mrs. B. For, it muſt be owned, that Mrs. B. 
has a lovely aſſemplage of the roſes of France 


with the lilies of England; all the intereſt of 


her country women, with all the charms of our 
beauties. She makes one | forget almoſt all the 


« 
* . 
* 
24 
* 
15 
* * 
Ss 
9 
— 
* 
- 4 
by 5 
4 2 - 
5 3 
* * 
— + E. 
* s 
* 7 - - 
% a * 
+ 
* „ * 
0 - 
» 
2 * 
- 
” 
— - 


a 
8 
7 — 
* 
L " », 
g Fl . 
1 
1 W 
-—_ *% 
* I 
Sl 
E 3 1 
C . " 22 
3 "IE 
1 
* — 
7s d 
* = + 
: a 
F - 
* I ” # s 7 
* 
— 5 * 
0 > 
l : 
* 
a 


* 


um 2 2 


1 
+4 © % 
ERAS See 
3 
pug 
. 
* 
z e 
* 
1 *1 
* 
& © 
7 * 
1 x 
* © — 


"LETTER 


Ra 
| 
4 
1 
ö 


— 


OO — 


” © 


VETTERS ON” IT AVT. | 9 


5 g g nn ok Ms £2 ” S %7 
N % PETS } 2a * * 52 1 — 1 * 15 * 98 N W N * * 1.4 
3 = 3 = G : | - 
* w 
* % = 
* ” — Ty * ” » | oc? - 7 | . * 28 C2 i ©? $34 * WEI 
I bp SITS 7 3 To. . 4 * Ms .. „ * 


re on 


5 4 * 2 0 77 Wr > 
1 ——ꝗ, A1 28 2 4 o'? — Po. * . * 238 * 

4 % 75 pa . "4 

15 unten 

7 oF : b — 4 4 

#5 a.) * s 


a WAS a6 into. 
PU tyres? they made me 
enter the meaneſt houſe, and mount to the very 


fifth ſtory z there I found a ſhort man, but indif - 


ferently dreſſed in a grey ſuit and bag -wig, about 
fifty years old. This was the Gm te ===, 
chief preſident of the ſenate of Nice. He i is 


full of life, quick at repartee, very active, and 
ſieems to have a ſufficient ſhare of wit and know 


ledge. The following is a convineing proof f 
. He admires Monteſquieu, and really looks 


upon the legiſlation of his own country as bad. 


Are there many magiſtrates, in certain coun - 
tries of Europe, who are ingenuous enough to | 
allow ſo much? The police is in the hands of | 


the military: the conſul of France approves 


very much, and the vice-conſul diſapproves very. | | 


much, ſuch unlimited power : the firſt is conſul, 
the ſecond. only vice-conſul. The Archbiſhop 
has the inſpection of the preſs, and of all printed 
books. You may judge of the rence lite- 
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Aan en 1 tell you, that Oy bern. 


Be cannot be 3 B 
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Morals ate petty neglected at Nice; there 
is Very little religion; but a great deal of devo- 
dhe that is, of hypocriſy; We were to have 

mol this morning for Genoa; büt ſome nom 
aan in che might, he wind changed to the 
5 y Point, and we were obliged ce, 
e e N e 
Our Aabpetement was amply ee 
pleaſbre of Ae "and lending the day with 
M. Themes; Our dinner was tod ſoon ber. : 
M. "Thomas was extremely agreeable. We, 
kt er ay, analyzed* all our brans efprits; at 
Sur reputations, and all thoſe brains, who thinkj. | 
or-Taney* that” they think. At the deſert, . 
ſpoke about Tealy, about women; and about e 
ping M. Thomas had forgotten poſterityfor* 
- -#monient. He made an apology” for che ſhow: 
chat had fallen in the night. It was an accident 
that happened in the climate of Nice; to which 
it is by no means ſubject. The converſation” in 
general was extremely gay. Some agreeable” | 
andedotcs* were well told; we laughed, we | 
9 5 F regtet 1 88. 
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Wie dined with a certain M. de R. who ſpends 
all his winters at Nice, and the remainder of the 
year in other parts of Europe. He is afflicted 


with a terrible aſthmatic diſorder, which Nice, 


| however, has ſome what alleviated. I haye been 
really aa dt bis breaft; as Mademoiſelle de 


Svipni forcibly expreſſes it. Proper reſearenes 


have not yet been made about ſymnpatketie and 
untipathetic affections, which approach or repel 
all ſenſible beings, and impart pleaſure and pain 
to each other.—Smith has opened the mine, hut 
went not very deep: he did not feel as FAY 
the ach af UE. 1164162, 1 KO TIE 
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of wit, but, in the courſe of converſation, his - 
foul began to expand itſelf; be diſplayed then 2 


_  gfeat variety of genuine wit. Thus, often-at 
| eee, 
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lowing. .the,.coaft, or rather thoſe mountains 


and rocks that border, and render ſo unbe- 


Lomingly rugged, the magnificent regions of 


Iealy:! Behold the principality. of Monaco] As 
uld deſpiſe nothing upon earth, we muſt 


go. and, pay. Aviſtt to it. We landed in the 


port, Which contained three fiſhermensꝰ 
barges, and a Dutch veſſel: two or three 


| fixeets on a perpendicular rock; eight hundred 


wretches all ſtarving ;z a diſmantled caſtle; E 
battalion of French troops; ſome orange 


plants, ſome olive and mulberry-trees ſcat- 
tered on a few acres of ground thinly ſpread 
here and there upon rocks. Such is 4 pee 
pres the condition of Monaco! Its miſery is 


extreme. The commandant of the French 


battalion, who has been there theſe tenty, 
months, could hardly repreſs tears of joy on 


' ſeeing us. Had I a fowl to offer to you, 


Laid he, I ſhould fall on my knees to entreat! | 


you to eat ĩt with me,” 
> | | The 
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The ſovereign of Monaco has a court: 
his guards conſiſt of about twenty country 
fellows, and four tradeſmen, who are his gen- 
tlemen of the bed-chamber. Every time the 
prince ' viſits Monaco, before he enters his 
palace, he repairs, accompanied by his court 
and: his ſubjects, to a little chapel, to thank 
the Almighty for his ſafe arrival. _ There are 
ſome inſcriptions in the prince's palace. Over 
a gate, Which has really the appearance of the 
gateway of an inn, you read theſe pompous: words: 
Crypto, porticum hanc etſi tot regum, imperato- 


rum et fummorum pontiſic um ingreſſu decoratam, 
tamen tantæ molis vaſtitate anguſtam ampliavit, 


ray exornavit anno 0 162 3. | 


- What the inſcription could: A written 
over the arch of the capitol ! On entering 
Monaco, we were obliged to give our names 


to a man we found in a ſhop, juſt finiſhing [1-0 


the new ſoling of one of his ſhoes—this was 


the commandant of the port—but the prince | 


of Monaco is a good ſovereign: he is beloved 


by his ſubjects, and it is not his fault that his 
dominion i is not t large. 
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eme NO 1. * 
, vn Inn ke tit he libs beg. 


a erg, Ur Ch #4. 1 am atoniſhed; 
dazzled, Enraptareat— don't know ' what 'F 


am—My eyes are full of gold, of marble, of 
cryſtal, * of porphyry, of balaltes, of alba 


ſter. They Till range over columns, pilaſters, 


capitals, and ornaments of all kinds, of all 
forms, of all orders ; Tonic, Doric, Corinthian, | 


Kc. I have a thoufand pictures, ſcattered by 
pieces, in my mind. Heads, hands and feet, 


bodies and corpſes, old men, and young girls, 


Venues and Madonas; all are ſtin ſtanding 


before me Behold thoſe tears of ſorrow- 


the lids of that venerable old man! Lock at 


the enchanting ſmile, that opens on the ſweet 
Ups of that charming girl, who is but fifteen ! 
IT e is her firſt ſinile, eres 


* 


However, amiaſt the wreck of ſo many 


pictures, there are ſome that are quite entire! 


One of Paul Veroneſe - Judith has juſt ſtruck 
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off Holofernes* head. A black woman accom- 
panies her, who forms a wonderful contraſt to 
Judith. Nature ſtruggles with fanaticiſm on 
the countenance: of the heroine, and in all her 
attitudes ſhe dares not look at the head ſhe 
holds trembling in her hand. The maid, un- 
ſupported by fanaticiſm, ſhudders with horror at 
the ſight of the head, and at the thought of the 
crime.. Death ſpreads his fable mantle over the 
warrior. Our eyes will be better pleaſed in 
the aſſumption of Guido Reni. What a Ma- 
donna l what angels they are real ones; and 
khat is certainly the way to mount to heaven! 
In the midſt of air, angels in a choir, each 
more beautiful than the other, gracefully join 
their hands. - Without any difficulty, without 
any effort, they follow the virgin towards the 
heavenly manſion, with the ſame eaſe as we 


weak mortals could precipitate ' ourſelves to= | 


wards the earth. What a purity on that divine | | 
forehead 1 Her radiant looks, moiſt-with drops | 
of celeſtial bliſs, pierce already the heavens, _ 
and repoſe. in the boſom of God, who is wait! 
ing for her. Among theſe angels, in every 
degree of youth, there are ſome who are fo 
little, that the others tender their hands to 
Vol, I. . 1125 them 
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r enable them to follow. the virgin. 
Some are ſmiling at her, and ſome at one ano 
ther. Aud in ſact, what a conqueſt for them ! 
Their love will ſtill increaſe, if poſhble. The 
imagination, that conceived this ee 7 
n nee e e a 


"int: wha; is that woman. 3 
couch: Her veil is only that of death. Death 
is already in her feet, in her legs he coldly 
creeps. into ber arms. The few remaining 

I races of beauty, love, and grief, are vaniſhing 
from her pallid countenance —it is Cleapatra, 
Thus the bewitching and irreſiſtible charms, 
that had long captivated. Mark Anthony's 
heart, and even ſeduced for a moment Cæſar 
himſelf—thoſe charms that had cauſed. almoſt 
as much noiſe. and devaſtation in the univerſe, 
as the Roman arms themſelves - behold them } 
they are no more | and ſoon they will be no 
longer called Cleopatra, but a carpſe ! 


There are ſtill extant, and entire, a Chriſt 
ſhewing the incredulous 'Fhomas . his wound, 
and making him feel it. A Lazarus riſing 
from the dead. A dons 

the 
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the ſhirt ſtained, with the blood of Joſeph, 555 = 
There are no expreflions i in any language ſtrong - 

enough to deſcribe them. _ Loreally want re- 
poſe, and wiſh for Morpheus to cloſe my eyes: 
they are fatigued with admiring. 
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priſm, ſuch is the Sera gallery. What glaſſes! 
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| TI 8 now I IX 0 clock in the morn- 
ing. My fancy awakes in the gallery of ol 


Sera, palace, or rather i in the Sun's palace, I 


keep my eyes fill cloſe—No idea can be 
given of the magnificence of ſuch a gallery 
Such as nature is, when viewed through a 


What, floors! what. columns what a quantity 
'of gold, of lapis lazuli, of porphyry, of mar- 
ble! The only proper name for all theſe won⸗ 
ders! is magnificence. | 


: 


[| 

"it you [VER a mind to ſee the fineſt ſtreet 
in the univerſe, you muſt ſee the new ſtreet at 
Genoa. On two very extenſive lines, and on 
A pavement of lava, a vaſt number of palaces, 
vying with each other in point of riches, ele- 


vation, and ſize, diſplay with emulation their 


porticos, their facades, and their brilliant peri- 
ſtyles of variegated ſtucco, or ſimply white 


and 
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and black. The exterior appearance of thels 
"On Ot WOE fn OKs wth 


The houſes. in 9 are very liek, and 


me ſtreets. very narrow. The ſun never ap- 
pears in them. One would be apt to think, 
that Genoa was built but for one ſeaſon—that 
IT in ſhort,- is but 2 ſummer- town. 


Tb Senators of theſe | ſuperb buildings, 


for the moſt part noblemen and ſenators, are 


not ſenſible of the beauties they poſleſs ; "they 
only know them by the admiration of foreign- 


ers, and the renown they have ſpread through 
the world. By the ſide of theſe galleries, and in 


the galleries themſelves, where Titian's, Van- 9255 


dyke's, Rubens', and Veroneſe's pencils have 


diſplayed their charms, the Genoeſe noblemen 


admit the moſt ignorant productions. Inſtead 
of inhabiting thoſe rich apartments, they live 
in the attic ſtory; they are but the keepers of 
their palaces. Thoſe marble porticos, thoſe 
marble periſtyles, and thoſe marble gates, are 
daily beſet by a crowd. of dirty beggars,” who 
come to kill on the granite and porphyry pave- 
ment, ſo curiouſly wrought, the vermin that 
wur them. 


8 I have 


” of LETTERS on. ITALY. 


= have. juſt geen the doge's palace, where 
| "the ſenate aſſemble, and whence they breathe 
© over $00,000 ſubjects the ſpirit of their go- 
ernment, of their laws, and. of their policy, 
that is ta ſay, of their avarice. On entering 
the court the eye is quite aſtoniſhed, The 
facade, adorned with marble pillars and fta- 
- tues, enchants the beholder. The moſt ele- 
giant architecture prevails in the little council- 
chamber; in chat of the great coyncil, the 
Achitesture is truly magnificent. At proper 
Intervals between the columns, which are very 
| numerous, are placed the ſtatues of the great 
men of the republic receiving from thoſe, who 
pass before them, as a reward for their merit 
or fortune, the tribute of poſterity- a romem- 
brance, and a look. e Suſe greet: wh 
. „ 


5 . 

177 with great variety of pictures by the 

greateſt maſters. They have rebuilt the edi- 

bee, it is true, but the pictures they could not. 

| ou ond rodents ace foal to be i 
| RS 5 


1 
ER. 
ff | 4 


I faw 


-L#+#*2x3 ok ITALY. 3 
«PB ſaw another beautiful palace after quitting 


the dogs. I traverſed a long cdlonade ; I 
- walked over marble of all colours ; 3 A > 


gate was open to receive us, and I found my- 


ſelf in an hofpital. This hoſpital contains 
twelve hundred patients, diſtributed in differ- 
ent wards. There lie the women, and here 
the men; there wounds are dreſſed here 
they attend to fevers. Methought I ſaw death 
wandering among twelve hundred devoted vic- 
tims, and wielding at random, on all ſides, his 


_ inviſible faulchion. One of the unhappy ſuf- 


ferers expired before me. The patients beds 
are ſurrounded. by their affected relations and 


friends, who try to comfort them and aſſuage 


their pains. A mother ſits beſide her daugh- 
ter, a huſband beſide his wife; in this hoſpital 
at leaſt, ſome tender and r hands may 
cone the dying eyes. 


Admiĩrable order reigns all over this chari- 
table inſtitution ; a perfect cleanlineſs, and 
coniſtant care, contribute very much to the 
recovery of the patients. The ſtatues of all 
the benefactors to this hoſpital are ſet up in 
the different rooms. All grateful hearts may, 


C4 3 


— — 


ms 


— 


acl We Pa 4 


— DEAR OCH VO A A REIT py 


„„ 


p — — CIS 
—— - — : - 


CT TT 0 —— — ER Al ———— oi ee eat —— 


_— 
1 
4 - 
* 
* 
* 
= 
* 5 
( 
0 
Fa 
* 
* — 
5 . 
- 
* 
£ 
— 
- 
. 
+ 
* 
þ 4 
- 
: 
. 
* 
— 
. 


— 


” 4 6 
* 7 1 Id--+ 
„ " oy 
* * 3 * 
= 
4 
— EF +-3* 
- -- 
1 N 
* 1 
LT © - 4% 7 
5 1 
= ego by * 
. 
7 EL of 4 
" wo 4 
* 3 
% g S # yp 
3 
ow 
— * 
9 $- = my 
- % * 
= 


— 
c 

. . 
—_ 2 — 
R 

. 2 * 
TOES NY 8 5 
$3 % 3 — 2 £ 4 
1. * * 28 1 ” *} ; 


148 
- — 
N 
3 1 * 
8 


* 
* > 
* 
«& #= 6 1 
4 
\ 
—7 
— 
52 „ 7? 
228 
* of LCD#3 A — 
8 
- 
* * 
- — 
— 
* 
” 4 
* 
6 428 
* 
6 
- 
Fa 
— » 
"6 
* 
* — 
L « * 
; - 
* 


* 


LETTERS, ON ITALY. 


in this manner, the moment their ſtrength per- 
its them, bathe, with tears of heartfelt joy, 
that ſweetly flow, the venerable images of 
their houſhold gods. It was with reluctance 
theſe manſions of ſorrow! ] 
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| THAVE PoE to ſee what they 
call at Genoa the free port (il porto franco) 


— 


Alt is a noble wharf, where all the articles of 


merchandize are landed, that-arrive at Genoa 
by ſea. You ſee ſome of all ſorts, and one by 
the fide of another=barrels of ſugar are lying 
next thoſe of verdigriſe ; - marble is cloſe to 
coffee, timber to linen; the productions of 
Aſia to the commodities of the North. The 
affluence is prodigious, and the whole is in 
continual motion, with an activity that beg= 
gars all deſcription. Two collectors of the 
public revenue are ſucceſlively applying cuſtom- 


houſe ſtamps to every article, and to every 
bale. Theſe gold engines draw one ten per 


cent. on all goods that remain at Genoa; the 


other, three per cent. on thoſe for exportation. | 


The tranſport, and all other neceſſary opera- 


tions, are performed by ſtout men of Bergamo, 2 


Who come from their country on purpoſe to 


exerciſe the lucrative trade of Rey addreſs, 
and ſtrength. 


C5 Quitting 
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+ Quitting the port, I went to viſit St. 
George's bank: It is there, where, under a 
hundred keys, is buried that grand and terri- 
bie enigina, whether the bank poſſeſſes, or 
owes, millions. This enigma is the W 
3; Ye IGG _ partly its riches... | 


How There is ze Ge 8 


Es "FOUR and public-houſe, under the autho- 
Tity and direction of the ſenate } Yes—the re- 


public does not ſuffer any individuals to ſell 


bread, wine, wood, or oil. But, no doubt, 
the Tegublic ſells theſe articles at the loweſt 


price, and of the beſt quality, to prevent all 


forts of complains ?—By no means; on the 


contrary, they are fold at the higheſt price, 


'#; and of the worſt quality, without any regard to 
complaints or murmurs.— But how can he | 
= ſubjects then bear ſuch a monopoly — They 


beg, they ſteal, they go to the hoſpital, they 


murder, they ſuffer.—But, after all, how do 


they put up with ſuch oppreſſion ?—The me- 
fure of oppreſſion, that man can bear, is not 
yet arrived at its height, The people cannot 


| revolt when they pleaſe : the water that fills 
veſſel ory. not run over, but a drop too = 
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wilt make it do ſs. It is then ſuſieient for 
the ariſtocratic power to prevent this drop. 
They ſacrifice; therefore, part of their autho- 
rity to their avarice the greataſt part of their 
regulations are ſeldom executed, chres quarters- 
of the crimes: are left unpuniſhed;- and the 
filence of thoſe, who loudly complain; is fuirly 
bought. It is thought, however, that thedrop 
too muab is inevitable thu people's patience-is 
care litde about it the great paint with chem 
is to be rich. For this reaſon many of them 
are ſten refuſing a place in the ſenate; when 
chance offers it to them, and ſoliciting, on the 
contrary,. the leaſt lucrative charge in the 
adminiſtration of the bank, or of the hoſpi- 
tals, when chance happens to conteſt it. The 
noblemen want the moſt powerful intereſt, a 
love for their country, to engage them to form | 
a good government, and, properly ſpeaking, 
they have no. country at all.. They actually 
afe but merchants. 


\ 


L have been to ſee as public oven, and the 
grand edifice, conſtructed for making bread. 
It is immenſe, On this ſide are the loaves for 

the 


3 IIIA. on 1141 
the neh; on the other, thoſe for the poor 
poor are every where a middle ſpecies between 
the rich and the brute creation —nay, they ap- 
proach much nearer the latter. I had a mind 
N Wow eee eee 
3 = 3 felt a certain im- 
3 which obliterated in a moment all. 
P 


at! how luxury ES! magnificence | ficken on 
the fight,” after having viewed the fad condition. . 
of the wretched! | 
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© THAVE p 7 8 viſit to 
PA Among the ' multittde | * 
pictures that are generally admired, four oy; 
remained in my imagination.” One ch 
is an old man by Rembrandt. It is ene 
for the truth, the effect, and the intellig gence 
of the chiar? oſcuro. I was tempted to ſpeak 
to him. Had Paul Veroneſe ſeen the Mag- | 
dalen throwing herſelf at the feet of Chriſt, 
Jeſus muſt have been in that attitude, — 4 | 
have had that noble, that indulgent air ; that 
air, in ſhort, ſo ſuſceptible of tender impref- | 
ſions ! The Magdalen, how beautiful! How 
affecting! and in reality how affected What 
expreſſion in all the features of the characters 
 —How maſterly the light falls all in one point, 
whence it diſtributes its rays wherever it is 
required ! On the very ſurface of the canvas 
* air . viſible ! 
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Moſt painters are verſifiers, but few' are 
poets. Taſſo was a poet, when he ſhewed us 
Oilindo and Sephronia/ tied at the ſame ſtake, 
2» waiting for the kindling of the funeral pile. 
But what meant this painter, who intended 
to, copy Talls :I do not hear the plaints of 
. nor the reſignation of Sophronia 3 
the people are not moyed ; the tyrant is not 
on jou furious enough 1 peruſe the Jeruſalem again. 
There they are — There's the true Sophro- 
nia Hark! ſhe ſpeaks—ſhe fays to the un- 
happy. Olindo, Why doſt thou complain, 
my friend? Look at the ſky, hox/ beautiful it 
is Lock at the ſun, that ſeems to invite us 
to the heavenly manſions !—'Tis he, my . 
friend, who comforts. us!“ I hear nothing = 
25 in, looking. at. the n no 
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EN 


| — ee eee 
ent at the death of Seneca, in feeing A pic- 
| eee d. reprefented dying. Seneca 
zs in the midſt of the awful fcene, Half naked, 
8 a man who has no longer occaſton to pro- 
te& his body from the inelemency of the ele- 
ments, to which he is ſoon going to relinquiſh, 
it. His feet are in the bath, and the blood 
fireams in copious rills. At ſome diſtanee 
from this great philoſopher, and à little lower, 
a ſecretary is ſeen on the right hand, Wo 
had been writing, but writes no more; and 
on the left two other ſecretaries, who alfo had 
been writing, but who write no longer. On 
the ſame line, and as high as Seneca, in a 
corner, and in the ſhade, the man I perceive 
is a ſoldier, In the oppoſite corner, but in the 
light, the other man I ſee is an old ſenator. 
Look now at the ſcene !—=The philoſpher is 
occupied in dictating the ideas, that occur 
to his imagination while he is waiting for 
| 2 death. 
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death. Lo] death ſuſpends them !—The arm 

is frozen, the blood no longer flows from the 

feet. The body ſtiffens, the head totters, 

and that look, which ſeemed to conceive a 

thought; in vain attempts to ſerze it.—It va- 
- Niſhes away. The three ſecretaries, all with 
different | ſhades of Angereſ},, attention, and in» 
ietude, each a pen in his hand, keep their 
| eyes fixed. on the philoſopher” s lips, which are 


till, attempting to articulate a word.—They 
are ſtill in hopes that another muſcular mo- 


tion will utter it : but death has ſtamped, his 
upon. © Mean time the centurion, 
quite cloſe. to the door, his foot already. up- 
lifted, counts impatiently the laſt ſighs of the 
vidim—for Nero waits. And the old ſenator, 
what does he ? He. thinks of Nero, and me- 
ditates on * philoſopher A 
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"x GY "been 1 98880 a is morn. 
ing the galle eys "Five kinds of wretched be- 
_ Mmgs are ane promiſcuoully to the bar; the 
malefactors, the ſmugglers,” the deſe tert 5, the 
Turks taken by the corfairs, andthe volun- | 
a feers—What! volunteer galley” faves! yes; ; 
| they are poor, miſerable ' creatures, whom go- 
vernment finds in the dreadful ſituation be- 
tween famine and death. It is at this narrow 
paſſage that government awaits them, watch- 
ing the favourable opportunity to engage them. 
Theſe poor w wretches, at the dazzling fight of f 
- little money, perceive no longer the galleys: 
they are enliſted. Miſery and crimes bounſck 
beſide one another, bearing the fame chain? 
The man who ſerves the republic, partaking 
the ſame puniſhment, : as he who has betrayed _ 
her! 


* 


— 


The Genoeſe carry their e ain 
e When they perceive the period for li- 
5 berating 


berating theſe poor creatures approach ing, they 


happy greedily embrace che meſh of enjoy- 
ment; the preſent inſtant alone enen 
by- them: they accept the offer, and at a 


week's end, what is left for a | 


and fetters l for at the end of that time, they 
are forced, in order to diſcharge: their debts, 

to enliſt again, and fell eight years more of 

; En This is the way theſe volun- 
- teers-conſume, in enliſting and borrowing 
in borrowing and enliſting their whole life 
at che galleys, in the higheſt degree of miſery 
and infamy; and there they expire. We flaw. 


amongſt them Se Frenchman, quite 3 young. 


man. In relating bis unhappy caſe, he he 


ſome tears. We gave him a tride—he wept {ti 


mote Away from theſe fad manlions of 
. orrow, where we cannot-alleviate the misfor= 


r 1 Alas ! how peo 
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But what fort of priſon is that 3 in a corner? 
How dark how damp | how low! and yet. 
; Ended byon upper half 1 Pray who are thoſe, 
| faid: 


propoſe to lend them ſome money. The un- 


— 
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did 1 to my guide, thus cooped up, and Y- 
ing one on the floor, and che other on the 
ſhelf? "They can ſcarcely crawl.” The long, 
bdriſly hair that covers their ghaſtly counte- 
nances, I ſee from under their coverings ! 
| Their looks combine at once ſtupidity and ſe- 


rociouſneſs Do they eat but of this bread, _ 


o hard and ſo black ? Certainly Is this 
Are they always lying down l. Ves.— Hou 
long have they been here: Theſe twenty 
years. How old are they Seventy. What 


| oo. they call em — Turks. Theſe unhappy 


Poral wants; they have loſt by degrees, in 


and dear remembrances, they brought hither 


with them, from nature and their country. 


The other Turks, who are not yet ſixty years | 
old, are chained under ſmall open niches, at 
fix feet diſtance from one another, againſt a 


long wall, that can hardly hold them, feated 
or lying. It is there they breathe the little 
air allowed them, or rather the little air they 
enn ſteal now and then. The Genoeſe, how- 


| 


ever, 


— 
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To the portrait . e 8 
another ſad trait may be added I have ſeen 
' felling in them, from bench to bench, the of- 
fals and other aliments. that the dogs: had left 

Wi the. ſtreets, . Such remnants have been: co. 
. unhappy wretches, the galley-ſlaves ang" | 
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ever, notwithſtanding the great ſeverity with 
which they treat their enemies, have given an 
example of toleration, one would not have ex- 
. pected from them: they have granted a moſque 
to * Turks. The Proteſtants in n 


? 


Genoa, thy palaces, are nat yet lofty enough, 
they are not ſufficiently. extended; nor ſuf- 
ficiently numerous * en ng OO 
ol ſamo 3 
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LETTER XIII. 


G20 A. 
THIS letter will be the ſubje& of 
the converſation” I bad with the ex-doge Lo- 
mellini.- He is a very amiable and reſpectäble 
old man. He has travelled and read To miich; - 
and learned to know, in the different poſts is 
vrhich he has ſerved this republic, ſo many wits 
ferent characters prone to paſſion, intereſt, 
und weakneſs, that he is no longer a Bob | 


man, nor an en de. nor a. ſenator, "rior, 2 4 


a * he is A I Th 718 1 watt” 
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All che moments M. Lomelin can ſpare 
from glory, he devotes to nature, in his | 
charming gardens of Poggi. His days glide | 
gently on the turf, 'as the water that refreſhes 


it falls, night and day, from his beautiful foun- 
PR ng en 
TY | e 104 RED 


% 


NMI. Lomellini welcomes all rangers, who 
go to pay him a viſit at at Poggi—thoſe * even 
who go only to viſit the gardens. —His ſoul, 
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his heart, his gardens every thing is open 
and free with him. His manners are ſimple 
and noble they are the manners of one who 
has always ſhone in an elevated ſtation, and 
never roſe above it. His reception is always 
accompanied with the greateſt eaſe, his repu- 
tation inſpires a kind of confidence in you 
Von enter immediately into converſation with 
him, and it is generally ſuch as you wiſh it, 
and always as you pleaſe to make it. None 

ever knew fo well how to forget himſelf, and 
pay attention to others. M. Lomellini pre- 
fers, however, to ſpeak on the arts, the 
ſciences, and the belles lettres, which he has 
cultivated all his life time; and which, after 
having contributed to his glory, have often 
been of great comfort to him. His imagima- | 
tion and his ear are full of the fineſt paintings, 
and the moſt charming airs, that poetry bas 
Edmpoſed in all languages. Some quotations, 
that naturally riſe—ſome witty traits, that 
naturally fly—ſome reflections that appear 
charming, and are appoſite, deep, and juſt, 
inceſſantly embelliſh his converſation, En 
TN WR ogy" : | 


f Le * 4 
M. Lo- 
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— — his 
opinion may be thwarted, but never his ſelſ⸗ 
love. He never deſpiſes ather people's ſenti- 
ments; for, when he no longer doubts of his 


own judgment, he fill. ha kizGoubes eee | 
ha ama 4 


3 "why la aſk kim a "= 
abi: All that he has learned, he remembers; 
all that he remembers he communicates ; and 
liberally difplays, but without the leaſt oſtenta- 
1 eee of e d all mankind. : 

> SUFI 11 5 

Jy PE eee SINR, sbs 
ty er in town, in the ſenate, whenever a l 
is ing, and in the groves, when they are 
planting a fhrub. © The gardens at Poggi are 
delightful. They are far from xeſeimbling 
thoſe e gardens, that uu has dic- 
| n e ene 
ſevere empire of the ſheers, the fake, the 
right hne and the rule, each plat-band- offers 
but a flower; each alley contains but à tree, 
and each interval reſembles a high road, where - 
the whole repreſents but an uniform and prepoſ- 
terous tals 3 thoſe gardens, Where the waters, 

confined 
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confſined in baſons, are condemned to lie dor- 
mant, and be eternally filent ; thoſe gardens, 
in ſhort, which, however extenſive, ſeem to 
| have/been contrived only for the purpoſe of a 
can oath, à walk of an hundred yards and an 

hour. M. Lomellini, on the -contrary, has 
adorned theſe gardens with all that maſterly ſkill, 
and the love of beautiful nature, can do, in order 
to charm at once the eye, the mind, and the 
beart with turf, earth, water, and flowers; ad- 
ding to it the different aſpeAs of the ſun, and 
all the bewitching ſhades of verdure.” Theſe 
delicious gardens preſent, or rather conceal, an 
incloſure of no great extent, always ſupplying 
you with ſufficient ſpace for your walk, ne w ob- 
jects to your eye and conſtant meditation to 
your: mind. In this, rather narrow, compaſs, 
dere is not a flower. but what 'bluſhes, not a 
drop of water chat does not murmur and flow, 
not a tree that does not appear, and not a ſingle 
one that ſtares before you. Vonder a cottage, 
2 little; nearer a grotto, and a little farther a 

ock: a thouſand objects, artfully diſpoſed, 

preſent themſelves, as if by chance, to you. 
You fancy you are continually enjoying the 
Pleaſures of the country, and you are ſtill in a 


f lu is true, that the verduxe of theſe gardets is 


unlike M. Lomellini's converſation, , where the 
thoughts and ſentiments of old age are predo - 
minant; but the references to other ages, in- 
troduced ſo: d- propos, enli ven it eee 
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partly compoſed of thoſe; ſolemn and. gloemy 
trees, Which the other ſeaſons ſeem to haye to- 


winter; pines, cypreſſes, green oaks, and lareh- 


trees; but theſe winter trees are ſo happily mar- 

ried to the moſt blooming ſhrubs. of the ſprings 
to the richeſt fruit: bearing trees oi autumn, and 
to the moſt. laxuriant plants of the ſummerʒ that 
their melancholy. verdure, rendered gay by the 
proximity and alliance of more pleaſing vegeta- 
tion, ceaſes to ſadden the mind, and to repel the 


render it ſtill more agregable. we i «3 76 


| Ee | 
I is M. Lomelin bimſelf who has created 
theſe gardens. It is here, in this charming 


retreat, that M. Lomellini has at laſt retired 


into himſelf. He had the rare courage, as 


he approached old age, to diſmiſs all his paſ- 


ſions, nay even the love of glory—he has only 
retained the love of humanity, He is ſurrounded 
Vos, I e - at 


+ . 


3 brenn 0 un 


at Ainet in his palace by ae eee 
w enter it with viſible marks of ſorrow, and 
quit it with evident marks of contentment on 
their countenarices ; at other times wandering 
over the lawns, amidft-the-coticert of his birds, 
 tlirough He facted Metice of his woods, or by 
the-iufmuring fill, and limpid -fouritains, he 
enjoys the ſweets of a ſpring morning; or the 
calmneſs" of à ſummer evening. In winter he 
ſeizes the beſt hour he can of fine weather for a 
walk, | Often again, in the middle of a grove; 
ſeated alone, and retired into his own neat and 
' Evinpact temple of marble, he is pleaſed to con- 
template at a diſtance, acroſs the eclumns, and 
trough the leaves of his tufty trees, the boiſ- 


'  ferous ſea, tormented by the Rotm; and the 


ſenate of Genoa by ambition. — It is hee even- 
ee eee een -17 Tak BY 
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eee ene 
"WH mat a  fpedtide does the mage 


fx 


a nükcent Wäg of incurables exhibit to che phi= 
| loſopher and man of ſuſceptibility! In what 
reſpect None of the nine hundred wretches 


ſtretched, or rather chained, in theſe beds o 


ſorrow, will ever recover health !—Theſe old 


men will till grow older in miſery, and theſe 
children will ſuffer for ever !—I could not 20 
through the extent and ſilence of this manſion 
of grief without ſhuddering at every ftep I took. 
From the end of one room to the other I could 
have heard the leaſt motion; and diſtinguiſhed a 
figh. It is hardly poſſible for the eye to run 
over the crouded multitude of all diſorders, af- 
fecting both ſexes of every age, without drop- 
ping the tear of humanity on theſe unhappy 
victims of diſeaſe, © By the ſide of the unfortu- 
fate, who have loſt their health, the unfortu- 
nate are ſeen who have loſt their reaſon. Thus 
we find, in the ſame . all the miſeries of 
human kind. 
4 They 
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They ſay this hoſpital is worſe managed than 
any of the others ; the reaſon is, no doubt, be- 
cauſe the evils it contains are eternal, and com- 
paſſion inconſtant. Pi ity itſelf ſeems to be fond 
of what is new. The human heart is fickle— 
What bave Ijuſt heard? What do I ſee ?—the 
doge and the ſenate. are to vilit this hoſpital on 
Sunday next: the ſervants are all buſy ! in mak- 
ing the neceſſary preparations; 3 they are orna- 
menting all theſe beds, perfuming all theſe gal- 
leries, and decorating all the walls. What a 

TPolluſion they are preparing In this manner is 
ſhewn to monarchs Who travel, the ſtate of 


iber own kingdoms. 288 «ith 
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may ſtill hear the ſweet notes of his flute, are 


ing—A little farther a group of little children 
are playing with ſome lambs, and entwining 
them with flowers. Is not this one of Geſ- 
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GEN oA. 
1 TH E charming picture fin 
the middle of a valley, ſurrounded by rocky hills, 
covered with verdant ſhrubs, are repreſeiited 
on. the border of a fountain, ſeated at che foot 
of a willow (it 1s the ſummer ſeaſon, and in the 
evening), a ſhepberd and two ſhepherdeſſes. 


n $5 e 9 


The ſhepherd is playing on the flute; one of 


the ſhepherdeſſes holding a roſe in her hand, 
looks at the ſhepherd, and liſtens : ſhe is already 


ſtretching her hand to preſent him the flower. 
The impatience ſhe expreſſes for the ſhepherd 


to finiſh, that ſhe may give him the roſe; and 


the deſire ſhe feels for his continuing, that ſhe 


viſibly contending in her looks. During this 
ſtruggle, her companion, a little younger, does.. 
not look at the ſhepherd, nor does ſhe liſten 

her eye is fixed on the fountain—ſhe is muſ- 


D 3 _ her's 
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ner's Idyls ? It is in the temple of Gnidus, and 
not in one of the Genoa palaces that this pie- 
ture ſhould be admired, LIES, ien ſhould 
have copied and inſerted it in his Temple of 


Gnidus. Tbis picture is the production of Al- 
bane, 5 
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"THE. inbabitants, of Genoa may 
8 three claſſes, The noblemen, who 


are about»2000-;; the citizens, the tradeſmen, 


the lawyers, the phyſicians, the prieſts, &c. 
that compaſe the bulk of population; and at laſt 


the poor, Who are reckoned the dregs of it. 
Formerly there were at Genoa different orders 


of nobility: this diſtindtion wears out by de- 
tees. Nohiligy, that is to ſay, its privileges 
may be bought. The name of the candidate is 
inſerted in a regiſter, called the Golden Book 
¶ Libro d ars) in confideration of the ſum of about 
105000-livres (abaut 416.) The ald nobility 


have been obliged, for their own ſafety, to ſub- 


mit to this ſacrifice.  'They- had rather draw into 
the claſs of noblemen, where they can continue 
toideſpiſe;-and ceaſe to fear them, the citizens 


who have enriched themſelves, than leave them 
any longer among the people, where it is no 


dae polihde te defſpite abe and where they 
An r - 


TYR ITALILJ. 35 


* 


3 ETIEETEATY 1A Y 


| begin to lock upon them as formidable. The 
Genoeſe are ſo fond, and haye ſo high an opi- 
nion of gold, of which they dread ſo much the 
effects, that they do not grant the charter of 
nobility. to their ſecretaries of ſtate, as a reward 
for their ſervices, but in conſideration. of their 
having accumulated: a fortune. Some of them 
have been ſeen. at, Genda, virtuous. enough to 
Freire: very poor. Virtue ſhines in every ſta- 
tion. The noblemen are immenſely rich; 
there are ſome: of them who have a million of 
Uvres a year. Their pomp and luxury conſiſt 
in footmen, horſes, and monks; this is all their 
pride, Some are very charitable, but it is to 
deggars. They give ſo mal-dpropos, that the 
Kate. is impoveriſhed by their gifts. | They make 
beggary flouriſh. There is not u beggar at 
Genoa, who is not certain of getting a plentiful 
25 r ys A eee not ſo RI! [ 
£2 The fovercgn power is. almoſt reduced ts 
as exceed Ae livres. What 
remains of this ſum unappropriated, to the wants 
of the ſtate, after having gone through innumer- 
able Tn is placed . n is but 
ige 4 trifling 


BELOW 7 Ys x3 
trfling. The military forces do not amount 10 | 
two thouſand men. No proper account can be 
given of the fortifications, or the galleys. 'The 
public opinion, that inviſible power, which 
often ſupplies all other, and ſooner or later Will 
triumph, is of no conſequence in this countr). 
The heart has ceaſed to obey. What a legilla- 
tion!” The nobles have created almoft all the 
laws. The greateſt part of the code is, in 
many reſpects, but a lift of privileges. The mi- 
litary forces I have juſt mentioned, are a8 ff 
governed as they are weak. The general has 
the command of his troops but three months, 
and commands with his hair flowing behind, 4 
Hort mantle; and a black fuit of cloaths. The Le 
giſlative power is too much divided: it remains 
too ſhort a time in the fame hands, and the con- 
currence of too many is required for executing 
it. The ſtate has too many heads to have a real 
one. The laws in the ſenate are almoſt always 
premature: they are very rarely the fruit of 
mature deliberation, which is neceſlary to ripen. 
them. The moment the outlines of them are 
formed, they are thrown into an urn, and it is 
the hand of chance that draws wem. —Chance 
then' is the real legiſlator, © ET #P 
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38 4ETYPER ON LTALY- 
"The'doge has no diſtin power except that 
"2 having fuch propoſitions. as he thinks proz 
per, debated; a' power conſiderable enough 
when he happens to be a man of abilities, but 
too great if he is not an honeſt man; for the 
doge has all the moments the ſenate lies 
- dormant, and the feniors are almeſt always 
aſleep. The doge remains two years in his 
office, during which time he cannot quit his 
palace but by a public order, viz. a decree; 
The chief of this republic is treated like a 
priſoner. At the expiration of two years he is 
obliged to go to his own houſe, there to re- 
main for ten days under a ſtrict guard: any ci- 
tizen may, within thoſe ten days, indict him; 
the council of the ſupreme magiſtrates. exa- 
mine his condut—a very wiſe inſtitution, bu 
reduced now to a mere ceremony] I forgot nl 
mention the loſs of time occaſioned by the 
formalities attending the opening of every 
meeting of the ſenate. - A ſecretary. of ſtate 
begins by reading a ſermon; a clerk” then 
never ceaſes crying out veniant jurare (let 
them come to ſwear) for the ſpace of two 
hours. The noblemen are ſo careleſs about 
ay affairs, that often, in order to obtain 


the 


by 


ASEEEN$,.99 4Þ4$4F + 
the number neceſſary for the validity of a de- 
liberation, they are obliged” to compel the 
members to attend by inflicting fines—as if 


105 were funmating Baur to hard ſtatute 
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17 wy H 1 pr power is as badly 
„ EI 
. witimigly'rwery: odly cotapaled. 
judges national. The judgments of the ſenate 
axe brought to a tribunal called the ſupremes. 
be ball where the petty council fit, and 
E e e ee eee 
than two hundred perſons. That of the great 
council, where the ſecret audiences are held, 
contains two thouſand. The lawyers concern- 
ed in the cauſes; have all the books, they 
think may be \neceſſary in pleading, brought 
" before-the tribunal in baſkets, and they read 
the text, whenever they pleaſe. Such a diſ- 
play of books is quite ridiculous; it prolongs 
very much the uſual time of pleading; which 
is longer here than elſewhere, both on account 
of a profeſſion generally accompanied with a 
profuſion of ſpeech, and of a language in which 


the words flow ſo naturally, The lawyers 


| plead ſeated; an unfavourable poſture for the 
advantageous. motions. of eloquence. Some 
of the counſel however do not pay very great 
regard to eloquence ; of the two I heard, one 
ſpoke tolerable Italian; the other a kind of 
7 Jargon. Five judges wer round a table, with 
the preſident in the. middle; : Atingon!;they 
got up; the audience fell on theit knees ;, tlie 
lawyers themſelves kept filence, and the Angelus, 
a kind of noon-day. prayer, was Joudly recited. 
Some of the judges went out for a moment, 


and then retufned: the- lawyers) continued 


their pleading; for you might as well attempt, 
except during the Angelus, to men ane 
as to ſtop their Vociferatien. B 0 


wt 48 0 U 1 n 19 85 * — 1 


The an y er vog ry "by black ad 
whics\ balls,” This ſonm of judzing protradhs 
the ſentenee -predigioully, and covers many acts 


of injuſtice.” L- have fad chat the civil aus 


are very impetfect this is a ſtriking proof of 
it. Neither the parties hor the witneſſes ſign 


the acts that paſs before the tiotaries, ſo that 


che latter are maſters of all the agreements and 


conventions. The change brok ers are ſtill 
more ſo; they tranſact buſineſs even without 


witneſſes ; their word is a contract. 
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Ane e e 1 baing bade 
* e are publiſned at Gena 
the ſenate have the pri e of pardoping, 
and ſeldom fal to uſe it for the purpoſe, of pleaſ- 
ing the people, who digaify, impunity wich the | 
name of liberty z as the. nobility likewiſe cal 
their oppreſſion liberty. Allowing theſe two 
© ſpecies of freedom, the people and the nobles 
are neatly on a par. Cauſes for eee Sond 
pleaded, and in general for all crimingl affairs. 
Sentence of death is very uncommon. bat 
tuo perſons haye been executed Within theſe 
ſ years, and the: death; of one of them Was 
really, demanded by the general voice. The ſe- 
nators made the people force them to it: they 
were attacked on all ſides with libels, and lam- 
poons, ſon the. ſpace of two months. They 
condemned him at laſt, yet the delinquent bad 
Uke to. haye made his eſcape: thoſe; who led 
him to the gallows ſuffered him to run aways 
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err on it. & 
but the populace purſued him, and compelled 
the officers of juſtice to lead him to puniſh- 
ment——he had committed ten murders [ 


8 * 
*. 


On * the town of 9 you ſee 
fixed in the wall ſome defamatory tones. 
They contain the condemnation. of certain 
criminals; and. devote them for ever tg the 
public execration. By monuments of infamy 
and by ſtatues, many vixtues.might be promote 
ed, and many -vices. eradicated, It would be, 
_ the means of erecting a el e 


mor als, 


* I. 88 are 5 but this 1 
dictive ſpirit is owing: to the difficulty of the 
people's obtaining juſtice, either. againſt the 
nobility, on account of their power. on again} | 
their, equals, on account of the noblemen's |: 
protection. The number of murders is thus 
eaſily accounted for, and their motive, a8 well 
as, the general impunity, is juſtified, Moſt | 
of the murders are not crimes, but juſtice, 
which muſt take place by ſome means or other. 


Every, nation has begun with this, criminal juſ- 
tice : duelling is both a remaining cuſtom, agg 
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bb. HE E p power r of adminifiration goo goe 0 


Bere is no Knowing, i in caſe of neceſſity, where 


— 0 AY 


through 455 many ne 8 3 ſo quickly, tat 


to apply: alt orders incroach upon, counter- 


«BT 


| and deſtroy one another. Alas! what an 
p adminiſtration ? It is caſtomary for the ſenate 
„ c permiſſion of the clergy to eat meat in 
bent. This year, the nobility, whoſe privilege 
it is to folicit that liderty, had much falt fich t to 
d ofe of, the ſenate therefore dick not ſolicit it; : 
the republic has kept lent, and the noblemen 
have fold their falt fiſh. A ſeries of curious 
fads, not unlike this, have infpired the people 
with fo great a deteſtation of the nobility, that 
the moſt cordial imprecations have been re- 
cently heard againſt u ie . is, r 
hood! nobles, e 


1 — 


The in of tieren arts, N is 


no W ä in this — There are 


no 


n 


nw 


n e ORETALY) Of 


no longer. academies, ſtatuaries, or painters; 
Inſtead of thirty thouſand looms, there are now 
but twelve thouſand—all is declining, . There 
are, however; amyng* the citizens ſome, who 
have received a liberal education, and ſeem well 
inftrufted; I have ſeen in the hands of ſeveral 
Mr. Necken's-\/Adnin;f ration} of the Finances. 
W hoeyer can read, bas read this work; w. who- 
ever can think, eſteems_ it; and whos 9920 
feels, is enthuſigſtically charmed, with the pe 
xuſal of it. Of what importance bis prig- 


"4 ciples! Wat depth in bis refleions What 


recifion in his ideas ! What 3 ſtyle 1 
II is the ſtyle of great writers 3 it breathes T4 
cred. zeal for the happineſs of .mankind, which 
is che yery:fouly nay; L bad almoſt faid, the di. 
vinity of the whole work. Such a_produdtior 
may. furniſh /excellent.. ſprings for the adm 
viſtration of all the governments of Europe, 
Envy, may bite in vain che ſtatue of a Necker 
| it is ae onze. 6+ 24% 19 N. Sr 92 bak 
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less BIM deſerves to- b6 
 paticulatly- taken notice af, It is more ih 
faſhion at Genoa than in any oiher place. But 
vrkat is in appearance a Ciciſbeo? What is he 
in reality How) dges à woman make uſe of 
him ? On hat footing does che man wWiſh tobe + 
who'is in chat capacity? How do the huſbands 
fuffer ſuch a cuſtom? Is the Ciciſbeo the huſ- 
band's locum tenens? How far does he frepre- 
fent him 7 What is the origin of this cuſtom? 
What cauſes ſupport or alter it? What influc | 
enee has it on the manners? Are there any 
viſe; or any ſimilitude of it; found in the man- 
ners of other nations i Diffeult queſtions in- 
deed to reſolve l But to end de onec f in two 
words, ſo great a ſubject, I will ſay, that the 
Cieiſbeo repreſents a pen pres, at Genoa, Pami 
de la 8 on friend of the family) at Paris. 


' 


| Wives in 0 FOES have no Anni au- 
ae Ihe huſband orders and pays. A 


prick, 


rr OR Arr. Oy_ 
prieſt, in many noble and rich families, is the 
houſe ſtewar Iba ſeen. one of them find _ 
fault wird the breakfaſt 3 ſervant was carrying 
to 2, lady... The Genoeſe ladies are dreſſed 
Witdeut 3ny, taſte z they copfonnd, erpenes 
With orpament, and ornament with elegance, 
They have not the leaſt idea of ſuiting the head- 
gels to. the features of the copntenangey the 
cglours to the compleian, ad the: quality/of | 
ite Cuff ta dhe ſhape. There is nat ang of them | 
- . that can cover a defect, enhance 3 charm, of 
 viguiſe her age. They are all Painted, cen 
thoſe who have the faireſt complexions. White 
Paint is. as, wuch in faſhign; gt Genoa, as 
zrmillion at Paris; red is as much in dife - 
repute ag White among us very odd con- 
traſt ene ben has not dar 1 
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The ladies 3 a n — | | | 
they call mezzaro; they may go alone where- 
ever they-pleaſe with this veil; and none can 
ever, does not conceal their faces, hut it cone 
geals many intrigues, The manpers of Genoa 


n n 
are Ulſerlicte: the 'ornatiient, the happineſs and 
the vittue of ſociety. No maternal tenderneſß, 
n o filial fond nefs, no frate cnal attachment the 
Fin ity will baue its heirs, its collateral branches 

==" the Tover does not exift in this coun- 

50 ö the individual is e 

Games of hazard are publicly permitted at 

Genoa. Tris not aſtoniſhing, that ſovereigns, 

Who dabble every morning on change in the 
public funds, ſhould gamble every evening at 

8 _ eardsin their aſſemblies. Notwithſtanding this 

deep gaming, the Genoeſe are heaftily tired of 

this manner of living. They never meet at a 

ſocial dinner or = At their afſemblies, 

of, as they call them, converſazioni, refreſh- 
ments of all kinds are ferved to the company ; | 
the rooms are elegantly lighted, a quantity of 
money is won and loft, ay Cactibetten 2908 on 

End ere n 

£7 Blaine is are to the higheſt pied 

at Genoa; The foot paths are crouded with 

blaek priefts and friars, and the ftreets ſuffici- | 
ently lighted by Madonnas, before whoſe images 
nn, burns 4 candle or a lamp. This 


| . 3 town 


_ — ur_—_ 


NI 


town offer the moſt IE contraſts. | There 
is ſo much libertioiſin, , that there are no public 


TY CE 
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women of the town; there are ſo many prieſts, 


— 


that there i is 50 religion; 3 fo many people wh ho 
govern, that there is no government ; j and, 0 


many alms distributed, that it ſwarms 1 with 
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0 WHAT 1 what ** FEY 
ant: its maſs, its elevation, its 
extent; ĩts magnificence, aſtoniſhme ! it is called 
Þ Albergo de peveri, the aſylum for the poor, But 
how diſpleaſed am I with all theſe marble co- 
each oftheſe columns occupies the place ofſeveral 
men. Had they a mind togive, in this palace only, 
to the poor, the ſhaxe that belongs to them in all 
the reſt of the palaces? The poor are properly 
lodged in this aſylum, and by no means con - 
ned in a priſon. They may all go out to- 

morrow if they pleaſe, the girls with a portion, 
the men with a trade. Theſe charitable con- 
_ tributions require not the ſacrifice of your li- 
has been taken to place the ſtatues of all the be- 
nefactors, who were the founders, or the ſup- 
porters, of this generous. aſylum. The former 


are W ligings the latter ſtanding. - An 
Intereſting 


— 


intereſting and happy emblem ! an ingenious 
diſtinction !] I am vaſtly pleaſed, that the ſen- 
ſible ſouls, who lie concealed in this retreat, 

under the Por of miter), may have it in their 


power to fix their grateful eyes on ſomething, 
that offers to them a ſtronger object than a 


name on images, on marble. Many were the 
cauſes that contributed to the foundation of this 
hoſpital and its revenues; vanity, religion, and 
compaſſion. The revenues are immenſe : they 


would be ſufficient to keep four times the num - 


28 ber . this hoG- 
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I ſaw in its chapel a marble medallion repre- 


Itis a xcal Jeſus—it is death himtelf; it in n 
mother; it is, in ſhort, Michael Angelos 
production —Behold theſe ſtatues that exhibit 

the aſſumptian of the virgin they are the pro- 
duction of à French artiſt, of Puget, who, in 


repreſeiiting a niracle, has wrought one Ner- 
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2414 8755 Tur churches at Geben me 


nem 25: This pomp and luxury; 
aan _— une W —— in a 
tention. All. theſs: pictures, all cheſts Ratuvs, 
and all theſe ornaments, divert its attention, 


F nothing elſe ſhould ap- 


chem. the immen-· 
Fity that Epuretes ein. The middle of a vaſt 


and deep foreſt would be, in my opinion, the 
- Gneſtof all temples; the only ornaments: in it 


quid be a gloomy ſolemn light. It is there 
where the Gauls adored God, and it is chere 


2. 


| dented imagination feels him. The ar- 
chitecture of churches is, therefore, very 
improperly planned, when it exhibits, as at Ge- 
nba, elegant aſſembly rooms, or magnificent 
 opera-houſes. | The cathedral, which is very 


247 EAT 


awful 


— 
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awful and majeſtic, ſhould be excepted ; and the 
church of Carignan likewiſe, on account of St, 
Sebaſtian's ſtatue, the work of the inimitable 
Puget. The expreſſion of his countenance is 
wonderful. Grief and anguiſh are ſtruggling 

with the fervour of faith. How this marble 
ſuffers! The barbarians i they have had the cru- 
elty to pierce with arrows eee 
cruelly. to torment a ſoul rapt in heavenl7 
joy which ſeems only to wait for the moment 
that is to free it from thoſe exquiſite pangs, an 
then return to the celeſtial. manſion. Behold 
another of Puget's ſtatues I it repreſents a 
biſhop, whoſe name I know not. This too is” 
very fine, but it is near that of St. Sebaſtian; 
we admire it, but the heart enen * 
ment before! N e , 22 
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-L E T: T ER XXW. 
| LUCCA.” 
| of AWAKE i in len near to 
e eee Nane Cæſar, and Craſſus, 


tore the Roman univerſe into pieces, and di- 
vidled it amongſt them. After having entered 
into ſuch a contract before four hundred 
_ thouſand men, they certainly could not fleep 
Rome, I found that of Lucca, the whole m- 
© fire of which is comprized in eight ſquare 
. - thouſand inhabitants contrive every,year, in the 
bdeſt manner they can, to live during the whole 
* twelve months, by abſtinence from food half 
the year. This tree, planted in a fertile ſoil, 
but of ſmall extent, has likewiſe the misfortune 
of having two hundred gluttonous branches, 
or two hundred noble families. The privilege 
of opprefling, on one ſide - the neceſſity of 
bearing oppreſſion on the other, is what is 
ſtyled liberty at Lucca, and in all other ariſtb- 
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word Libertas is written in-gold letters over the 
gates of the town, and at the corner of every 
ſtreet; and by ſo often repeating its name, the 
n 


The nobility have a _ feſtival nid. 
year in commemoration of /iberty, But how - 
is it poſſible that the people ſhould believe they 
enjoy this liberty? How Do they not believe 
_ + that this wooden crucifix, which they call volte 
ante (the holy image), decorated: with crimſon 
velvet ſlippers, on work-days, and gold-tiſſue 
ones on Sundays, took its flight, on a certain 


day, from St. Frediano's church, where in all | 


probability he grew tired of living, and that 
he came to chuſe ten e in the 
W | 


Ts am e for ee ieee details 
a eee one of the prin= 
ipal tyrants of this ſmall republic. He has 
lived Jong in France, ſpeaks very good French, 
chiefly to the handfome Thereſa M—, 


Who thinks 4 P Anglaiſe, and ſpeaks 6. la Frans - 


' — Faiſe, She told me that, after having taſted 
_E3 | 5 Y French 2 


© — 


* 76 LETTERS. ON 1TALY, 


Eviinch literature, the Italian could not be 
endured. Ah]! Madam ! Taffo=Ariofto— 


4 - 


Arioſto and Taſſo, replied Thereſa, are poets : 


language of their own—And Metaſiaſio? did 


I ſubjoin; for ſurely your tender looks 
meant to ſay pretty; ſhe underſtood: me, and 
ſmiled—Metaſtaſio, with all my heart, though 
it muſt be owned, that Metaſtaſio exhibits but 
a few fine ſtrokes of his pencil: Racine, on 
the contrary, finiſhes his painting. Metaſta- 
ſio grazes the heart—Racine wounds it. The- 
reſa M. makes pretty diſti mh and The- 
. M. is . | = 

The S introduced me the fame even- 
win to the principal converſation of the no- 
bility of Lucca. A mortal irkſomeneſs pre- 
vailed; the ladies were ſo ſincere as to own 
it, but there was no neceſſity; the ennui was 
viſible. A cruel law that has dared to infringe 
on the ſacred privilege of their charms ; that 
has deprived them of their elegant finery, 
condemns them to wear mourning almoſt all 
been long. In 3 uy they can wear 


of all countries, and their language is a 


coloured | 
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coloured dreſſes, and then they are ſure of 
e He OI TO Oey gy $4 


4 had the 288 Gckeulty in the work to 
procure” the code of the Luccheſe criminal 
laws. There are none to be had at the book- 


ſellers: a lawyer ſold me a copy of it, and 


pretends to have relinquiſhed to me his own-: 


1 repreſented to ſome of the nobility, how odd 


it was that, in a republic, the neceſſary know- 
lege of the criminal laws could not be obtain- 


| poſes every body to know them. But give 
me leave to obſerve, gentlemen, that in a re- 
public, the people ſhould not only be ſuppoſed 
to know the laws, but they ſhould know them 
in reality. In ſome monarchies, indeed, that 


. 


ed: I was anſwered, that the republic ſup- 15 


might, in a certain manner, be excuſed, as the 


laws are ſometimes precarious and ineffectual. 
Pray explain to me, M. le Comte, how the 
law excludes the natives from enjoying any 
places in judicature, and entruſts foreigners 
with them.” —< It is with an intent that the 
judges, by having no intimate connections with 
the citizens, may be more impartial. „— 


64 e Sir, I will grant you, that ſtrangerd 
: . cannot 


Rs 


with the citizens ; but can you prevent them 
from contracting ſome, ſooner or later? Be- 
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bb 


fides, is not public opinion the beſt guardian 


The honour of every man is in his country.“ 


What would you have us do? It is the cuſ-— 
tom of Italy.”-—« Such a cuſtom does not im- 
preſs us with a favourable idea of the laws of 
| | Italy.“ Ds _ n 88 


IF FIR Mike Cre, * Why are fi 2 


wo 


| ences, and not the criminal, ſubject 


peal? * This is an old cuſtom. ee 


bliſhed in trcubleſome times after our civil 
wars. It was then neceſſary to over-awe the 


people, by NOS the ſword immediately over 
their hea . do not doubt in the leaſt, 


but that this law, as well as many others, was 


made, not for, but againſt,” the people. — 


'Three-fourths of the laws depend on the 
ſtrength of arms; the mildeſt laws are but fet- 


ters. But this time of trouble is over, M. 


5 le 


IF 


_ of a judge's integrity? “ Certainly, then, 
the public opinion muſt have leſs weight with 
ſtrangers, who are changing place, than with 
citizens, who are ſettled in the country. 


— * 
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le Comte, why do you retain ſuch a cuſtom ?” 


9 Becauſe we are uſed to it: innovations are 


right ; in a ſtate where the top cruſhes the 
baſe, the leaſt ſhake at the foundation is fatal 
W fant” 0 | N 
ee me, Sip to atk you another 3 
tion.— 4 By the effect of your indefinite en- 
tails, and your birth-rights, which preclude 
the youngeſt branches from all convenient mar- 
riages, the number of individuals- among the 


| "nobility, and ſome whole families, muſt be in- 


ſenſibly dimidiſhing.”—< That is true.” — 


This inconveniency obliges you, in order to 


„ — 
- 


fill the different departments of the ſovereign. 


power, to call in the noblemen, the moment 
they arrive at majority. That is true.” 


—< But why do you not reform ſo dangerous 


an abuſe? You have no excuſe for ſuffering it 
your own. intereſt is concerned in this caſe.” 


—< Preſent intereſt will always prevail, you 


know, over future. We are men, before 


any thing elſe; we become citizens after- 5 
wards. Your reflections are juſt; they have 


often occurred: to us, and it is certain, that | 


„ „ a. 
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the class: of nobility is very much reduced: we 
can ſcarcely form the number of one hundred 
and twenty, which is neceſſary to W and 
erxerciſe in full the ſovereign power. But 
how can the younger brothers, who vote in the 
ſenate, ſuffer ſuch oppreflive laws? - Bro- 
_ thers of a family have but a ſingle vote in the 
ſenate among them; and, in common, the 
eldeſt have a right to vote for ever. —4 1 
- Conceive now, why you have at the ſame time 
Jo much divided the ſovereign power, and ſo 
much confined it, that in the revolution of two 


months there remains none in any hands, and 


in that of two years it has gone through them 

All. | You were afraid of one another; wut, 
perhaps, too much, and not enough, « on the 
+ contrary, of the foreigners, and the people. 
You have modelled a government, as if you 
were to be always at war among yourſelves, 
and always at peace with your neighbours.” — 
That may be; but we are not, however, 
under the leaſt apprehenſion. & So much the 
worſe: a republic is never leſs ſecure, than 
when ſhe thinks ſhe has nothing more to fear. 


But whence ariſes your ſecurity?” - The grand | | 


duke of e has confirmed all our privi- ' 
23 lleges. 


— 


1 % 
* 
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leges:” — And are you not apprehenſive of a 


T2, man, who can confirm your privileges! On 


che peoples ſide, I agree, you ſeem in greater 


ſecurity ; they are poor; they buy their bread 8 


of you; you entertain them with frequent ſeſ— 
tivals and rejoicings; they believe in the holy 
image, and even in liberty; 3 but you noblemen 


have little faith.“ “ It is true that the no- 


bility; in general, poſſeſs a good ſhare of phi- 
loſophy.” —< Yes, the philoſophy of Machia- 
vel; is it the cuſtom likewiſe among you to 
put out the eyes of your ſlaves? Does your 

' throne too ſtand on the foundation of the 
altar? cc Provided it ſupports itſelf, no mat- 
ter whether it ſtands on the ſand, or on a 
rock.” 4 Sir, were I to dive any deeper 
into your conſtitution, I might be taxed, not 

only with indiſcretion, but with impertinence; 
let us change the ſubject, and talk of pictures. 
— With all my heart, we ſhall agree better 
upon that head, I dare ſay. Will you go and 


ſee mine? we will pay a viſit e 
thoſe of Count B. | 


7 R. bas a genes 5 but tha 


of Count B. is finer. The latter poſſeſſes a 4 


E 5 ſketch 


* 


— 


| the original of which is at Genoa, Ah! there 


x for me to fay about Lucca ?—One muſt enter 
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ſketch of the beautiful ſcene of Paul Veroneſe; 


I ſee a Corregio ! The graces proclaim it.— 


Dis a little child carefling a lamb. Scarcely | 


does he touch it, his little hands ſeem to kiſs it. 
Can one ſpeak of other pictures, after having 
ſpoken of one of Corregio's? The Graces 
would never forgive me. What elſe remains 


the ſenate-houſe, only for de ee of Grying 


: hh eee | 


e 83 


a book with this title, On Re 


Holineſs of Virginity, proved by the Bible 
the Life of Children; and on the ſenate's reg ova 


I found Smith on the Wealth of Nations. ow - 


may viſit the Jacobines' . and ſee . | 
that ra never be read. 


e Lucca; eee 

ſet by beggars in the ſtreet, let M. de 
ſay what he pleaſes to the contrary. The peo- 
ple are rather of a mild temper. But are they 
g . 1 | 
and 
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and all our queſtions i in a nation How difficult 
to anſwer ſuch a queſtion! How difficult to 
define. the people's happineſs or unhappineſs; 
and, above all, to aſcertain its degree “ In 


proportion to its population,“ replied once to 


me M. le Comte de R.. By this 
rule, added he, the people of Lucca muſt be 
happy. The population is actually fuch, in this 
republic, that the country cannot entirely pro- 
that fathers, who cannot nouriſh their children; 


children, who are forced to fly from their mo- 


_ thers; and citizens expoſed by their country, are 
happy? But you are ſenſible that population 


is the true thermometer for the proſperity of a 


ſtate. “ I know, Sir, that this is the re- 
ceived opinion, pretended to be true, often re- 
peated, and oſten printed: but perhaps on. this 
ſubject we might argue as on all others; wel- 
fare and happineſs may lie between the two. 


J am of opinion that within, or beyond, a cer- 


tain number of fouls, the unhappineſs of a na- 
tion begins. Population ſhould be conſidered” 
in different points of view; as the cauſe and 
the * of” public proſperity, among great 

| I 1 | - and”: 
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and lecke nations; in certain political fituas | 
tions; at different periods of civilization; and 
chis has not yet been done, or attempted,— 
What is very certain is, that the Luccheſe 
people are not happy.” What do you think 
of liberty?“ ſaid I, one day, to one of the peo- 
ple — “As r for the nobles, Sir, but 
not for us.“ Another remarked to me, That 
fear was a motive at Lucca, far more power- 
ful than love—fa pin gui il timore che Pamore,” 
ſaid he. A third made me obſerve, © That 
the nobility paid no turnpike taxes; the of- 
ones Gare 1 not fearch their OG 


Noblemen FR to the affairs of go 
vernment in this republic, than in that of Genoa. 
They have hardly, indeed, any other occupa- 
tions to mind, or intereſts to purſue: that of 
commerce, they have not in the leaſt; beſides, 
- the ſmallneſs of their dominion is, at once, 

= fafeguard, and a continual alarm to them. 
The ſenate of Lucca fat yeſterday, from five 
in the evening till four in the morning. What 
were they conſulting, debating, and haranguing 
about, do you think About © giving a place | 
to a ſerjeant. | 


There 


— 
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There are not ſix hundred men in the garri- 
ſon of Lucca: M. de reckons ſix 
thouſand. The Luccheſe peaſants kill one 
another for the mereſt trifle. An. affront is 
atoned for by a ftab. Diſputes are ſoon at an 
end by means of ſuch arguments. The neigh- 
bourhood of the mountains, the proximity of 
other princes” ſtates, and principally the want of 
proper juſtice, keep up in theſe people this abo- 
- minable ſpirit of revenge. 


* 


Farewel, Lucca !— Adieu to M. 8 
and adieu to Liberty ! but farewel chiefly to 
thee, Thereſa M. —; for it is only thee The- | 


reſa M. that one quits, in departing, from 
Lucca | 


ME ns 8 * 
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Ras 5353 4 TEES + 2 9 
FBO meet with ſome mineral! 
waters before you reach Pifa. The grand. 
duke has been there thefe three weeks, with 
tte grand ducheſs, and fome of the children. 
ttat are inoculating. I have viſited the baths.. 
It is the fineſt water in nature, flowing in the 
2 marble, and health is faid to flow with 
Piſa ſtands on the two banks of the Arno. | 
Th town is almoſt defert. The one ee 
and twenty thouſand citizens, that lived i 
under the conſuls, and the firſt Medicis, are 
now inſenſibly reduced to fifteen thouſand 
inhabitants, under kings. It is true, the 
commerce of India paſſes no longer through 
Italy. The cathedral of Piſa, called the dome, 
deſerves the traveller's attention. Its tower 
attracts immediately the eyes of all ſtrangers; 
it really frights them. It inclines ſo much to 
one ſide, that it appears falling every inſtant: 
but what "ey an aſſurance of the contrary is, 
DE that | 
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that it has been in the fame ſtate for many 


ages, like the Roman empire under the Cæſars. 
This phænomenon is the ſubject of a grand 
problem. Is it owing to the ground, or to the 
architects intention, that this tower is thus 
inclined ? To diſcuſs in my letters this mighty 
- queſtion, would afford an excellent opportunity 
of becoming ridiculous and tirefome—let me 


try to avoid it. Let us rather examine the 
| brazen gates of this cathedral, which un- 


doubtedly fuggeſted this hemiſtich of Vir- 


gil Spirantia mollius æra the braſs actu- 
ally breathes. The cathedral is ſpacious and 
majeſtic: two rows of granite antique columns, 
to the number of ſeventy, which are the pre- 
eious remains of ancient temples, could not be 


5 disfigured by the Gothic taſte, that brought 


them into that building. The baptiſtery, or 
the rotunda, has likewiſe its merit. But you 
are ſeized with amazement, and ſtruck with 

admiration, on entering il campo ſanto (the holy 


ground), once the burying-place of the Pifans ; 


a ſuperb and immenſe encloſure, filled with | 
tombs, and marble mauſoleums, many of which 
are wonderfully wrought. One of theſe mau= | 


— 


ſoleums was erected, by the king of Pruſſia's 


1 7 5 | 
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order, to the memory of Algarotti, with theſe 


* 


words written upon it Ovidii æmulh, Nætotonii 
Aiſcipulo, Fredericus magnus The names of 


Ovid, Algarotti, Newton, and Frederick, on a 


tomb ! The middle of this encloſure is a gar- 


den, of which the ſoil is the facred earth of 
Paleſtine, brought hither by the Piſans, to 
bury their dead in. This earth has a very 
remarkable property; they ſay, it will conſume 


2 corpſe in an hour's: time. My imagination 
will often carry me again to campo ſanto. 


All this marble, theſe epitaphs, this long cloi- 
ter, this filence, this ſolitude, this earth, theſe: 


great names, thoſe ages how affected, and 


how fluttering, is the heart, amidſt theſe ſcenes. 
3 
2 — * „ 7 | ; 1. 


LETTERS ON ITALY. 89 


LETTER XXV. 


FLORENCE, | 50 


| | T HE fineſt gallery in the world, 
my dear friend, is certainly at Florence; but 
I ſhall not ſpeak to you at this One». 
ſtatues, or images; I have ſeen Leopold, and 

his people. Leopold loves his ſubjects, and 
has ſuppreſſed all the taxes that were not ne- 
ceſſary; he has diſcharged almoſt all his troops; 
he has only kept a ſmall number of them ſuffi- 
_ cient to preſerve a model by. He has de- 
ſtroyed the fortifications of Piſa, which were 
extremely expenſive ; be has overthrown 
ſtones, chat devoured men. He found his 
court hid him from his people—he has no lon- 
ger a court. He has eſtabliſhed manufacto- 
ries, and cauſed the nobleſt high roads to be 
opened every where at his expence. He has 


founded hoſpitals in Tuſcany, that may really 
go under the denomination of palaces for the _ 

grand duke, I have viſited them, and found 
ia them all an exceſſive cleanlineſs, the neateft 
order, 
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#*. - order, and the moſt delicate, attentive care. 
Tube old patients I faw were ſo tenderly treated, 

that they ſeemed to be nurſed by their children; 
8 the ſick children again, by their mothers. 1 
J could not ſee, without ſhedding tears, this . 
luxury of pity and of humanity, On the fa- | 
cades. of theſe hoſpitals, they have given Leo- 
pold the title of father e the poor. the hoſ- 
ee monuments that need no inſcriptions. The 
Brand duke often comes to viſit his poor, and 
his patients; he does not neglect the good 
he has done; he not only feels the emotions 
of humanity, but poſſeſſes a humane foul. 
He never enters thoſe manſions of fo V, 
without exciting tears of heart- felt joy, and 
never quits them without receiving a thouſand 
endearing ne from very grateful rogue. | 

- Fhey feem the thanks of a happy fociety, and 

ſongs of praiſe, and effuſions of real content- 
5 ens, ON inan Ty \ 8 8 b . 


| 88 vote may be 3 to ths: 8 

duke, without boaſting of four hundred years 
of nobility without deſcending from thoſe who 

= _ Ga the crown with his anceſtors.. | 
N DO Geer cr Es 


> LETTERS ON ITALY. Os 

His palace is open, like a temple, to all his 

ſubjects, without exception. Three days in 
the week only are devoted more particularly to 

A claſs of men: it is not to the great, 

the rich, to painters, to muſicians, or ta ; 
poets; it is to the unhappy. Commerce and 

_ induſtry are in other countries, like the landed 

property, the property of a ſmall, number of 

men; in Leopold's dominions, whatever one 

can do, he may ſafely do: in poſſeſſing a talent 

you are ſure of a profeſſion ; there is but one 

_* excluſive- privilege—it is genius. The prayers 
ſent up to heaven, to implore plentiful harveſts, 

uo longer occaſion famine in the villages. 
This prince has enriched che year with a num 
ber. of working-days, which he bas reſcued | -_ 
from ſuperſtition, in order to reſtore them to 
agriculture, to the arts, and to the improvement 
of manners. He is projecting at preſent a ge- | 
neral reform of his legiſlation. He has ac- [7 

' quired new light from the - peruſal of ſome | _ 
French books; and he is impatient to intro» __ 

. duce it into the laws of Florence. He has | 
begun by rendering the civil law more ſimple, | 
and the criminal more mild. Blood has ne 

ttained the ſcaffold. in Tuſcany for theſe ten 

| | Fears? 
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55 Fears. In the priſons, liberty alone is wanting ; 


the grand duke has filled them with juſtice and 
- humanity. Softening the laws has ſoftened 
tte public manners. Heinous crimes are be- 
come rare fince the abolition of ſanguinary pu- 


- © niſhments. The priſons of Tuſcany! were 
empty once for the ſpace of three months. 


The grand duke has introduced two admirable 
ſumptuary laws—the diſtinguiſhed mark of ap- 
__ _ - probation of neatneſs and ſimplicity, and his 
- - own example. When the ſun riſes on this 


_- > prince's dominions, the prince is already up to 
. _ govern them. At ſix o'clock in the morning 


the tears of the unhappy have often ceaſed to 


_ How. His ſecretaries of ſlate are but his clerks, 


The nobility complain that he does not diſtin- 
guiſh them enough; the prieſts, that he does 


not fear them enough; the monks, that he does 


not enrich them enough; and the people in 
office, that he attends too cloſely to their con- 


duct. In his dominions the magiſtrate judges, 


the officer ſerves, the prelate reſides, and the 


man in office does his duty the reaſon is quite 


clear the prince reigns. His children are 
e brought up in a palace, but in a houſe: a 
his plan is to make them men, and not princes, f 


and they are actually ſo, The education be- 
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ſtowed on them furniſhes many leſſons of real 
inſtruction, and continually renders them ſen- 


ſible to thoſe misfortunes, which their condition 


general] y keeps at a great diſtance from princes. 
Their hearts are daily expoſed to whatever can 


open them to benevolence and compaſſion. I law 


in their hands the works of that great logician, | 
Locke. I know but two ſorts of men in my 
dominions,” ſaid the duke one day to me, 


4 * the good and the bad.” 


* 


S ih The king and queen of Naples are = 


at Florence, and the ſtate is now conſulting 
| what feſtivals and entertainments are to be 
prepared for them. A temporary and ealy 


5 tax has been propoſed to the duke, to defray 


the neceſſary expences “ No,” ſaid he, I 
will not ſuffer it, my wife has ſtill upwards 


of three millions worth of jewels. The 


grand duke is happy, becauſe his people are ſo, 


and he believes in God. How genuine muſt 


be this prince's joy, when every night, reflect- 
ing on his ſubjects, before he indulges in the 


ſoft arms of ſleep, he is able to give an account 


to the renn Being of the happineſs of a 
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million of ſouls, to which he has contributed 
during the courſe of the day! What muſt not 
ſuch a prince feel, with ſo much confidence in 
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eh IN Sd ta 
nee | 
the ſun ; I will ſhew you to-day his ſpots and 


imperfections—at leaſt thoſe with which they 


| reproach him; thoſe, in ſhort, that envy pretends 
to have diſcovered, but with its leering eyes which 
is itſelf the cauſe of thoſe ſpots. They ſay of 
him, © that ſince he has eftabliſhed an unlimited 
As -avjetepis bread, ate That ſince: he has 
prevented debtors from being impriſoned, the 
diſtreſſed find no ſuccour from money=lenders, 


Zzaly, That the grand duke protects beggary. 
ciers and the nobility, and that he harraſſes 
them.“ Hear the converſation I had on the 


three firſt articles of this accuſation, with a very = 


' ſenſible, well-informed perſon, . 
e vaſt 


; 1 Have : 


. 


| LETTERS oN ins 
I have viſited, ſaid I, the hoſpital at Piſa, i 


and never ſaw hoſpitals where humanity had leſs | 
reaſon to complain of real palaces. The in- 


Providmia Leopoldi patris pauperum, I have 
ſween the care of the father of the poor.— It ſtood 


e before me but it might ſtill be 
,”- replied to e ile perſon I was talking | 


m9 —1 rue, but theſe, hoſpitals have one great 
advantage, they are extremely airy; air is the 
firſt of all aliments for health, and the firſt of 
all remedies for diſorders. V ou have ſeen our 
hoſpitals ? You do not travel then like the croud 
of Engliſhmep? In a hundred, there are not 
two who ſeek for inſtruction. To paks over 
many leagues of land or Water, to drink punch 
and tea at the inn they alight at, to ſpeak ill 
of all other nations, inceſſantly boaſting of their 
on. —chis is what the Engliſh call travelling: 
tion for them. But pray, Sit, what has been 
the conſequence of the unlimited liberty of 


ce It has produced ſo good an effect, 


Ss I:would not adviſe any perſon whatever to 
attempt re-eſtabliſhing the former reſtrictions; 
be would 3 be ſtoned to death by the 


* $5 4D x þ : people. 


8 LET TRR'S :2ON.1ITALY- =_ 
people. I have read all that has been done ot 
written in your country, for and againſt the li 
berty of trade. Experience has declared in fa< 
pened to be in Tuſcany:two-bad harveſts. The 
| fate was obliged to buy corn to the amaunt af 
 fifty-thouſand crowns: the whole was attended 
with a * deal. of trouble, and famine made 


Jon tlic ieee ee 


of commerce has been eee wo have had 
_ three ſeaſons ſtill leſs plentiful than the firit; no 
corn was bought, no debts were contracted, ma 
troubles, and the duchy did not experience fa: 
mine. It is my real opinion, that in order to 
render freedom of trade ſalutary to a ſtate, it 
muſt be unlimited. When the courſe of 
river is — or mne, Bagnations 


— P 


2 e ionees N 
8 were rather pajnkel, but hat ith fat 
| of all beginnings. Liberty, at-its firſt ſetting 


burt quite alone, is ſure of having frequent falls 


in her way, but every fall is a leſſon to her 
and every farther ſtep ſtrengthens her march.— 
Vox. I, | 1 No 


, 
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add dine 
Ry of extirpating beggary out of his 


dominions; for beggary was one of the deepeſt 5 
— the greateſt crimes, that the 


ind. Goyernment try to do it 


| being gs they advance but lowly in 
this painful and difficult taſk, becauſe beggary 


is very much favoured by religious prejudices 


and particular intereſts. Beggars are employed 
in this country for the purpoſe of knowing what 
mme prieſts are doing in their churches; how 


many tapers have been burned, au ſalut he EX= 


perſtition would loudly charge them with im- 
piety, avarice, and deſpotiſm: beggary has, 


therefore, in Tuſcany, a ſtronger and deeper 
root eee ee n are 
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y obuldſuffer. Beggary ſhame- 


iv ß“. et es oo. 


n of che hoſt in the evening); what 
prieſt has officiated, &c. beſides, theſe beggars 
ſerve likewiſe as errand- boys, at little expence. 


1 
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| . the creditot's ĩnea . 
pacity of confining their debtons has beet thes / 
cauſe that leſs money has been lent to the dif. 
treſſed, and: that they conſeqũently have leſs 
reſources in their utmoſt need uch an evil: * 
was generally dreaded, but the event has proved 
the contrary. It was nevet here the ſecurity! 
of liberty chat determined à perſon to lend, 
| ſince that ſecurity was always 'uſeleſs or onerous. 
The law has left to creditors: the ſeizure of 
goods. Anyman:in diſtreſs will always be able! 
to borrow on bis probity s if he has none, he 
will find no credit. Phat is but right, for one 
can neyer render bereue, neceſſary in a4 
ſtates N i ig 7H arg e , 8. 4 1 r 
CCC 
| See eee hook eee, yet ſimple 
anſwers,” I aſked whether they had aboliſned 
They are aboliſhed, nat by law, but by ſpe- 
nme are waiting to fee ere not 
to eee law: for adn: 
Experience alone indeed can reveal the real ſe- 
cret advantages, and the hidden miſchiefs ; 
good legiſlation is like ſound natural philoſophy, 
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it muſt be founded on experimen aue mm 


e ſhould/be —W. ³˙⁴ to 97s. 
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The aſylums ſuppreſſed in Tuſcany, and ſup- 
ported at Rome, were, for a while, the ſubject 


5 of varieonverfition afterwards. | We ſpoke of 
te abuſe and ſcandal of that duſtom ; on the 
impoſſibllity of the cecleſtaſtical ſtates being 


governed; of a certain bull that ex- 


5 communicates all importers of ringer Lama 


from *the-pope's territory into Tuſcany. A 


countryman, faid:my interlocutor, made a plea- 
ant remark to me 2 on this . 1 

1 beat, Sir; it can only ft on my aſs, who alone 
carries the burden of the goods, and Who luc- 
Eily has a ſtrong back.“ We ſpoke likewiſe 


4 þ SECRET ER, ) rtant © bje as of political ceco- 


nomy. With whom, pray, do you think I had 

tis long and ſenſible! converſation ? Fo whom 

wee appolite atiſwers > Nn author? a magil- 
wy” 2 — t . 


duke 


** 


** 
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duke hünek, It was he who gave me an au- 
dience, who permitted me to aſk; him any 


queſtions, to urge the matter, to cenſure his 


actions ; it was the grand duke, whoſe modeſt 


words were al ways they baue done ſo, gnuern- 
ment thoughts proper 10 da ſoz & c. ho never 


ts it was the grand duke who repulſed all wy 
praiſes, who parried them with wonderful ad- 


dress and whom T could foil but once or 


rwice ? it was the grand duke who ſpoke to me 
ſor an hour on bis feet, in à cloſet, where a 
plain table was a deſk, ſome plain deal formed 
a bureau, and a flat tin- candleſtick contained 
dhe light. The grand; duke knows no. other 


huxury. but the happineſs of bis people; us 
ar lr over Nu 


4 * Ta 4. en „N. 


[ " Ahethis epdionce Lame: r hs 


the three eldeſt of his children, the firſt ſixteen 
years old. Count Manfredini their governor, 


chamber, for their apartment (I have already 
mentioned it once, but it is well to repeat it] is 
nn I found 


” ” . © 
— * - F X - — 
* 


worthy of his charge, introduced me into their 


IS, Len in the 
, 


. 
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7 


oo. 12 7 71 „enn 
he det reading Monteſguiet's Grandeur arid 
Fall of che Romans.—Your highneſs is acquir- 
ing a knowledge of hiſtory? Ves, Sir, it is my 
© principal ſtudy, with Locke's Eſay on the Human 
_  Underflanding.—Your highneis reads Locke! 
_ Of what advantage muſt it be to your highneſs, 
to have diſſected the human brain in your cloſet, 
A ben one day you will be called to rule over the 
buman mind in your dominions l but permit 
the to invite you to add to Locke the Art of 
Thinking, and the logie of “Abbe de Condillac. 
e know that ſuch works are extant, and 
we will read them. Our converſation ſoon 
' "turned on Locke and Condillac ; ; on the advan- 
tages of metaphyſical enquiries, which alone can 
lead to the knowledge of truth; "and of the ana- 
ptic mind, that alone can find it. Of the ſyſ- 
tem of the connection of ideas, ſo pregnant 
with important truths, Condillac has pre- 
tended to be the inventor,” while it is found 
quite entire in the Human Underſtanding. 
Avas charmed, I was moved, at ſeeing 4 
prince practiſing the art of rendering men happy, 
by learning the art of knowing them. This 
prince will be able to govern by himſelf, ſor his 
knowledge will be great, and he may venture | 
w command. | 5 
. met 


8 
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I met this morning, as I was walking in the 
botanic garden, a little child, to whom a pro- 
feſſor was diſtinguiſhing the plants; it was one 
of the duke's children. One is pleaſed to ſee a 
2 monarch's offering n the Kones of na- 


* Ly 5 


ar 11 tit $5. 4 


- Jo 5 4 you. — to 1 now the 1 en 


Jou muſt go and look for him at Leghorn. 


fle is aQwually in every part of his dominions 3 
every body knows it, and it is his policy. Some 
body was ſaying to me, © we ſhould not be fo 
much indebted to the grand duke for loving bis 
people; the prince de « loves them like · 
wiſe,” —Yes, but with this diſtinRion ; 35 the 
c grand duke loyes the people, and the prince de. 
loves the populace. 
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the ſtate of monarchy, to that enormous power 
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1 AM going to entertain you now 
Rs gee The portraits of 
all che Medreis, wh have contributed in form- 


Riff W rare ant crbuded a collection of maſter- 


pleces conitaihed in it, have deen placed in its 


Balk. It was an ingenious” thought, and a piece 
br gatkice 16 Place them there. They ferm to 


8 eee re- 


ctive the ſtrangers who come to viſit them; and 


to do the Nonburs of their palace, ank the an- 


eee eee Wann 


OT ”” 


F was 5 pleaſed to look at died Sek Medicis, 
in whoſe hands, for the ſpace of many centuries, 
in the midſt of civil and foreign wars, followed 
by intervals of tranquillity and peace, the ſove- 
reign authority, that now governs "Tuſcany, 
has inſenſibly grown, ever ſince that firft influ- 
EACE of genius, virtues and riches, which began 


of 


ve S o e 


8 ee — which 
. min;; 4. ya. 
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Tuere are in this gallery wert ds 
5 — — 
wo all of Water The belt chat ſtruck 
wiarble, and with his eee mane, bis erde 
ſeems td :afk/ for the eee, to devour the 
extent uf the courſe. Let us, view chat Ra- 
man, who is haranguing che ſenate it is Cæſar 
All his body actually ſpeaks... Is chat hen 
che eloquent mouth whence iſſued thoie flowera, 
chat formed ſo many fettets How admirable 
eee This hne 
e how: 1 glides | ets I er 


with another 1 the gentleſt, and puteſt hræath 
Af life fwells, ſupports and ammates: alltlioſe 
beanteous limbs } the head, e t dare 
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f Wee a perſumed grove of lilac and roſes, 
en the borders of a purling rill, amidſt the coo- 
ing of doves, and the melodious notes of night 
ingales; it will never muſe on any thing ſo de- 


— 
\ 


Jieious as this portrait of Flora. All her charms 


- bloflbm at this inſtant like the flowers ſhe holds 


in her hands Oh what a beautiful and charm- 


ing god tis Mercury. How was Cupid 
- thenmade?—his body is truly divine certain- 
Mid erer 1 wants; it has" only | 
— — What harmony 


zn his form What — 1 Jes, the whole 


„Michael Angelo has made this god approach 
: the human ſtate. A woman, endowed with 


be :melodious Lire „Der 18 eee forms 


nie Ge of danteer). Zorci at ati ike 


ef this Mercury, Bacchus appears beautiful. 


tender ſentiments, will prefer Mercury; a wo- 
man, Jielding to the power of the paſſions, 
_ will chuſe Bacchus. But behold another Bac- 


| : chus; Rill-ſuperior to this] he is leaning on a 
_ fawn. What a ſurprizing delicacy in his 
_ limbs and EDS: the W 
f | 2; 4 42 4 4 7 but : 


& +1 
U * 


"LETTERS ON ITALY. 07 


but feeble delicate attractions, they are (if I 


may be allowed the expreſſion) juſt like the 
remains of a beloved object in à tender ſoul, 

aſter an abſence of ſome time How! is that 
Michael Angelo's celebrated Bacchus? ex- 
| claimed an amateur, juſt by mehere is then 
that fluſhed- up countenance which ſhould cha- 
racterize the jolly god? His looks are by no 
means altered; not the leaſt tottering appears 


993 Was IG ws a man? n L to 
en I ay; 7 * N SAN; 3 Fo 194-1 1 


628. 1 0 „n enn e g 
17 e hog to examine every one of theſe 
ſtatues: they all have ſome beauties” peculiar 
to them and others, that are common to them 
all. In every ſtatue; the naked parts are fleſh, 

ery, real garments. In all of them 


but veils fo de mind's NE FE ore HE 
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5 e. wonderful, e line-with which 
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nature deſigns the human body, has here ac- 


quired, under the chiſſel, and the genius of 
different artiſts, the moſt agreeable forms, 
the en motions, and the ſofteſt- un- 


Bela 1. 6 l dulat ions: | 
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| Jallations : this" line traces no angle; it 
diverges and returns by conteurs; it never 
ps, and never ſtres che eye: each form 
is always the beginning of another. Thus 
wrote | Racine, Virgil, and Fenelon. Had 
then che Grecians learned from art all the pro- 
perties of this creative line? Had they ſtudied 
all it could produce, for conveying the greateſt 
pleaſure to the eye? or did nature herſelf pre- 
Ent it to them on che human forms, ſhe was 
pleaſed to animate in her favourite climate? 
or did the Greek artiſts, in ſhort, imitate only 
a more happy nature? or did they really invent = 
pied by -Bandinelli; the original is at Rome. 
eLollection of emperors and empreſſes buſts: In- 
line your eyes; here is the Antinous: turn | 
us caſt a . look, as at random, over 5 that 


by name. Here ſtand before us all thoſe heads 
| mats tees at hoſe eſe, "nt thoſs mouths, 
| 222 We 1 and 
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_ at hot frowns, that mankind have tremb 
for ſo many ages! At the fmalleſt We of 
their hands, and at the Teaſt nod, tears and 


A v. 


blood were Teen” to flow from one end of the 
world to the other Trajan, Titus, Marcy us 

5 Aurelius my countenance gladdens and ſmiles 
2 pour aleR; as the univerſe des 4 Jour 
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© 10 NO, I ber Gi th portrait 

SE 8 be le on the croſs, his mother at 
bis feet, looking at him with ſuch an air of in- 
difference, that it neither ſeems her ſon, nor a 
- crucified body that ſhe is looking at. O ſublime 

indifference ! it is in the ſecret of this death.— 
Thus thopght Michael e 


Why i i this eieling crouded with arabeſls F 
1 85 ſuch paltry ornaments ? why any orna- 
1 ments to the cieling of the gallery of Flotence? 
= but they are Michael Angelo's.— Well! if 

they are, take them away, and convey them to 

the boudairs at Paris. The arabeſks of Michael 

Angelo put me in mind of Corneille's fugitive 

pieces. How] a collection of portraits juſt by 

nns aſſemblage of ſuch beautiful antiques! Ye 

artiſts ! fine nature at reſt, or common nature 

in motion. All others can but intereſt a coun- 
try or a century - the reſt die. But how could 


— 
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taſte ſuffer Venus combing Cupid among ſo many 
fine pictures] Does Cupid ſtand in need of be- 

ing combed? rather look in his flaxen hair for 
the leaf of a roſe that may chance to fall after 
bending his bow.—1 muſt return and ſtand 
again before that charming Mercury, that I may 
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whoſe name has reſounded all over Europe; 
who received the poet's wreath a few years 
ago in the capitol, where Petrarch had been, 
and Taſſo was to have been, crowned. Coril- 
la, the renowned Corilla I faw her yeſterday; 
but I arrived too late. The fertile imagir 
tion, the fiery rant, the volcanic erruption, in 
ſhort, is almoſt extinguiſhed. It ſtill emits, 
however, ſome brilliant ſparks. She read ſe- 
_ yeral of ber own-ſonnets to me: I could not 
few in them, that is, too few ideas, too few 
ſentiments and images. The Italian language 
Images: mazes and ſeduces by its ſweetneſs and its 
h Charmed with the mulic that enrap- 
| +2. . ear, authors ſeldom require of it 
either ſentiments or thoughts; as we French- 
men never do of our pretty women, and comic 
N Nen. proceeds that luxury of 

e 8 ä 


| words, and that poverty of ideas; remarkable 
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in all their diſcourſes : inſtead of beſtowing on 
the thoughts as few words as poflible, they are 


pleaſed te overload them; thus when molt 


parts of the fentences are ſtripped of their re- 
dundancy, ſcarcely an idea remains. Nothing 


ſo eaſy as improvwiſure (to. chant extempore) in 


lealian 3. in ſo echoing à language;: where 
every ſentence may be a line, and every word 


a: rhyme, , Beſides, it is not-requiret that W 


tmprovijatere ſhould think, or make his au- 
ditors think. A certain meaſure af common 


place, ſome. conceits eee av all theta 
Hale to Gene | 


greatly excites hem. The ſoul and body re- 
eiprocally move as the horſeman and the horſe. 


The teaſt noiſe round a harpſichord, or u brain, 


makes it reſound. Some Lalians allom the 


inconveniences- of that rnultitude of bohrelsg 


that- good writers in Italy ſuppreſſed the ꝗ ] ili 


e e 
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| conſonants; with a view of giving the proper 
ſhades,” breaking the + monotony, and for the 
puxpoſe of trigging, in ſome meaſure, the ſen- 
tence, -- tog rapid -otherwiſe by the | vowels. 
Some ſenſible Italians, all men of letters, who 
Lupported) his cauſe; Pray, Bir, faid he, 
were you to have the choice of writing in a 
language; compoſed of vowels, or in one, 
eompoſed of conſonants, would you not chuſe 


aſk me, whether I ſhould prefer for a painting, 


. ſhould prefer neither, for 1 
| *thould e eee Cos. A ite 
EFFVVCCC0CCCC eb ot3-an 3-9! Nat wut 

Corilla begged of Nardini, the beſt makician 

of Italy, to charm us with his violin. That 


inſtrument in his hands is a living voice, or 


contains one in it. He touched fibres in 
Nardini divides the air! With what addreſs he 
expreſſes che ſound of all the chords of his in- 
ſttument! With ee TER eee 
ies the ſound! i oy 11817 
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the former? - *Tis guſt as if you were to 


2 pallet totally filled with ſoot, to one of roſe- 
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| the cChiſſel, and the pen: there exiſts no lan. 
guage in the world that can model ſo many 
charms.Vou ſee that it is of the Venus f 
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mu > 


thing a (thouſand times more beautiful than 
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Ace THIS is the fourth umé 1 bave feen 


her, and have not ſeen her yet. L have been 
Jooking at her theſe two hours, and cannot 


draw her picture, but am unable even to del 
ſeribe her. She will always: baffle the penei, 


Medicis J ſpeak. I fat down before her with 


whatever you l av ſeen of moſt beautiful 
a thouſand times more moving than all that 


raviſhing than all that has ever raviſhed you 


ſuch is the Venus of Medicis: In this Venus, 


every thing is actually Venus. Every thing 
you diſtinguiſh in her, is a grace. Thewwhale 


Ng I OO ESL florid with 
A * Pouch, 


row tired of looking at her.—I wiſh'1 could 


" BETTERS: O 1 4 ˙n 


ud, and breathes a refulgent divinity. Do 
not think I am exaggerating—T do not ſpeak 
with enthuſiaſm : look at this head yourſelf | 
Does not , every, one of theſe features breathe 
_ voluptuouſneſs, in the fame manner as every 
| leaf of a rode exhales the roſe ? In what a la- 
byrinth, of beauties dpes not the ee wander 
and-loſe itself] It deſcends, or rather. glides 
- frm. beauty to; beauty, from grace. to grace, 
from: charm to charm by following the moſt 
. iperging lind; from dhe top of that divine 
Wrchead to "the. ,extreniity of chat celeſtial 
hos, without. 2 ay. 2 _ | 
; [hind abt ane; We kingers, 
- they are ſo delicate; it fares not touch that 

baſom, ſo pure it isl But what ſenſes can re- 
| 6ſt; and not be inflamed, before the Venus of 
eee en * 
pure delicious tenderneſs, ſtill free from all de- 
Aves, which ſo ſweetly animates it, when it 
_ Kalfopens itſelf to. love. But Venus, they 
. is naked Don't you perceive ber modeſ- 
"Be e . of | 
TEST e Venus r 
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Venus ?=She does not think; rh does 
but feel. How pleaſed am I, and how I ad- 
mire the gentle inclination of her body ! With 
what grace the timid' foot developes itſelf from I, 
under the charming knee! Venus is on the | 
earth ; but Venus does not reſt upon it. B; 
continually contemplating this Venus, I fancy . 
ſometimes that it is he: I feel an embarraſſ s- 
ment I cannot well deſeribe. It is generally; | 
ſaid, that there is ſomething; of the woman in 
whatever we love: one may ſurely ſay there i 


2 


3 


a 
a 6 
CBE 


— — _— er torn: in whige-: 
> 4 
* - 
— 7 
6 = A £ * 
R ̃ — —·—· K > W 
— OY þ , 4 
: * 2 * £ I 
, . 55 
1 : LA Ls „ - pe: . 
8 7 X 4 _ : v 
4 + / ” * * * 
1 1 
*＋ 2 - - . 19 
* — 4 Rae? ' * L 1 
2 Du a * * 
* 91 
* - os &@ 3. - 
2 4 a of X 
— "4 he « - * „ 
0 * 8 
7 1757 if 
. : 4 þ, 41 * —- £ * 
7 * 4 a * * 1 
| 57 2 
* «+ iT 
- » 2 4 4 * 8 * —— : - = 
* * a 5 — * 1 4 
4 - o "i. * ** 4 4 : 
a# , * 
” = | 
Py 6 -y ry - ff : — 
* * * = : 24 = » 
FS + ” — po” 
4 * | 
v . m4 1 % : 
- + F * 
= "y 1 * ” q . 
4 : 
* 
7 147 
C >> 
by +% -jS 
: V 
” 
= 4 
* - " 1 a 4 1 
— : - 
* * 1 Te," me \ 
4 ern 
* 
2 "4 8 . 
. 


LY 
— 
— U ,,, ‚⏑—⏑ E 


- —— —— 


* n — — 4c - « a = = 
= ug # dos 4 * * 
—(ᷣ — 2 Gr ——U—ñũ a tre es 2 wa woe aro 3 * 9 — —— —1— OE ITIO G RR" 
C q 
= 
* = 


o 


LBTFTLR RS} ON IAT = 


+ Fe $a * L : 
* 3 r = ; 2 4 2 8 pL . & k 1 2 
FF Het uf 
MO ; a : x, e, a 8 | 4 
— f 2 9 15 2 * 788 * 2 4 lee 
» wi + | . \ FE 2Þ 
4 HP i3 371 AH 3+ 199 "by. FA, #5 y 2 ra 4. 4%. at 5c n 
9 
ot * 1 1 * 1 „ ut, 
os TTT 
f „ 5 5 K E * C E. | 
, 2 +4 Y ; en, 
ya et t: 5+ 45675 of . 


4 1 4+; * O remember et II. of 
de unfertunate femlly of che Stuarts; and the 


5 EY ſupported at firſt, and then aban- 


doned, by France; whom Rome had received 

within marks of diſtinction, and then totally 
La common fate, alas] attending the 
. for pity is a divine paſſion, tis. 
true, but not more faithful and conſtant than 
all others. Well] this unlucky pretender, 
overwhelmed with infirmities and misfortunes, 


and above all with the name of Stuart, now 
: changed for Comte d' Albanie, is the perſon, 
who is ending at Florence, in all the affliction 


of a painful old age, the deſtiny of a man, 
whoſe anceſtors once reigned ! a circumſtance 


be has not been able to forget. He will die 


with his looks fixed on that crown he never 
could place but on his ſeal, and on the pannels 
of his carriage. He had been at Rome a long 
time, where he had a court and ſome guards; 


IMS ISS | 408 but 


A 
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but the name of majeſty was refuſed him. He 
left Rome for Florence, one day, and loſt his 
court and his guards, and did not obtain the 
title of majeſty ; but, to make amends for all 
theſe diſappointments, he has drawn near him 
all. the virtues that can comfort an infirm old 
man, an unkhappy father, and evem a dethroned 


king. He has ſent for tlie ducheſs his daughter | 
Alf hearts alone were ſufficient to enable her to 
mount her anceſtors throne, ſhe would certain- 
— ain it in anten ſhe.js ne 5 
= 5 8 ht rare „ 12 ; 


does not command; it ſprings from the heart 


poſes ſo many virtues, without itſelf appear= 
ing to be one, that every body is forced to ad- 
mire it. May the ducheſs be happy May 


her diſconſolate father be able to forget that 
the name of Stuart has been the name of kings! 
and may all men remember it, in ann at his 


e ! 


The ene ee me 1 the Fo our- 


| * teenth's preſents to James the Second, at his 
arrival in France, when fate reduced that mo- 
| | narch 
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much to the condition „ 
they were indeed preſents from Lewis XIV | 
She ſhewed me the gold-toilet the queen 
found in her apartment the evening ſhe ar- 
rived: 'The times ars matorially cbungeu—ſaid 

mne to me; this was all ſhe could expreſs—] 

eus ſo cenderly lavihed on her father — 

Whenever her ill-fated fire recollects, that his 
| honour -w "mega erage; and che 
count, an equerry, who is a lord. This is all 
3 court, added to that reſpect, wich which 
calamities, old age, and virtue, never fail to 
inſpire. noble ſpitits, and. ſuſceptible hearts.— 
Here will Lend my letter, and retain, awhile, 
in my mind, the {oft emotions of this pleaſing 


*  < 4 4 | 
n r 
X £ 4 v7 F 1 -& 
a * f * 1 
C 
„„ ²·˙· rs 391 ps. co þ 444 4 2 r 
. i r 7 4 1. : 7 
* 4 rr 2 * | 4 * 4 5h 1% As LS 4x 
n | £ a * x 2." — 
Arten deer > att Lbs W 
> 1 £ * * EP S 23 2 9 - 1 F "ey : - ws. #4 — 
* 8 
8 | 
E £ 4 4 
” p . 44 4 14 Ly $42 . 3 / PTY | A 1 N 2 3 4 : 
* 


A = . K ; 


> - o 
- : 
N . * 1 v * 4 # wk \ ' 5 8 4 - 
„ * . $ * a 4 „ nine „ 
4 * 8. * 8 , Lo * 7 7928 15 44% < 2 24 b wt 7 
: « F 2 8 * A 


: * who 5 2 14 * | * 1 4 * >. * * 
4 


4 9 5 1 « 4 ; p ; + + * & g * 75 * 4 * z a % > 
Y LS * i ld & 1 kl F * : ASS « * 4 + 828 4 a 8 
2ͤĩ] 6]58E—4dꝗ ! ,,,. .... 


LET eee 12 


; s a3 bat - Toro * 2841 * | 1 F 841 
. 11 8 "ROY Tu 2 * * | 
* * T £7 pe g n "> - 
« * 9177 * 4 wy 2 4 9 4 1 
9 TOY © be 4 'F I. 4 a © + © 1 # Þ 5 N 9 E 
p 9 * < i 1 
| 1 5 133 
Slap 9 2 ts - a wt 15 F&L 1 * * — 
e A. 


LETTER XXIII. 


bg 8 bo : : 262. 0 I88E 1 4 F LOR: E. vez. 
e 24 
n 3 EVE Rete hs 8. cabinet of the 


Hermaphrodite;if you do not withtobluſh forplea- 


ſure and ſhame at the ſame inſtant. T dare not 
even ſay that it is too handſome. —Lovely mo- 
_ . deft; redouble thy veil in this too renowned 
 Eabinet. * Thoſe who with to ſee the Bologna 
Mercury of bronze, may haſten . hither, "for 
behold him ! he is flying away. How light 
and airy be is! The artiſt has very ingeniouſ- 
y ſuſpended him on a ſmall. piece of bronze 
which imitates, or rather naturally expr 

the powerful breath of Boreas, The God i 

actually in the air, and yet we are not under 


the leaſt apprehenſion on his account—we are 


ſure that he can mount. Wat a ſweetneſs in in 


his features What a delicacy, in the. expreſ- - 


fion ! I cannot quit this Mercury, but in order 
to examine this infant Hercules, —Hence !— 
Hence l all other artiſts whatever ! They 
have repreſented but the preſent time: be who 
Vol. 1, 0 TY has 
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| has done this infant, has fairly repreſented fu- 


tufe time. In this Hercules, who is not yet 


ten, one prelages what Hercules will be at 
My IL 3 

1 wil not mention one of che 1 
ue Flemiſh ſchool, nor theſe 85 nor 


theſe” bronzes—1 will. not m 
people. 


ch : ” a 
FS. wk £6 81 inn * 3 
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| that darkens the countenance of Alexander on 


that buſt ? 7 Thou haſt ravaged the World, 
Nlexander! but the world ſeems to be re- 
venged.— There is Brutus! He is but 
roughly Johe: Tis but a ſketch, and I read 


| under its buſt be reaſan why Michgel An- 


gel has given but a Aach < of this buſt i 10 that be 
recollekted on a a ſudden the crime Brutus had com- 
mitted, and the chiſſe 74 "fall 7 from bis hands... Who 
is the flave, that wrote ſuch inſcription ? 
Leopold, it is not thou, who HORA leave 


thus injured the memory of Brutus chou 


canſt not dread, him. What A pity this buſt 
241 be 4 im perfect !—But - yet how animated 


is !—Hoy — 7 8 there of the e even 


1 
| * in 
Et | 77 ME Oar 


LETTERS ON ITALY. r 
in this ſketch! Michael Angele's imagina- 
tion was on a level with the ſoul of Brutus. But 
we muſt not quit the gallery, without aſſiſting 
at Niobe's tragedy in marble, All her family, 
to the number of fourteen, are aſſembled in a 
room. One of her ſons is already wounded _ 
by an arrow from Apollo's hand: there he is, 
in the middle of the hall, ſtretched on. the” 

ground, and weltering in his blood! The reſt 

of the children, diſmayed and ſeized with ter- 
© Tor, ſeek ſhelter by flight, or hide their de- 

voted heads. Some remain as they were On 
that countenance. fit ghaſtly. horror and de- 
ſpair ;—on this, threats and imprecations— 
on the other, alas cold death; —and on Nio- 


| be's face, the ſoul of 'a mother, who ſees 


all her children periſh at once. How beauti- 
ful and ſublime is that mother in her grief! 
She tries to hide within her arms the youngeſt 
of her daughters; the youngeſt of her daugh- 
ters is charming, and yet one can ſee but her 
ſhoulders. One would think that the artiſt 
employed all his ſkill to make them handſome, 
for the purpoſe of foe, the heart of Apollo. 
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It is the ps: Who aſſembled all theſe 
ſtatues in this room. It might have been 
contri ved, perhaps, to have placed them in a 
more pictureſque manner: they ſhould not be 
ſymmetrically ranged in a circle; they ſhould 
be ſeparated: ſome, for inſlance, on the top of 
a rock, others on the declivity, and others at 
the bottom. ee 0 ** een and 


RA QF ** 17 2 
Let e eee eee the 
ee AF: do- not find any that can be put in 
competition with the ſtatues. The Canvas in 


mis gallery muſt yield to the marble. We 


EL} Mt 5 oF 


muſt do juſtice, however, to this | Joſeph. _ 


All che others are but going from Potiphar's 
couch.—This Joſeph runs away—he tri umphs, 


for he reſiſts. The combat of two intereſting 


affections, in a beautiful countenance, is an af- 
feQting ſignt I perceive real tears flowing 
from the heart, in the eyes of that St. Francis; 
they ſtand trembling on the lids.—The com- 


-- poſition; of that Pilate, who diſmiſſes Jeſus, 


is truly wonderful. He is on his ſeat, bein 
an old judge, and waſhes his hands in the ba- 


ſon preſented to him.. In the action of doing 


it, 


— ee U 
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it, he lifts up his eyes a little, and an oblique 
glance, half of which falls on Jeſus, ſeems to 
fay—This man I believe is not ſo guilty; let them 


condemn him if they pleaſe'; for my part, Pl * 
155 m "and have wo more to do tuithit. 


The painter, n 3 me to ex- 


claim“ How affecting this Magdalen 
He ſtiould not have made her then pretty, but 
handſome. She is ſuperior, however, to 4 
the other Magdalens. And, to ſay the truth, 
| "what a compunction in that Tweet” counte- 

nance ] How penitent thoſe” foft endearing 


tears !- She is half ſeated in the ſhade reclined 


"againſt rock, quite naked, veiled only by her 


Hair and her grief. The head of Am is 291 


| Avine: it t flows 4 over . . 
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afterwards, in proportion as they have received 
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FLORENCE, | 


"x WISH I could deſeribe the cabinet 6f 
natural hiſtory, which the grand duke has 
been enriching, and M. Fontana arranging, 
theſe ten years. Fifty rooms are already full 


of "the treaſures of this collection. Fifty 


others are to be filled. It is impoſlible to 


deſcribe the elegance of the apartments, the 


order, and the diſtribution. Not only every 
thing appears, but every thing ſhews to advan- 
tage, and invites the ſtranger to admire. | The 


_ drawers of this cabinet repreſent thoſe of M. 


Fontana's memory, full of natural hiſtory. 1 
. ould never grow tired of viſiting theſe rooms, 
of wandering from reign to reign, and expati- 
ating on the different empires of nature; ex- 
amining all its treaſures ; of following nature 
diſtributing motion to all organized forms; 
giving leſs to theſe, and a little more to others: 
à motion that all theſe individuals return to her 


it, 


4 


LerTtks on Ar. mp. 
it, more quickly or flowly under alf poſfible 


forms; in executing all the functions of the 
brilliant phenomenon of life. But what at- 
tracted chiefly my attention was man: A 


ſkilful wax, and perhaps more durable than 


braſs, offers in this cabinet a complete image of 


him. You fee” the moſt” fecret pieces of ſo 


„ —OG— * S 


complicated a machine; ſome looſen and ſe- 
parate at firſt, then aſſemble and re-unite, quite 
ready to perforin, in concert with the general 
econoiny of the human body, in their turn, 


#7 and in their places, the function that concerns 
them: they are quite ready for life, Theſe 
details fill a dozen of theſe rooms. There is 

bardly a point; if I may ſay fo, of this wonder- 


ful copy of man, that did not require the facri« - 


fice of an entire original. This type in wax 
has conſumed a thouſand dead What 
labour } what patience ! but, on th other hand, 
| what a noble and uſeful monument ! The em- 
|  peror was ſo perfectly ſatisfied with- it, that he 


has ordered a ſimilar one to be made. It is the 
work of three years. I ſaw people employed 
in it. I regret very much that I had not time 
to ſtudy this univerſal type of man. The ex- 


_— a few minutes the neurologic ſyſtem, 


G4. made 


Pa 


the phyſical parts of man; it. is chere the moral 
of all the metals, and their different deſtinies; 


Ade. 
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made. ms Silcover ſeveral ſecrets, . Philoſophy 
has been wrong, in not examining ſtill deeper 


man is, hidden. The outward man is but the 


"type. ol the inward, ong. How plesſeds could 


TI; but t. deſcant on Jo grand a ſubject EI could 
hkeyiſe, wiſh to Hop longer on theſe ſamples 


of iron and gold, and 
| beings. that are found1in the 

mildew of the wheat, ho, reduced to the laſt 

oree of deſiccation, offering all the ſigns, in 


; appgarance,.of dead matter, are yet organized, 


and, lixe, or rather are apt to receive life. 
M. Fontana has propoſed to make this expe- 


riment before me. He only makes aſe; of a 
drop of water. He takes care not to let it fall 
WT theſe duſt- animals, for it might.cruſh them 


in, falling : he: approaches. by degrees the drop 


af water on the head of a needle, and by degrees 


all,che atoms that compoſe it draw nearer and 


128 join themſelves, and form but one ; 


mgtion already exiſts ; it gains ground, it ad- 


A 


-Yances, it circulates, and the animal receives. 


life The NE Lbs reſulting from this, 
az: - | ** 2 | expe- 
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experiment are of the greateſt importance; they 
| dg much light on the life and death of mat- 
| M. Fontana dares not write on this ſub» | 
. he is affaid of being excommuticated. 
All the grand duke's power could not ſave him 
from the ill conſequences of excommunication, 
which has ſtill great influence even in Tuſ- 
cany. It is not, however, M. Fontana's in- 
tention to attack with his ſyſtem any of the 
adopted religious tenets; but the WOW Teaſer 
W Ser N MOON ſee, N : 
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Fo — Hh 1 quit this rich cabinet of Wal 
kiory, I muſt look at this ſingular ſtone, which 
was originally water. The water, that runs 
into a veſſel from this fountain, becomes ſtone 
in an hour. M. Fontana has opened new, or 

ſurer, paths in the labyrinth of naturẽè; but 
unluckily his great occupations, and above all, 

the proximity of Rome, prevent him from 
writing, and diſcourage him often from think- 
. ing. He has a clear, luminous, and metho- 
dical genius; no iris in the glaſſes through 
which he views, and ſtudies, nature: he never 
* but What really is. He does not 0 
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WHAT elevation! what a maſs! _ 
what a circumference | Is it a mountain of 
marble they have been cutting It is the ca- 
thedral. : The moment you enter, imagination 
reaches heaven at the firft look ; but at the ſe- 
cond, it falls; for theſe. Gothie columns are 

—tog weak to ſupport ſo enormous a maſs. The 
Goths thought that the beautiful conſiſted in 
the grand, and that the enormous muſt be grand: _ 
How many writings in verſe and proſe are there 
in the Gothic ſtyle | —But the proportion | It 
is not proportion that compoſes the beautiful ; 
but yet without it there is no beautiful. Na-. 
ture, it is ſaid, never does any thing by farts ; | 
art ſhould imitate nature. This rule has been | 
properly obſerved in the baptiſtery, or church, 
of St, John, built about a hundred ſteps from 
the cathedral, Each froat is ſupported on two. 4 
noble columns; the whole edifice riſes, and 

ſtands on ſixteen. - This forms an immenſe 

8 G 6 ſpate 
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ot. where, from the middle of 
the vaulted roof, the only opening lets in a ſo- 
lemn, religious light, which ſpreads all over 
the temple ;: the magnificent gates of which 


are of braſs, ſculptured in ſo maſterly a man- 
ner, that Michael Angelo uſed to ſay, they de- 


ſeryed. to ſhut and open paradiſe itſelf. I beg 


Horace's pardon, but I. believe his lines will 


* 


not laſt,ſs long as theſe gates of braſs: it will 
be impoſſible for time to devour them; many 


centuries have Ones and not left 0 
tema the: trace en 43h 
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| WHEN in the Wägen of - 
| ee one muſt not fail to viſit it Pogyio - 
Imperiale, à pleaſure houſe, where. the grand 
duke ſometimes ſpends part of the ſummer. Its 
external appearance is not magnificent, nor are 
the gardens very fine; but it is ſurrounded by 
well cultivated fields, the beſt gardens of a good 
king. When the grand duke is at Poggio, there 
is not a centinel at the gate: he has the appear- 
ance of being among his people as a private 
gentleman. Every Sunday the town and coun- 
try people crowd to the gardens; they go to | 
drink, laugh, and ſing, under the eye of their \ | 
ſovereign ; not merely to forget their ſorrows, | | 
as elſewhere, but the better to enjoy their hap- | 
pineſs. The grand duke often walks amongſt 3 
2 and animates their joy, by partaking of * 
He does not diſdain to taſte thoſe pleaſures 
not refined but true, and in part the effect of * 
his good government. He has deviſed a ſure 1 
| wet and 


— 


_ 234 LETTER 5" GN ITALY, 
and ſimple mode of preventing all complaints 

againſt people in office, or others, who enjoy 
ſtations at court: the feebleſt voice may eaſily 
reach his ear, for he has had ſome © openings 
made in the walls of his palaces. Theſe are 
paſſages ingeniouſly contrived for the convey- 
ance. of truth. The grand duke does not reign 
for the nobles, the rich, or his miniſters—but 

, for his people: he is truly a ſovereign, 
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LEELER . 
i <= FLORENCE. | 
cg 1 HAVE wwe to ſee the imperial 
library. It contains only manuſcripts. No- 
thing is more chimerical and abſurd than the 


value they ſet upon them, for rhey are printed. 


What avails in fact, that ſuch a manuſcript 


ſhould be one thouſand years old, if it is become 
quite uſeleſs. It is in this manner the grand 
duke judges of the nobility, The reſpe& we 
pay to antiquity, whether on account of its mo- 


numents, its cuſtoms, its opinions, its men, 


and, in ſhort, its ancient preſcription, is one of 
-the maladies of the FR mind. | 


I was ITED] with a kind of folemnity, « a 
manuſcript of Juſtinian's code, which they pre- 
tend not to be the firſt, but the moſt ancient 
exiſting. To know how well founded this pre- 


tenſion was, I had nothing to do but to read two 


ſmall diſſertations in the Italian manner, out ofa 


large volume in folio ; unluckily I was rather 


in 


k 


— 


| 
| 
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E os hurry. The bulk of the library is very 
-— handſome: it was worthy of the valuable ma- 
nuſcripts before they were printed. Michael 
Angelo, who was the architect of i it, died before 
he finiſhed it, Who would dare to finiſh a monu- 
ment begun by Michael Angelo, or a poem be- 
gun by Virgil? Florence is Michael Angelo's 
= ard e reer ns CONE 
| 1 ——— and theſe Wonuments: 
you may ſee his hand printed every where; 
that of time could not efface it. On entering : 
+ the houſe, I had almoſt ſaid the ſanctuary, of ſo 
great a man, I was ſtruck with a kind of reli- 
Zious awe: the moſt celebrated painters have 
cken delight in hallowing it with the nobleſt 
actions of his life, for he really deſerved the ta- 
lents he poſſeſſed: unluckily for their pictures, 
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rd 4 rich in pictures; three are very 


| ſeparable from Albano. | 
evening, ſome ſmiling Cupids to the border of 
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wy IV - E Genius is extremely 


beautiful. The firſt 1 18 Poetry, 4 crowned with 


it is ſo noble, ſimple, and beautiful! ſo much 


does it reſemble Dido! It was created by the 


Socken b Acliente a . 
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* of Dolce likewiſe ; you are tempted 
to draw the arrows from his breaſt. In the 


third, the ſtyle and pencil are quite different: 
tis the production of Albano. Vou think you 
are admiring Love and the Graces, and you are 
not miſtaken. Love and the Graces were in- 
He led, on a fine 


a bubbling rill in a valley: they laugh, they 


P 
1— —— — - 


fing, they dance with emulation, on the flowery 
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turf, to the ſound bf a flute : Old Silenus plays 
upon it; one of the little gods repoſes on the 
graſs, and looks at the lively troop ; the others 
beckon him to come, but he will not Is not 
this a charming ſcene ?—The Cupids are as 
lovely as Cupids are. Old Silenus is an excel- 
lent contraſt to them. How grave and heavy 
his countenance -I] have enjoyed a delici- 
ous hour with Love and Silenus in this enchant- 
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LETTER XXVII. 
„„%CCͥͥͤ] ] oct - FLORENCE. 


| HOW ſhall we explain this po- 
| Nucl phænomenon? Some nobility, no troops, 
and yet a deſpot in Tuſcany The people 
in Tuſcany are happy, and ſovereigns have the 
moſt certain means of humbling ariſtecracy in 
their dominions—it is to arm the people againſt 
it; and the ſureſt method of arming the people 
_ againſt it, is to render chem i 


is egia.che nobiliep roar . W 
ple do not groan; in vain do the noblemen ſtir 
-when the people are tranquil. Princes deſire 
to be abſolute, the nobility independent, ans 
the people happy. Only miſery, or fanaticiſm, 
can make the latter riſe. The happineſs of 
the Roman people clearly accounts for the days 
of Nero But how has the grand duke made 
his people happy ? By adminiſtering to them 
bread, amuſements, and juſtice 3 by eſtabliſh- 
8 eee where the people are e buſy, 
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and employ their time; and theatres where they 

agreeably paſs it away; by founding hoſpitals, 
where they recover their health, and tribunals 
here they are likely to find Juſtice. | : 


1 Aa with the public Wel he has 
altacked all the privileges of the nobility: he 
bas ſubdued them. He has deſtroyed the laſt 
roots of democracy, by ſuppreffing all popular 

companies, and the laſt roots of ariſtocracy by 
Tuffering the ſenatorial order to be extinguiſh- 
ed. There is but one claſs of ſubjects in 
T uſcany, and but one maſter. - The grand 
duke is obliged- to be upright in his govern- 
ment; he cannot commit a ſingle fault; for, 
having” united all the political power in his 
bande, the republic is quite ready. The Tuſ- 
Lans, to be quite free, want but a tyrant they 
have already a deſpot. It is the nature of 
all political power to aim alternately to unite 
itſelf in che head of one, and then to divide it- 
ſelf again into the hands of the many. The 
whole hiſtory of nations exhibits this phæno- 


: The grand auke does not ſimply oppoſe the 
| happineſs of his people to the ariſtocratic 
. 5 | power; 
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power; be watches over it ſees, in a diſ- 
contented thought at the very bottom of the 
ſoul, and ſtops it quite ſhort by a ſimple word. 
— They accuſe him of having ſpies; I have no 
troops, is his anſwer. The nobility in Tuſcany 
however, cannot be looked upon as very active 
- or troubleſome. The idleneſs of M noble- 
men, the ſure principle of all 
finds ſome occupation at the nde in 


devotion, and in ciciſteiſm.; and if they have | 


editions, 


loſt all their hopes and privileges, they ſtill re- 
tain ſome dear remembrances of them : names 


that have once reigned, that have been free, 


and have once conſpired againſt the ſtate, are 


ſtill exiſting. 


thou e [ 


. 


Such names are always formi- 
dable. . How was the ſoul of Brutus Enflamed | 
by. only. calling him by his name rut 
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FLORENCE. 


I H AVE juſt ſeen a picture of Co- 
| reggio, that ſurpaſſes all his others. It is true, 
chat it is the portrait of his maſter—the por- 
trait of Love —yes, it is Love, no longer in his 
infancy, and with innocent looks, but fluſhed. 
with youth, and attended by the Graces. He 
does not move, but he charms. He is not yet 
2 ſixteen, 1 believe ; but you are pretty ſure he is 
more than ourter n.: | | | 
Wich his back turned {be i is naked, Ra it 
is the portrait of Love !), his foot on a heap al 
books, that certainly cannot be poetry ; he 
bends a- bow, and looks: two little Cupids 
the pretty children of Love, are between his 
legs; they are embracing each other: one 
of them laughs, the other weeps, and Love 
miles. O charming allegorical picture ! What 
a happy thought, tender Coreggio, preſented 
itſelf at the end of thy pencil J for it is at the 
| Px £ 85 
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generally came. Thy pencil drew ſentiment 


from thy heart, as it drew colour from nature— 
rming the ſon of 
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LETTER N. 


i ; Iron ACE, 


IL PALAZZO PITTI is the reſi- 
dence of the grand duke. I have been juſt 


: admiring it. What elevation] what extent of 
_ buildings ! This elevation, however, and this 


vaſt extent, can attract no more than a look: 


The eye glides along this prodigious ſurface 
without meeting a fingle ornament, without 


finding a ſingle point to reſt upon: the whole 
palace has the appearance of a maſſy ſtone. 


In every work of art, the principal idea ſhould 
certainly prevail; but the acceſſary one, at 


leaſt, muſt, by ſome means or other, appear. 


= Notwithſtanding, however, this conſpicuous 


defect, the imagination, wandering in the im- 


menſity of the Pitti- palace, finds that it wan- 


ders in a royal manſion. There are ſo many 


: pictures hanging, that you fancy you ſee but 
one picture. It would require a month to ſe- 


parate and examine them, and you run them 


all over in an hour. What a terrible and Ya- 


MO | blime 


| - aan; 
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| Plime compoſttion, the death of the rich, and that 
| ofthe poor ! They are repreſented next to each 
other in the room called, the hall of the four 
ends of man. In the middle of a ſuperb apart- | 
ment, on a bed refulgent with gold, a man, 
a ſurrounded by prieſts, who are praying; phy- 
ficians, who are muſing in penſive ſadneſs ; ſer- 
|  vants, who are watching the leaſt motion of 
i che bye ſtanders; children, who are ſobbing z 3. 
a wife, who is all agony and deſpair; in the 
midſt of confuſion, conſternation and tears, is 
breathing the laft ſigh on filk and purple — 
this is the rich man's death! On the other 
hand; in the corner of a tottering loft, in the 5 
ſhade, on a truckle- bed upon ſtraw, and under | 
rags entangled in the ſtraw, ſomething. of 2 | 
human figure, livid, bloody and deformed, hangs, ol 
1 Pieces, quite down to the ground, half | 22M 
Snawed by the dogs, wh6 abandon him ad. 
ran away. this is the poor man's death What N 
a diſtance has not ſociety thrown between the 
poor and the rich? And if the poor bas the 1 
| audaciouſneſs. to leap the, bounds, and draw Ns 
nearer the rich, what. a eroud of laws is there 


to re- -plunge him into miles or launch him 
Vor. þ H into 
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Into eternity! Death alone ; is juſt towards the 
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5 * . 5 


rich and the poor —he levels them with his 


| ſeythe. ,. Death knows but one race of man- 
Find. 1 was reflecting on ſociety, and on what 


they call juſtice, which, for the greateſt part, 
is nothing. more in theſe days, than ſanctified 
injuſtice ; my imagination had paſſed in review 


all the evils ariſing from the ſtate of civiliza- 
tion; it was entering the foreſts of Canada, to 
_ reaſon. upon happineſs, and a ſavage life—and 


at that inſtant I found myſelf in the gardens of 
the palace, . in the midft of the early flowers of 
the ſpring, and the firſt breathings of the gen- 
tle zephyrs—on. the riſing graſs and ſwelling. 


turf, at the hour when the voice of the night- 


ingale, then more plainti ve and tender, pours _ 


forth it laſt melodious accents. What a de- 


lightful evening! the day feemed to depart 
with regret. Almighty nature! I cannot ex- 


_ preſs the pleaſure with which I abandoned my 


ſoul,” aſſailed by ſo many diſmal and doleful 
images, to all the charms, of the ſeaſon, and 


to the pleaſing objects of that enchanting place. 


I began to breathe the incenſe of the ſpring, 
of nature, and of life—of that life I law ſhoot 
1 RW] forth 


. 
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| forth with love in every branch of the trees, 
- in every leaf of the ſhrubs, in every graſs of 

the turf, and in every accent of the birds. 
Oh! how greatly do the beauties of nature 


tranſcend thoſe of art! 
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FLORENCE. 


THERE were, a few years Ago, 


98 1 at Florence. They did nothing; 
they were four 2 academies only in name. The 
grand duke has incorporated them into one, 


under the name of the Florentine Academy: 
but it was in vain, he created two hundred ap- 


| Dointments; it would have been neceſſary, at 
3 time, 15 have created two hundred ta- 


— 
— _ 


= NO means e to form any ſuch — | 


or to produce them: It is actually monarchical; | 


it has a perpetual «preſident, named by the 


prince; two ſecretaries, named by the prince; 
two cefiſors, named by the prince. Demo- 


cracy alone can ſuit an academy becauſe liber - 


5 ty, alone gan bę favourable-to abilities It has 
two public ſittings every week. The members 


open the aſſembly with a diſcourſe, at their op- 
- tion, each in his turn. The ſecretary invites | 
| * the 2 W and even the 


7 rangers, 


þ 


ne 085 FEALL. 6 
rangers, to read. I have been preſent at one 


of theſe meetings : RO EY | 


life, and works of Galileo, Jo nates . 


from. the beginning to the end- This -plalmody 


2 


of the Italians ĩs very diſguſting. How inſup- 
portable its monotony! Theſe remains of the 


cChanted eee ee e we e an, 


ture, and prevent above all the diftingelhaiaf-. 


| then, as they Jeave no room for them: the | 
word then ſprings only from the lips, and is den 
rived from no other place. Aſter the'remades | | 

dn that great philoſopher, Galileo, aſhvrtyoung 
man, availed himſelf: of the ſecretary's inv ita 
tion to chant a ſonnet on the ſom, + He Waz a 
| Jew—the.cnly remarkable circumſtance: in his 
ſonnet. An improvviſatrice after wards roſe, ant 
_ fang ſome lines on the death of one of her 
friends. The academy laughed. Count 


concluded, the academio entertainment. He 
25 L : H 225 | Lane 


ans; and the partifans-of-theix: AC my 5 
ertainly be ignorant, that it ;belpngs: ta the 
ſoul alone to modulate and mar therword; de _ 
- | cording to the ſentiment it Wildeß 40 prese | 
All thoſe artificial infletions epel thoſe of nav 1 5 


_ 
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=_ 50 Krane ON ITALY, 
_ | modeſtly read an idyl he had already printed; 
—_ lle was not wrong in doing it, for the com- 
pPoſition appeared quite new. He was not ſa- 
- tisfied with chanting his idyl; he ed it too. 
What grimaces in the terider nag e of 
eee 


The e ians have no ks of diſtinc- 
n in the aſſembly, except the preſident, the 
ſecretary, and the cenſors: this is, perhaps, the 
reaſon they have none in the literary ſphere. 
The grand duke would wiſh them to continue 
the dictionary of the Italian language, begun by 
the academy of la Cruſca, but they refuſe it, and 
are in the right. Tt is preſurnptuous to pre- 
ſeribe bounds to a language when it is not 
formed, and, perhaps, even when it is formed. 
The formation of a language is the work of 
great writers. Italy can reckon very few of 
ſtt:at deſcription. The beſt part of human wit, 
and of what affects the heart, has not been yet 
touched by the Italian pens; it could not, 
therefore, he introduced in their language. 
The common ſaying, which fixes the ſtandard 
of good Italian at Sienna, is void of common 
ſenſe, That language has not yet a country of | 
| | X its 
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LETTERS on ITALY, 151 
10 own, nor any particular manſion; it is a 
wandering one, ſtill þegging every where, 
and principally from France. The various 
languages of great writers, are ſo many dif- 
ferent domains, which the general tongue re- 
unites under its crown, and which compoſe its 
empire. There exiſts in Italy. the language of 
Boccace, - of. Machiavel, of Arioſto, and of 
Taſſo, but there exiſts not yet in Italy a true 
Italian tongue. Count Alfieri, in his excellent 
tragedies, in which often breathes the genius of 
SGiophocles, has lately attempted to revive that 
Italian language, which flouriſhed in Leo the i 
Tenth's time; but this attempt did not ſueceed 
either at Naples, or at Rome. No other lan- | 
guage can be now ſuffered. in thoſe two capitals | 
but a frenchified, that-is to ſay, a degenerated Ita- 
lian. The Italians agree that, in general, they | 
cannot write a book, and that the art of fine 
writing is confined to France. 'They ſeldom 
read therefore, by choice, any other authors but | 
our own (the French) ; yet halfthe beauties of — : 
our writers eſcape them—all the graceful, the - 


refined, the delicate touches———al, in ſhort, 
eſcape 
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r been to ſee the acad ' 
which the grand duke of I . 


5 — Kablithed, „„ I have | 
> _ he halls fo r, drawing. f the rooms for 


8 | naked nature, thoſe Wh | engraving and Fo | - FS 
* . and the hall for the ſtucco-work, which is 10 
oY nenſe.” On t two parallel nes, are ranged alk - 


Io" Plaſter models of the moſt beautiful ſtatues. ; 

_ Traly polleſles at preſent, Amidſt the moff beau- 

ara human forms, born in the hapf pieſt cli 1 

mates, ſelected by the pureſt taſte, and er. | 


2 'by the chiſſel of genius; you ſee. the 

1 of a a bündred young artiſts _ 
- 40 comprehend them, | to re them, or > 
imitate them. The grand duke furniſhes the | 
8 5 artifly with! every ching, except genius, 
Wick nature alone can ſupply. I Was fired 


© 4 ee u+ 


with indignation at the ſchool for painting of 
N in * Florence, a maſter to 
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enuſe one of his pictures to be copied !—They- . 
begin again at Florence, as well as in other 
parts of Italy, all the beaux arts. They are 
copying and making ſketthes before maſter-— . 
pieces of painting. But it is,.in a ſmall degree, 3, 
| the an e fault: he invites the arts, 
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88 : He FLORENCE. 


| THE Ls Ricardi is worthy of 
being fn it was the manſion of the firſt Me- 
It was in this palace the freedom of the 
3 expired, and the elegant arts re- 
vived. The tomb of liberty is their cradle. . 
P ke gallery of this palace is prodigiouſly fine. 5 
Siordano's pencil, as fertile and brilliant as 
that of Ovid, inſpired by the moſt diſtinguiſhed | 
charaQers of his age, by philoſophers and poets, 
has painted, and peopled the cieling. He has 
made a poem of it. It is the fate of man. What 
ſtrikes you firſt is the birth of man. Time, Deſ- 
tiny, the Three Siſters, and Nature, are all in 
expectation. Deſtiny beckons to Time, and 
Time to the Fatal Siſters. \Forthwith the 
ſpindle twirls ; behold a child in the hands of 
Nature]! Prometheus approaches the infant, 
and ſhakes his flambeaux over him that ſpark - 
is ee The child is already crawling at Na- 
's feet; he ſtands, he tis he wants o 
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PET TRS on ITALY 155 
leave his mother. In vain does Nature attempt | 
to prevent him ; in vain ſhe weeps : heis gone 
gone far from her, and ſoon lofes his way. 
After rambling a long time, two paths preſent 
themſelves to the young man; one thick-ſet with 

thorns, briars, and ftones, every way ſteep, 

_ rugged, and difficult of acceſs; the other, on 
the contrary, ſmooth, and enamelled with 
flowers. On each border of theſe two different 

walks are ſeen crouds of men and women. 
Thoſe on the border of the thorny path are of 
comely, but ſedate, countenances ; no diſguiſe, 

no ornaments, no finery: a few leaves of laurel 

only are intermixed with their hair. This eom- 
pany do not attempt to ſeduce the traveller, but, 
in a ſimple and unaffected tone of voice, ſay? 
% Young man, this is the path that leads to 

happineſs. Talents and virtue are the ſureſt 
means to reach it. The troop on the border of | 
the flowery path, far more numerous than the | 
other, preſent the moſt engaging figures: theie 
countenances full of life and joy; they laugh, 
they ſing, they play. What a luxury in their | 
dreſſes ! They have flowers in their hair, nx 

their foreheads, and in their hands. By their  / / 
attitudes and faſcinating ſmiles, you would take 

VVV them 
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8 HO. ene Florericetto- 

; eee that of Leghorn to Foren 
After having quitted Leghorn, whence Fuſs 
> hah”: a \magnificers. road: through: fields 
woods, and valleys, till you arrive at Piſa, 
where Arno's ſmiling; banks” kindly receive 
you. Vou wind then with the Arno along 
delightful and extenſiue plainʒ amidſt che rich 
culture of the land, under a moderate climate. 
which: knows. neither the rigours of wintes.' 
nor the heats of ſummer. I was in raptures 
with meeting at every ſtep, in fields enamela 
led wich flowers, women fluſhed wick the hus | 
of health, happineſs, and innocence. Thus dis 
perſed in the fields, they ſeemed rather to b 
eelebrating ſome: rural games or joyous felis + 
val, than performing ruſtic toils: they re- 
ealled to my mind thoſe charming nymphs ſup- 
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poſed by fable, and the s to have peopled 


the r. 


ion Jet thoſe charming women, whom all 


painters ſhould come to ſee, and all travellers 


run away from, remain in their beautiful fields. 


—Let us enter with the Arno into Florence. 


How charming its ſituation! The plain it N 
ſtands upon is covered with trees of all kinds, 


and chiefly with thoſe that bear fruit. In the 
ſpring Florence is in the middle of a grove of 


_ e ganas N 


* * in eee as you ee ee 
ing place, the ground becomes uneven, the 
eulture too uniform, the land barren, the men 


few, the women ugly, and the flocks lean z 
all nature, in ſhort, degenerates. Going far- 
ther into Tuſcany, I found Sienna, which has 


nothing. remarkable, but the group of the 
three Graces placed in the middle, of the veſtry 
of the cathedral, between a dying Chriſt and a. 


riſing one. At their feet the prieſt prepares 


for maſs ; the Graces are quite naked. 
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On quitting Sienna, you find the land turned 
upſide down; no culture, no flocks, no ha- 
bitations, no men. There ſeem to end na- 
ture and Leopold. 


After three hours W F N ta 
mountain, from rock to rock, being arrived at 
the ſummit of Redicofani, chaos, a dreadful 
filence, and a deſert, preſented themſelves be- 
fore me: it was in the night; but che next 
day, in going down to Ronciglione, I found 
the dawn, the nightingale's ſong, the | firſt 
branch of the hawthorn, valleys covered with 
verdure, the celebrated lake of Thrafymene; 
and Viterbo, quite in bloſſoms: But, lo! all 
on a ſudden, by a new contraſt, as if you | - 
were traverſing. the enchanted regions of Ar- 
mida, under the fineſt ſky that ever attracted 
admiration, nothing is ſtirring, nothing lives, 
nothing vegetates, and' yet at a diſtance you 
ſee Rome a moment after you ſee—nothing. 
On theſe roads, formerly ſo frequented by 
kings and nations, from every corner of the 

warld, where rolled triumphal cars, and which 
Roman armies overſpread; on which the tra- 
veller met Cæſar, Cicero, Auguſtus, Mece- 


nas, 


* 


— 7 = 9 
4+ -—_ —— 


. * : * | 
; KA q l ' 15 4g - e * oO ” ©. 
3 — N ö l EDO 1 
I — 


3 No, 


found myſelf among ſome 


— 


err on 27 


* ” , Fg 6 K = n 6 . 
— 2 a * £ . 3 * mY 
T $4 N n . OW YL . FE» — y 
o = — o . oY —_— = 6 4 - 
* 2 * 9 LY — 
* « * 9 « A 
= — . . — » 
4 — * E 
hw x — * 4 = 
3 > — - 1 i # 
OS 4 # . = . > - 4 
A. " " - - 
I * o * 8 FIR by. 4 . _ * % * 
„ 4 > 
. . onal * LS 
= — . = A 
— 50 — 
A = i 4 * ” A 
k — 4 Oy SW a 3 
= «XX v K * © * 6 * 
0 7 * * 5 . 
8 . $ ja * LY - $5 
4 Fo — . 
ww. £ - 
8 i 1 
* 
— Vc n 9 * a + _ « 
PEA Aa " A L - - 
L * £ 
1 * e — — 4 
. — 
— 
4 


F. 2 > 


> = 8 not help dropping A: few. tears I was 


| 8 — 


a, * 


1 2 FS % 
XR uh ent nA 


% Pap * 
142 
4 


% 


* wit 


: 
: 


—— 


— — — — 


8 in the evening, and could not eloſe my 5 
eyes all night. The idea of—thou art at R wb 
Fan every I moment in my. mind. 'The LR 
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the emperors, the nations, and all that this 


mighty word Roux contains of grand, i ins 
| poſing, intereſting, . and awful, came out by 
turns, ſucceſſively, or all at once and envis 


zoned the ſoul, I longed for the flags oh | 


day, to ey me this ancient capital of tue 


world. — And Io! I view it at laſt. 1 ſee hs, 


_ vaſt theatre, where human nature bas been all | 


that it ever can be; has done all it can ever. 
do; has diſplayed all virtues... and all vices 


has given birth to the ſublimeſt heroes, and the 


moſt execrable monſters 3 has riſen. as high as 
Brutus, has fallen as low a8. Nero. z and mount 
ed again as high as Marcus Aurelius. The 
air I breathe, is the ſame that Cicero , 
wen, he deljvered his Bt orations 8 
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which the Cæſars ſhook with ſo many impe- 
rious and terrible orders ; and the popes with 
ſo many enchanting words. On this ground 
how much blood has been ſpilt Within theſe 
walls how many tears have been ſhed !—And 


here too have Horace and Virgil prone their 


Deautiful produStions Fo 


— 


2 b let me go but whicher? L am in the 


mid of Rome, as if I were in the midſt of the 


ocean. Three Romes, as well as three quar- 


ters of the world, preſent themſelves, at the 


fame time, to my view; the Rome of Auguſ- 


tus, the Rome of Leo. X. and the Rome of 
the preſent pope. | Which ſhall J vi Hicſt — 
They all call me at once Where 0 the ca- 
pitol {—Where is the muſeum of Clement 
XIV. —Let me be led to Titus's arch-—let 
me ſtop at the Pantheon ſhew me the church 
of Santa Maria Maggiore I want to ſee Ra- 
phae!'s picture of the transfiguration—T do not 


ſee the Apollo 'at the Belvedere How can 
one chuſe at Rome? Can the eye be kept long 
in a particular place? I muſt begin to ſtroll 
from end to end, to wear off this firſt impa 


tience 
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tience of ſeeing, which would actually prevent 
me from viewing with attention. 5 
1 am then at Rome! I am in that city on 
which the eyes of the univerſe are fixed! 


There is not a ſtone here that does not con- 
ceal ſome precious knowledge ; which may 
not ſerve to erect the hiſtory of Rome, and of 
the arts EH them NY for "= 
ſpeak, 
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bene xeliques of. In ans thoſe - 
©  ſparedalitde by the ſcythe of time, the axe of 
barbariſm, or the Aambeau of fanaticiſm—They 
% * _ have reſpected none. How few parts of this 
= prodigious city remain inviolate ! The pan- | 
| 3 eon and the coliſeum are the two Principal 
= remains, but yet mutilated and degraded.) Even 
z £ 5 5 : in this ſtate; however, they {till preſerve' ſome- 
| Y 18 ting fo ſtriking of their ancient ſplendor, and . 
1 ſo much of the Roman, that the renown of 
1 Rome no 3 eee 8 Rome 
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= id to all the gods by Agrippa, and to all 
tte ſaints afterwards, by a pope, whoſe name L. 
forget. It . . e that ee 
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- te pantheon from the general pillage; wh ich? 
the greateſt part of the other temples have lu 


Fi tained, It has been {tripped of all that en- 


riched it; but every thing that rendered it 
grand and magnificent was left in it ; it has loft 
= marble ' and  porphyry ; its alabaſter and 
bronze ; ; but its cupola, its periſtyle and - 
lumns remain. The periſtyle, how magnifi- 

| cent !—Eight grand Corinthian columns, on 
ich reſts the pediment of this immortal u mo- 
nument, forcibly attract your notice. ; 


\ © Theſe columns ebene aid: ornamented 
by che harmony of the moſt peffe proportions, 
the moſt exquiſite workmanſhip® aud the 
amazing diſtance of twenty cenitutfes/*Ire ex- 
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With them yu mount in che air; with: 
you deſcend td the ground. They have ſome- | 
thing ſo animated that they preſent a compleat 

illuſion—an elegant ſhape, à noble ſtature, and 
a maʒeſtic head; round which the acanthus is 
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ö Among the Grecians we find this ſyſtem 
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pliant at the ſame time, in a beautiful wreath, . 


which, like that of monarchs, ſerves to deck al- 
together the auguſt head, where it ſhines, and 
to conceal the immenſe burden that reſts upon 
it. How well does architecture deſerve a 
place among the fine arts, when it creates ſuch 
monuments ; and when it furniſhes to the eye. 


a kind of harmonious concert! The purity of 


forms is to the eye what the purity of ſounds 
is to the ear. How fimple and grand at the 
ſame. time is the idea of this pediment and its 


eight columns! The mind ſeizes and retains 
it like a beautiful verſe of Corneille. It was not 


by the craſh of a multitude of different and 
detached impreſſions, the Greeks endeayoured 
to intereſt, to move, and to indulge ſenſibility 3 
they employed only one; but they choſe a grand 
impreſſion; which they repeated many times, | 
and modified as much as they could; they mo- 
dified it with all thoſe fugitive ſhades of gran- 
deur and degradation it was \ſuſceptible of. 


They indulge by this means two very ſingular 


caprices of ſenſibility, which, at once inactive 


and wiſhful, deſires to retain the fame ſenſation, 


and receive another emotion at the ſame time. 
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of ideal beauty conſtantly realized in their ur- | 

chitecture, their ſculpture, their paintings, their : 
muſic, their eloquence, their poetry, and even 

in the dreſſes and ornaments of their women. 
And in fact there exiſts but one ſort of ideal 
beauty, as there exiſts but one poetry, and one 
logic: to compoſe that beauty, either with 
ſounds, colours or forms, or, in ſhort, with | 
thoſe combinations, ſo complicated and ſo aſto- 
niſhing, of forms, colours, and ſounds, which 
are called ſentiments and ideas. The Greci- 


ans were very happy in having found from the s 


very beginning, the ideal beauty, the poetry, 
and the logic of all the elegant arts: their pro- 
ductions were almoſt all maſter- pieces. The 
moderns have not bad this advantage; and 
thus, whenever they have quitted the traces 
of the Grecians, they never made three ſteps | 
together without falling, or going aſtpay. 
This has been the caſe with Bernini, and 
Borromini, who by the ſide of elegant and per- 
fett monuments, have raiſed others of ſo de- 
praved and ridigulous a taſte! You need but, 
compare with the Greek artiſts the greateſt 
number of thoſe of modern times. 


* 2 
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eme initi- 
- i che principles of philoſophy, Poetry, 
And eloquence ; it was genius, who placed in 
- heir hands the chiſſel, the pencil, and the pen; 
and not neceffity, ' They choſe, from theſe 
- three different inſtruments, that which ſuited 
Heft their genius and their taſte. "They em- 
loyed them oſten by turns. The fine arts were 
| with hems Ger a ren alects of the fame 


27 They no howto INE beautiful, e i 
: nn er knew bey to do it in . 


— 


"The elde . that e Gba 10 * letter, 
W, are thoſe which meditation on the 
Pantheon, ſipgeſted to me, yeſterday. In | 
_ exarining with whateeconomy and what pru- 
dence this monument is adorned, I faw that 
the Greeks thought, and very juſtly, that or- 
niments themſelves were not permitted to be 
uleleſs; that the ſurface and the extremities 


done oßthe neceſſary parts ſhould be decorated; 


and that the principal end, in ſhort, of all 
' ornaments, ſhould be utility. It is, beſides, 
5 | . | the 
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the ſource of a very ſenſible pleaſure; one is 
eee ee eee, . 
dee eee 1 hf 


kat dnn tothe renten te imagna- 


Al met . were in blocks in the quarry.z 


they are cut, drawn out, thrown on the ground, 
properly hewn, and I walk over them as I go 


by : but Genius comes; he takes theſe ſtones, 


he places and arranges them behold them at 


aſt in the air! The eye then, and the ſoul 


ſtand before them, ſeized with an emotion, 


2 reſpect, and a pleaſure, that both aſtoniſh 
and charm. It is thus that muſic acts with 
the detached ſounds and accents of the human 


voice, in order to form of them thoſe admi- 


not regret the marble that lined once the pan- 

| theon. That ſable colour of time diffuſing a 
gloomy ſhade over it now, is ſurely: worthy 
the brilliant colour in which it ſhone in remote 
times. We muſt forgive Time for carrying 
_ inſenſibly away a part of the ſurface of theſe 


columns; it Pot ſome pram in. its place. 


re. 1 Lapſe 
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Lapſe of time is true magnifcence ! But we 
muſt not forgive Bernini for having placed 


theſe two ſteeples between the periſtyle and the 


rotonda. The gate of the rotonda is the proper 
ASute of a temple. It is a gate ſuitable to the 
pantheon: it is the gate through which were wont 
to flow torrents of nations, continually drawn 
_ «thither by all the ſuperſtitie s of the univerſe. 
As I ſtep forward and advance towards the 
temple, my imagination more and more anti- 


eipates the preſence of all the gods. But T 


| enter — The gods are no longer there The 

theon is deſerted! It is here that the Uni- 
Kees Cauſe was wholly repreſented in the col- 
lection of its different influences, allegorised, 
perſonified, and named divinities ! The alle- 
gorical veil that covered them was ſo fine, and 


time and habit had fixed it fo cloſe to their bo- 


dies, that the human eye could not, in length 
-of time, diſtinguiſh it, ſeparately. Theſe in- 


ings 3 theſe beings afterwards, gods; theſe gods, 


then men; then theſe men, monſters ; and at 
aft,” before the brilliant light of philoſophy, 
- theſe monſters have become mere phantoms. 
| What a change in this 8 Where en 

1 + was 


% 
661i . ͤ—— 


II Tens on fraty, "tht 
- was adored, the Virgin is now worſhipped ! A 

God on a eroſs has taken the place of 1 1605 with 
| rs I i: 4% 17 M9 0 1 


The 0 of the N is - 
grand. Its circular form has a happy effect. 
An immenſe cupola majeſtically arches over 
the perſect cirele. But why theſe gold and 
marble trinkets ? It is difficult to aſcertain 
who has done the greater injury to this monu- 
ment - the barbarians who —_— Wl or the 

| n i 


+ "et od T4 


' Behold, then, the OT a which aſtoniſhed 
the Roman imagination,” but not that of Mi- 
chael Angelo The pantheon which had been 
a thought in the Auguſtan age, and was in later 
ages, but one of Michael Angelo's ideas the 
dome of his church of St. Peter! You ad- | | 
mire, ſaid he to the nations, the maſs of the | 
- pantheon, and are aſtoniſhed that the earth 
ſupports it—T will place it in the air. Michael 
Angelo's genius prompted theſe things, and 
his hand executed them. What a pity | 
that modern taſte has whitened the vaulted 
roof! This colour has too much aſſimilated 
FY 1 2 | _ 
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it to the earth, — Heavens to whiten an 
eee is worſe than to blacken 
a modern one. And it was Benedict XIV. 
who ordered ſuch an injury to the pantheon ! 
L-keave-to others the care of enumerating all 
the marbles, - the porphyry, and the granite 
that enrich the interior parts of this noble 
ſtructure, It poſſeſſes a far more precious trea- 
ſure—the aſhes of Raphael! Carlo Maratti 
has erected a tomb to Raphael, and Agrippa 


would have raiſed him an altar. This great 


man died in 1520, aged but 37.—Let us ap- 
: proach t the tomb and read | 


4 Ille hic eſt Raphatl, rimuit * folpite 
N vinci 
Ek « Rerum ERS parens, A RE OY, mori.” 


| Ry Cardinal Bembo has indulged the ſuggeſ- 
tions of wit in theſe lines, and he ſhould have 
indulged. only the ſuggeſtions of grief. Why 
did he not confine them to theſe words? 


Ie eft Raphael!” I had been to ſee ſome 


of Raphael's. works this very morning. Ah! 
how affecting the tomb of a great genius, after 
| Ds 1 examined his * 53 
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| YESTERDAY. W221 St. "203K 
. de Gonzaga's day, a Jeſuit, a grand feſtival 
was held in St. Ignatius's church; I followed 
| the crowd, and went to hear the opera of veſ< 
pers, and to fee the illumination at the expoſition 
F the boſt (Alla Benedizione). Theſe expreſ- 
ſions. perfectly ſuit what is generally done at 
Rome in grand ſolemnities. All the ſervice 
is performed in muſic; the audience walk 
about the chureh, converſe, and are merry to- 
gether, crowding round the orcheſtras, as if 
at an aſſembly. There is not one day in the 

year without two or three of theſe entertai 

ments, and all are equally reſorted to. A 

la Benedixione, the uſual way is to go to eat 
ice ſul corſa, a very handſome and well fre- 
quented ſtreet, or to ſup with ſome ladies at a 
tavern, or to ſee ſome fire- works juſt by the 
church, exhibited by ſome devotee of the pa- 
riſh, or the protector of a convent. The in- 
I 3 timate 


4 N — 
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3 timate friends of the faint. e 


b 
celebrated with diſtinguiſhed marks of ſolemn 
pomp. In ſupprefling the Jeſuits, the religious 
ceremonies" of their churches were not altered 
in the leaſt; their riches likewiſe have been 
preſerved. The ſaint's chapel is not quite in 
the Roman, but in the : Jeſuits. magnificent 
ſtyle, The altar is of maſſy ſilver, ſculptured 
by a maſterly hand: it is covered with lapis 
laxuli candleſticks. Before the altar there is an 

opening, in which, in the Jeſuits' time, were 
thrown (and the cuſtom ſtill ſubſiſts) letters 
addreſſed to St. Lewis. He is generally 
humbly requeſted to preſent to God ſuch and 
ſuch a petition, and to make uſe of all his in- 
. tereſt with the Almighty. The Jeſuits had 
taken care to perſuade the Italians, that St. 
Lewis of Gonzaga took a pleaſure in doing it, 
and that he was upon ſuch good terms with 
God, that he ſeldom failed of ſucceſs. The 
good friars, in reality, never failed to ſucceed; 
for by theſe means they: dive into the . 
n LANES , ¼ 2 04; 2. of | 


LETTER CON ETA. WS. 
As the fore part of the altar had been re 
moved, on account of the feſtival; I ſaw withs 
my own eyes, a great number of letters in the 
box. One of them had been ſent to the poſt 
office at that very inſtant: the ſuperſcription wax 
to St. Lewis of Gonzaga"; but OO ROT. mw 
ten to add till called gy M e 8616005: 
a en ut ent n eee rf: 
The a part of which: was? cont 
of thoſe inſtruments they call Magi he 
charm ſo much the delicate ear, and afflict {6 / 
much the ſenſible heart, did not prevent me 0 
from examining the church. The cieling mar 
preſents St. Ignatius in heaven at the feet of 
Jeſus. He is ſurrounded by a crowd of diſci- 
ples. The four quarters of the world are be- 
neath him: troops of Jeſuits led by angels, 
and holding ſwords, and flambeaux in their 
hands, quit the heavenly manſions, in order to- 
go and preach the goſpel. The four pannels | 
of the dome repreſent each a ſelected maſkere” 
from the old teſtament, But the moſt remarxxg—- 
able circumſtance is the inſcription in great 
letters before the chief altar Ege vobis Rome 
propitius ero—the Jeſuits have been deſtroyed, © / 
and the inſcription remains. St. Lewis's ſfta- 
14 15 tue 
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tue by Le Gros, is amaſter-piece of ſculpture: 


the- faint himſelf is very fine. The Jeſuits: 
never failed, in their pictures and- ſtatues, to 
make uſe of this artful manner of alluring. 
They have likewiſe a St. Staniſlaus, who is 


really charming. The Jeſuits had remarked, 


that a young man makes a longer-and a more 


fervent prayer at the feet of a beautiful virgin. 
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non. | 
18 


His We as 4 was gently 


FE up a ſtreet that leads to the capitol, I 


met a coach with two recollect friars in it; one 
on the fore, the other on the back-ſeat, with 
ſomething between their legs, which I could 
not diſtinguiſh. Every one, who was paſſing, 
immediately ſtopped, and pulled off their hats 
with the greateſt reſpect. I aſked whom all 
thoſe ſalutations were intended for? I was: an- 
ſwered, for the bambino (the baby) theſe good 
fathers are carrying to a prelate, who is very 
ill, and given over by his phyſicians. I had | 
explained to me every thing concerning this 


bambino. It is an infant, a wooden Jeſus, moſt 


richly dreſſed. The convent that has the good 
fortune to poſſeſs ſuch a baby, has no other 
patrimony. The moment one is dangerouſly 


in, ſomebody goes to fetch il bambino; but in a 


carriage, for he never goes on foot. Two 


friars accompany him, place him by the fick 


15 perſon's 
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perſon's ſide, and ftay in the houſe at his ex- 
| pence, till he gets better, or dies. II bambino 
is for ever abroad; they fight ſometimes at the 
gate of the convent to obtain him they often 
pull him to pieces, and chiefly in the ſummer, 
when he is extremely buſy; although his price 
is a good deal hi gher then, in proportion to 
the heat of the ſeaſon, . and the demand there. is 
* the ui. This is but juſt and right... 
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LETTER, ALIX, 


| 1 no M . 4 
47 5f ' YESTERDAY, on quitting the , 
pantheon, IL went to the capitol... This noble 
place, which once ruled the univerſe, where 
Jupiter had his temple, and Rome her ſenate; 
and whence the Roman eagles continually flew 
to every part of the world, and continually re- 
turned to it from all parts of the earth on. the 
wings of victory; whence a word, fallen from 
the lips of Scipio, of Pompey, or of Cæſar, ran 
inſtantly; to threaten. the liberty of nations, and. 
to decide the fate of kings; where, in ſhort, 
the greateſt men of the republic breathed, after: 
their death, in thoſe ſtatuęs, which ſtill exer- 
ciſe a Roman authority over the univerſe. | 
Well! this renowned and ſplendid place has 
- loſt its ſtatues, its ſenate, its citadel,, and its 
temples; it has only preſerved its name, ce- 
mented with the blood and tears of ſo many 
nations, that time has not yet been able to diſ- 4 
unite the immortal ſyllables that compoſe It - 
16 it 
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it is Rill called the capitol. It is in the capi- 
tol one can ſee the littleneſs of every thing 
human; and, on the contrary, the greatneſs 
and the mighty power of fortune. I am try- 
ing to find out the place where ſtood the cita- 
del. The Tarpeian rock is almoſt under ground. 
No compenſation can be obtained for the ra- 
vages that have deſtroyed ſo many grand mo- 
numents, but in a muſeum, which is juſt by, 
| where the popes have aſſembled ſome of their 
5 wrecks—it ſtands before the equeſtrian ſtatue 
_ of Marcus Aurelius. This ſtatue is of bronze; 
it is the handſomeſt that has remained of the 
_ ancients—Michael Angelo has made a pedeſtal. 


= * —This ſtatue has been much cenſured, and 


not without reaſon. This horſe, 1 will allow, 
is too ſhort, too heavy, and too thick—but 
Ew fg hor genius G 
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1 T O0 K a walk yeſterday, and 
made it very inteteſting 1 directed my ſteps 
towards the Via Appia, without the gates of the 
town —and in order to go to it, I was obliged 
to paſs through one of the ſuburbs, now the 
moſt deſert, and once the beſt inhabited, nay, 
the moſt brilliant, quarter of Rome it was, 
; and is fill, called Velabro. This end of the 
| town'is almoſt reduced again to that condition, 
in Which Tibullus repreſents it in one of his 
elegies. At the end of Velabro I found myſelf 
in the Via Appia, and walked a pretty good · 
way in it. I met the tomb of Cecilia Metella, 
the daughter of that Craſſus, who equipoiſed by | 
gold, the name of Pompey and the fortune of 
Czxfar, This celebrated monument, dedicated 
by a tender father to the memory of his _— | 
ter, is a round tower: its circumference is very 
extenſive; all its upper part is deſtroyed; it 
had long ſerved as a fortreſs in the civil wars 
22 EN | *. 
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of Ttaly ; ; and is ſtill ſurrounded with barracks. 
that are falling to ruin. I entered the tomb, 


and ſat there on the graſs. The flowers, that 


in a corner of the tomb, as if under the ſhade 


of death, diſplayed the brilliancy of their co- 
lours; a ſwarm of bees ſheltered between the 
two rows of brieks; the honey they diſtilled 


= there, the ſweet buzzing of their drony flight, 


that was gently raiſed from the boſom of filence, 


clouds, juſtling and flying by turns; the name 
of Cecilia Metella, who was perhaps both 
beautiful and ſenſible, yet perhaps unhappy 3 
the recollection of Craſſus; the image of a 
dieſponding father, Who tries by heaping ſtones 
upon ſtones, to eternize his grief; thoſe fol | 
 diers my imagination Kill perceived fighting on 
the: top of that.rock-—all-this, and a thouſand 
other impreſſions, which, I cannot deſcribe, . 


name, or. delineate, plunged my foul by degrees 


| tance. 4 ae us tomb. Faria ? Sha 24 44 


into a delicious. reverie. It was with Alue 
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and came to divert my muſing thoughts — the 
axure tints of the heavens, that formed a mag- 


4 
" i 
1 


Sd * 
ay” _—_— 1 _ 8 
1 0 
0 * 


LETTERS ON.LTALY. 


= OS f 
* 5 Y y 5 * y 1 


r a | 
Th HAVE no time to Wa 


| muſeum this evening long to ſee the forum 
it cannot be far off, for it ſtretched from the 


Palatine hill, where Rome roſe, and the capi- 


toline, where Rome is buried. — How! the fo- 
rum once covered with temples, with palaces, 


and with triumphal arches ; formerly the cen- 
tre of Rome, and conſequently of the whole 


world; the theatre of ſo many revolutions which 
changed at firſt the univerſe for Rome, and 


afterwards Rome for the univerſe—is this the 


mighty forum! Reſting on the wall where the 


tables of the laws were fixed; ſtanding on the 
priſon, Where Catiline's accomplices were led 
to death the moment Cicero had ſpoken; lean- 
ing on the ſtump of one of the columns be- 
longing to the temple of Jupiter Tonans, I 1 


begin to look and examine — the eye, wander- 
ing in this vaſt encloſure, can ſeize but wrecks 
of — ä and pilaſters, the 


r | 
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greateſt part of which have loſt both the form and 
the name it paſſes over ſix columns of the Tem- 
ple of Concord, on the pediment of that of Ju- 
piter Stator, on the portico of that of Antoni- 
nus and Fauſtina, on the walls of the public 
treaſury, on Septimius Severus' arch, under 
the vaults of one of the temples of peace, 
through the ruins of Nero's gilded palace, and 
repoſes at laſt on a Corinthian column of white 
marble, that riſes alone in the middle of the 
vaſt extent of the ancient forum. What mighty | 
changes !—In this place where Cicero ſpoke, 
' herds" are lowing !—what was called by the 
univerſe the Roman forum, is now called at 
| None apr a Vaccino 7 ron: cow ata; of | OE 


1 Would never be tired of running cer We 
© eftent'of the forum; I went with new curioſity 
from one heap of an s another, from an en- 
tablature to a column, from Septimius Seve- 

rus” arch, to that of Titus. Here 1 fat on the 

| — of a pillar—there on a pediment—a little « 
further on a pilaſter. I felt a kind of pleaſure 
in treading upon Roman grandeur—I was 
mg with e over e boi Rome. 12 
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TIVOLI. 


1A M this moment e a6 Ti- 
voli, but it is night no matter ; here I am, 
and ſhall awake to-morrow at Tivoli. 


The moon already ſhews me, through the 
| window of the room I am to paſs the night in, 
the temples of Veſta and of the Sybil. It en- 
ables me to diſcover, juſt oppoſite to my win- 
dow, that Anio which will eternally reſound in 
the noble lines of Horace. I long for the ſun 
to ſhew me thoſe temples and that caſcade. I 


love this noiſe ; it ſhakes my ſoul : as it does that 
mountain. | 


How: pleaſed am I in liſtening to the Anio ! 
it roars, it falls, it thunders, it falls again! The 
night enjoys no ſilence here. How this river, 
precipitating from ſo great a height, breaks it- 


ſelf into one entire maſs of foam] How it cauſes 


fair Cynthia's rays to recoil upon thole trees, 
| upon 


+ 


e LEYTERS,0N ITALY. 
> upon thoſe hills, on that abyſs, and on thoſe 
beautiful Corinthian columns of the temple of 
| Veſta, clad with the ſofteſt and pureſt light !— 
Where are ye, painters ! Where are ye, poets ! 
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_TIV OLH 


As I cannot cloſe my eyes, I wilt 
— to entertain you e ITEN 
OY? 


I bet dee Reno dee ür Ss 
| afternoon, with a Poliſh. nobleman, who has 
travelled many a league in Europe, during the 
 lapfe of ten years; and a French phyſician, 
who has ſpent juſt as many years in the ſame 
manner, 1 went, firſt, fourteen miles, through 
a duſty ſolitude, and tombs, that is to ſay, acroſs 
the Campania of Rome. I was on the Roman 
road, called Via Tiburtina. All of a ſudden a 
fmell of ſulphur affects us; a few ſteps farther, 
it ſurrounds us; the ground grows black: the 
verdure of the plants and buſhes, compelled 
by the ſpring to vegetate, is half dried up, the 
wild roſe opens itſelf, and dies. We followed 
that ſulphureous ſmell ; we arrived at a lake full 
of a blueiſh water, which. begins to bubble, the 


ON momnet 
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moment the ſmalleſt pebble is thrown into it. 


Several little iſlands are ſeen floating, covered 


with reeds; they are portions of the earth un- 
dermined by the water. ; ; 


The 7 that riſes from this lake, and ſkims 
upon its ſurface, is fatal to the birds; they paſs 


_..- gyer it, die, and fall. Two unhappy wretches, 


however, live on the Solfatara : thus is the lake 
| called. The curioſity of travellers: furniſhes 
them wherewithal to eat, ſleep, and get drunk: 
how pale! how faint | how emaciated, aeg 

bus theſe poor fellows do not think. 


3 as ral as pollible the 5 of the 
Solfatara Lake, and go on towards Tivoli. At 
the foot of ſome mountains we met ſeveral 
ruins 3 amongſt them a tomb ſtands foremoſt, 
It is a ſquare tower, very well preſerved. - On 

one of its fronts is NN a triumphal mo- 
| nument erected to Plautia, 


| ke AS be 
| the fide of each other, furniſh a ſubject for 
refleQion. Glory by the fide of death! But be- 


hold me at laſt at Tivoli !——Of what conſequence 
A is 


rs * 1 TALY. 139 
is it, that there i is a biſhop, with eight curates | 
and eighteen hundred people at Tivoli? Where 


is the Anio, with i its caſcades ? 
open thr? W 28 " Is the watt of 


| 1 aſk where Pro ti; | 
pertius, where Cynthia, 
"ys eee. Zenobia, — here Leſbia, - and pa 
_ OI Horace, dwelt? They fhew 
the Carthuſians, the Capuchins, - and 


the curate of the 
— ener live. Farewell all to- 
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f 3 76 re EO: T I VOL, 
E TRE en away! let us run 
Wks orgy The Anio' gently flows on 


a ſmooth even bed, laving on one ſide a town 
proudly teated on its banks; on the other ſome | 
noble elms, nodding their ſolemn ſhade over its 


waves: thus calm, majeſtic, and peaceful, does 
the ftream advance! On a ſudden, growing 
impetuouſly furious, it wholly breaks againſt 
che rocks—it foams—it guſhes—ſtarts back— 


and breaks again in violent ſwells, that daſh 


| againſt one another, intermingle, and rebound 


from the ſurface—the ſurges cover, for a mo- 


ment, an immenſe rock, which the roaring tor- 


rent wf opens; and e Ed falls into a 


: ſeeret gulph. | 


LN 


: Men we Anio now lArthe diſtance of 
two hundred yards and upwards, the particles 
of thoſe broken waves beſprinkle me over, nay, 
wet me all over, and actually form, at more 

SR than 
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than two hundred yards diſtance, in every ſenſe, 
an inceſfint 5 be eee 
But bak! I gin hear Na fab # wi? 

I am led to Neptune's grotto. There a rocky 
mountain hangs over the dreadful abyſs, hol- 

low within, from high and tremendous vaults; 

do is 1 40 two enormous . 

bs > hicough theſe FRE He many ; 
| Peer: that form ſemi-circles in them, as 
they croſs one another; and through thoſe plants, 
and the moſs, that hang in feſtoons from their 
brows, I perceive again the furious waves, {till 
falling on rocky points, ſtill breaking and ruſh- 
ing againſt one another: they bound, they urge, 
they fight, they plunge, they Ns and 
row pings e | 


Liſten with attention to the e which | | 
_ theſe bounding furges cauſe to roll! Hearken 
to the univerſal rebounding from that quarter, - 
; and to the ſolemn ſilence all around it! Thoſetor- 
rents, that height, thoſe rocks, hanging from a 
precipice; ſome of them darkened by ages, others 
made verdant by the heaving moſs, and the reſt 
briſtled up with briars, thorns, and wild plants 
| 5 | of 
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Harem thefefangred may of ce un 
break and dance upon the rock, in the wa- 
ter, and among the flowers; thoſe birds af- 

ind, e af a diſtance, by the tumults 

of the waves, which preyent the hearing of 
their melodious notes, —all, all affect me, 
and enchant me 
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LETTER V. 


TIvVOLL. 


[wit 6 jos a 
Le Caſcatelle, where 1 have been fitting this 
hour, under an ancient olive-tree, buſy in con- 


templating, and liſtening to, the murmurs of 
_ theſe limpid waves. 


| "The way to theſe caſcades es 
You walk under lofty poplars, and majeſtic 
planes, intermixed with fig and mulberry trees. 
The moſt verdant turf, and the moſt fragrant 
flowers, are under your ftet—the concert of a 
thouſand birds is heard in the neighbouring 
woods, with the trampling of horſes coming 
down the mountains ; flocks appear feeding on | 
their ſummits, whitened by the richneſs of their 
Heecy treaſure ; the ſilver ſound of their bells 
r in the air. | 
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Behold! on a ſudden. the temple of Veſta | 
oe of the Sybil appear With wn 
You, I; K -_ ports 
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ports does the eye wander around theſe beauti- 
ful columns! with what extaſy does it gaze 


but one could wiſh to place them a little far- 
ther back, for they incline too much over the 
precipice. How pictureſque the effect of thoſe 


briars, choſe ivies, and of all thoſe other creep- 
ing Plants, which. vie with the Corinthian Acan- 
in adorning and crowning thoſe. columns ! 


Burbehold me oppoſite Le Caſcatelle.!. 1 prefer i it 


49 the grand c caſcade, to Neptune $ Grotto, and 


** „ 3 of & Water "WISER my e 


The kills "_ a. beautiful crown to;-the 


a and the towry in its turn, to the, hilt. 


How gently the hillock deſcends, ſwelling, with 
harveſts of every kind! There a cotm-feld * 
yonder. an orchard 1 ;—a little farther arbours co- 


vered with vines Sand all on a ſudden, in 


midſt of theſe varigated, ſmiling: verdures, 
ruſhes an impetucus torrent, that ſoon parts 
into Ave. rivers, which, through five different 
channels, are either ſpoutings) running, or fal- 
ing: at the bottom, they meet other ſwelling 
waves, that flow from all ſides, to re-unite 
in the enamelled lawn,——lt was here, no 


doubt, mat Propertius was out to, come. to 
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e ont his seg ratte foul and compoſe 
his tender lines it was here he brought in the 
evening his beautiſul Cynthia 3 here he took 
pleaſure in ſhewing and deſcribing to her this 
charming ſcene ; to direct her wandering looles 
to thoſe waves that riſe in ſheaves. 40 thoſe 
3 ane in ier fn; 4 Abt 
Driaklings of the e and to chat eres 
number of ſhrubs, inceſſantiy ſhaking at the 
motion of the waters, rapidly-ꝓaſſing around 
chem, While he reclined her languiſhing and 
vanquiſhed arm upon the ſhoulders W 
pleaſing inſtructor ee ee lb K 
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Was it not here, before theſe identical cal. 


cades, that thy Muſe, Horace, anraptured with 
the ſame ſcenes, celebrated. in ſuch glowing 
lines the charms f Tivali ? Read them 
for they can well bear a ſecand eating . 0 0 
Ml neque eam atiens Lacedemony, |_| 
Nec tam Lariſſæ perouſſit campus Opin 
=> Quam domus Albuneæ reſonantis, 
Et præceps Ani et Tibur f 
* Mollibus pomäria rivis py | 
e * K 2 5 
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And thou Zenodia.l. and thou Leſbia! Was 
it not to this delicious ſpot ye were wont to 
come the one to ſeek. ſome conſolation for the 
_ Joſs: of 2 cron -unſortunate Zenobia ! and 
render hearted Leſbia . What a cool- 
mess R- What a calm What a ſolitude ] and 
zis truly arholiday which heaven, gives to the 
earth „O my: wite:! my children —all that 
| winnen here at this 
inſtant I am fure you would be happy. It 
woiild be impeiſſible for my little Fanny, for 
Adelina, for Adrian, and for Eleanor, to tread 
on LOR thay graſs, a to 2 all * flowers. | 


Farewell, ES valley, 0 beviteking 
caſcade ! fare well ye hanging rocks, and vivid 
moſs! Adieu ye verdant ſhrubs, and ye wild 
flowers ! in vain ye try to retain me: I am a 

| ſtranger ; I do not inhabit your beautiful Italy ; 
I ſhall never ſee you again perhaps my 
children, ſome of them at leaſt, may come to 
viſit you one day—be as charming to them 
as ye appear to their father, | | 


>| 
Yes! 


G 2 
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Yes Ve muſt come, my children, and it 
under this ancient olive-tree, where I am now; 5 
it is the tree that ſtands neareſt the precipice ; 
it is oppoſite x rock; under this tree you will 
beſt enjoy all the raviſhing ſeenes of this en- 
chanting ſite.— Again farewell, you charming 
waves! your foaming, your murmuring, your 
freſhneſs ; 3 the trouble and the tranquillity ye - 
cauſe at once in my breaſt—all I ſee, hear; and 

feel around you, 1 ſhall not ceaſe to regret in 
the boſom of my family, and my friends 
not thoſe marbles and bronzes, nor the canvas 
and monuments, fo much boaſted of, and ad- 
, mired by _ Oe INE. are N e p21 
but Art. 833 1 
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8 now are in fields which bear olive- trees. "Er 
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oN my = EE to Tiro 
3 after having left Le Caſeatelle, - 


I met ſome labourers, who were driving the, 


e through ſtumps of columns. 1 


; went out of the way for; a, moment, and, pe- : 


netrated under the remains, of ſome porticos, 
that had once ſupported palaces of en. 


, 
bs nk 


A e ars at Tivoli, my companions and 


I, in the Temple of the Sybil, where a dinner 
was prepared and waiting for us. A good 


appetite, wholeſome diſhes, the mind preſent 


to the place we were in, which exhibited, on 


the right, hills covered with verdure ; on the 
left mountains briſtled up with rocks ; ; before 
us the Anio, breaking into an entire maſs of 


| froth; over our heads one of the pureſt ſkies 


of azure tint, forming a noble arch, and re- 
poſing an a circular row of Corinthian col 4 


% 


—_— 
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of white marble ; filver and purple clouds, chat 
paſſed under the arch, and illuminated it as they 
paſſed. In this ſituation we recited, alter- 
nately, ſome lines of Horace and Propertius; 
and at the cloſe of our repaſt, a charming 
girl of Tivoli brought us milk, pure and 


White as her own. fine teeth; together with 


tural vermilion of her lips, 5 ſhe: bluſhed at cu 
ſmiles, and our attentive-looks. 7 The noiſe af, 

the river often ſtole away the ſqund of ou 
voices: our names we graved on a ſtone, and 


addreſſed to our friends, if they ſhould: bappen 


eee ud anne #7 134 Uher 


| Theſe unite — enjoys it 
ous hours. of my life. But pleaſures are at- 
tended with n L muſt nnn 
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e — bre broke out yeſterday, 
Auring che night, in St. Peter's Place, juſt by 
the Vatican. It happened at that hour, when 
514 men arid children are aſleep;' but mothers 
And e eee ey eee Hut td 


243: 4294) ee ner web ele ft 
Never es; ai enen a . N 
- thoſe; -they, threatened to devour the whole 
city of Rome. Irritated by an impetuqus wind, 
the flames grew violent in an inſlant. The 
extreme darkneſs of the digi ſeemed to give | 
.additional light to the conflagration. What 
-moeving ſcenes were rendered viſible by that 
tremendous and wide-extended fire !—TI can 
ſee and hear every thing. The ſhrieks of 
mothers, in agony and deſpair, rend the bleed- 
ing heart -I had ſpent the evening in the 
neighbourhood of the Vatican, and was re- 


turning to my lodging at Piazza di Spagna. 


— 
4 — 
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+. On entering St. Peter's Place, 1 perceived 
the flames, which darting from the poor man's 
dwelling, they had already. nearly conſumed, 
were mounting, in wreaths, around twenty 
marble columns, to the top of the Vatican. I 
was alone, and I muſt own, that fancying 1 
was preſent at ſome magnificent ſpectacle, the 
heart felt a kind of enjoyment ; but a moment 


aſter a youth, carrying on his ſhoulders a ve- 


nerable old man, happened to paſs by me. From 
the manner this young man looked round him, 
and tried the ground with his wary ſteps, tak- 
ing care not to ſhake the beloved burden, I 

ſoon diſcovered he was carrying his father. 

This aged ſire, ſuddenly ſnatched from repoſe 
and the flames, not knowing where he it, 
| whence he came, whither he is going, ar what 
can be the matter, remained in a kind af flute 
por; a young child, in the mean time, goes 
before them, who turns every now and wy | 
his frighted looks towards hem. 44.294 


« +4 
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A woman, rather old, and Amok naked, 
with an air of indifference painted on her coun 
tenance through Sg follows behind, carrying | 
fe old man's cloaths. 


Ks I was 
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Allowing them with looks of compa(- 
Kew cries: I faw- not-far- off another young 
— naked, hurried by the flaines 
. 
al be weight of his dody along the wall, was 
 menſaring- with his eyes the place on the pave- 
— ee fall me the leaſt 


2 *} 3 EY * — * 8 | N * Ia Au! 7 


. eee e 4 
1 y che light of a conſtagration! How anx- 5 
- Jouſlyj wem the top of 4 terrace, does that 
rennhed wife tender to her huſband, who is in 
we erert, the dear pledge of their love! She 
ende ahneſt- half. way—fhe bends ſtil more 
an- ib infant yet in her arms, or at her 
bony ort at het lips —at laſt between the ex- 
tended arms of the mother, and the extended 
arms of the father, the child afteep eget ang 
r e e Wen 


— the Place, when T x met, 


yang from a palace all in flames, a lady of a 


majeſtic ſhape and Roman beauty, fill clad in 
her magnificent robes, melting into tears, and 
bolding 


— 


children. The youngeſt of them, on ſceing his 
mather in tears, wept alſo : his lifter; of a 


gold, tried to cover,. and even to veil over, her 
young and tender body with her delicate chaſte 


hands: and arms 2 . nder. 


people, of old men, children, ſoldiers and priefts, 


tatedby a ſtorm. They enter St. Peter's chuxchy 


ta death, and fall ! I faw-paſs by me, carried 
| by four ſoldiers, on their ſabres croſs-wife,; a 


young woman, Who had juſt fainted; away 
How beautiful ſhe was ! The light of the flames 


was gliding round her pale countenance : ſhe | 


her beauteous lids, and reſting: on her cheaks« | 


But in all this dreadful, and truly terrific ſreney, 
what inſpired me with the greateſt horror, was 15 
the ſilence that reigned in thoſe intervals when 

K 6 the 
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charming: and: noble figure, benumbed with 
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band, and yt th wept! 0 uu" x 2 10 
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2 . of the pies behold4-a ner 
of the. windows, of the Vatican, juſt by the 
ſpot where the fire was moſt violent, behold a 


_ croſs ! Behold in his pontifical robes, -accom- 


panied by his prieſts, the ſovereign pontiff !— - 
The croud inſtantly announce his eee 
ſhouting, and falling on their knees. The 
pontiff is inſtantly ſurrounded. by a 3 
thouſand faces. in tears, and "twenty thouſand 
ams extended in prayer. The pontiff lifts up 
his eyes to heaven, and prays-—che en 
8 e een 8 
r he dheiinme, 
e property-mv- 
muring, as if 1 in concert, in ORG: 1915 
4 
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But how ſhall I describe a ſeene iat pts 
emer itſelf to my aching eyes at this inftant! 
oa the ſteps of the cathedral, "a mother, 
e 


with her fervent hands thoſe of her little infant, 


kneeling by her fide, were joined with compla- 
cency, and diſpoſed in a form for prayer. Be- 
hind them a young woman, with her hair 
diſhevelled, ſtanding and melting into tears, 
was uplifting, in the fervour of all her grief 


(and no doubt of her love) her pathetic hands 


towards the pontiff ; while, on the contrary, 


at the feet of this young and intereſting Wo- 


man, another, ſeated with her back to the Va- 

tican, and the pontiff, neither weeping nor 
praying, looked at her with an air of aſtoniſh- 
ment— no a et child was e playing, at 
her . „ 


1 


The Pandi has ended his Re PS ares | 


Te people look at him with eyes of earneſt 
ex ion. Serene in his countenance, with 
+6 dee Nin ef hogs,” the pontiff then pro- 


nounces the ſacred words, and ſheds his bleſ⸗ 5 
ſing on the proſtrate multitude. On a ſudden, 
Whether it be owing to a miracle, or as if by 
| miracle, 
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FRASCATI, 


FRASCATEHS 36 wad tte”" 


. and the moment I arrived at it, they 


propoſed to carry me to fee the thres celebrat- 


ed villas, Panfili, Mondragon, and Ludwig. 
No, ſaid I, carry me to Tully's villa. Un- 
luckily it exiſts not now; the very remem- 
brance . mn 
a hen wen 287 38 
| B+ rnd” eg 
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viſiting""theſe villas. I have ſeen their waters, 
l their palaces 3 I Won nes. © 


a . ne may be eee By Re 


mans; they have no others: but neither theſe 
waters, theſe woods, nor theſe Tawns! can at- 
tract the notice of a traveller, who has breathed) EE 


the freſhneſs of Maupertuis' vale; wandered; 


with gladſome ſteps, in the romantic, rural 


walks of the villa of Ermenon ; or muſed im 
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the penſive paths of the Deſart; a traveller who 
has viſited thoſe delightful retreats which the 
Loire, the Seine, the Dordogne, the Saone, 
and twenty other noble rivers 8 _ 

Play with nene on en de! ; 


ys fs 2 9 *. 


The, palaces of F raſcati are immenſe 3 but 
' they; are only mere heaps of ſtones. They 
bave deen ſucceflively ſtripped of the ſtatues | 
| en them 9 5 
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The FE ace in a ks condi. 
The waters, it is true, ſtill deſcend from 
all the upper mountains, pure, freſh, and in 
abundance z yet no ſooner are they in theſe 
gardens, but inſtead of letting them run, mur- 
mur, and flow from rock to rock, from lawn 
t lawn, as nature had deſigned them, they 
- are, impriſoned in baſons and canals, whence 
they can never make their eſcape but through 
caſcades, water-jets, and fountains, that pour 
them, out guſh by guſh, limit all their ſpouts, 


and ſeem to regulate their very murmurs.— 


In ſhort, theſe noble waves, deſtined by na- 

ture to inſpire the poet's genius, to noutiſh the 

* the ſenſible man, and to in- 
vite 


— Cn ALA" Ar AAS 


PP 
vite the ſoft repoſe of the voluptuous, are 
meanly | degraded by the oddeſt conceits in 
forming water-embelliſhments;::and : trifles, fig! 
only to amuſe children. The Italians, how- 
ever, with all their unnatural taſte, are not 
able to deſtroy theſe charming ſituations, of» 
' diſguiſe theſe romantic aſpects: they cannot 
dry up the ſource of the perennial ſap that 
decks theſe hills with ever-ſmiling verdure 2- 
theſe charming retreats are left; open to all the: 
zephyrs, and every gentle win; to the 'geryal 
rays of a beautiful day, and to the omg Ne. 
conſtant ſtrains 1 love. 0 oer, I XY He 


cog 
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| The profiett thas firubk tae” math is from the 
terrace of Villa Mondragone. On the left 
your eye repoſes on a hill that cuts entirely te 


horizon, and advances to the middle 1 the I 


plain, like a curtain drawn before it. This 
hill, of moſt gentle aſcent and deſcent 00 the 
view, diſplays,” in the form of an amphitheatre, 
the re-united treaſures of the moſt Juxuriant- 
vegetation : on its ſides, plants bearing all ſorts 
of flowers, yielding different ſhades, and diſ- 
playing luxuriancy of foliage: at its feet, in- 
numerable families of ſhrubs and bules, climb- 


ing 
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ing and falling again in cluſters, in 
and in bunches ef yellow, purple, and gold. 
Its brilliant ſummit is covered with the moſt 
venlant and pyramidical pines, with: the dar 
cot uplifing. eee and the 1 8 8 4 
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On the night of the ns as 
quite” à different view: the lake Regilus, n 
the borders of which e eee eee 
of all her” victefies; the hills of Tivoli. fo 
often; viſited hy Catullus and Leſbia; the fields: 
tilled by old Cato; the "marſhy tract which 
once formed the gardens of Lucullus, and the 
NT On ng 
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Within the Lace af theſe 0 


PZ 


at my feet; the extent of, the ate over... 
my head; the ſun's, courſe;. before me; and 
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their infancy, with the different being s of m mf. 5 


veils * they called them by their Dae and 
had actually learned by heart the living Tan- 
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THE artiſts 3 antiquity 5 75 
conſiderable advantage over thoſe of modern 
times, in repreſenting heroes and gods; they | 
lived in the midſt of fable, familiarized, from ; 


thology, they knew each of them "ny ei - 


guage of allegory. Thus early habituated 10 5 
ſpeak this ſymbolical Tanguage, it was not dif- 


ficult for them, in the ſequel, to write it Core | 
| rectly with the chiſſel, the pencil, or the” pen 


on pegs. cn or drann + — 
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"4 Merle artiſts, on the en at: 
tant from this peculi: lar animation of the ble, 


on account of o many ages and Preſucke 35 


and ſo great a difference of manners, can- 

not ateinguim the raiment that covered it, /rior 

are able to ſeparate it from the nake. 
What 


1 


1 Wigs e a- 
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2 What an embarraſſment, what a trouble | 


muſt it be to them, whenever they have oc- 
caſion to comprehend, or tranſlate, the beau- 
ties of fabling antiquity! What the ancients 


ſaw, with their own eyes, every day, the mo- 
_derns muſt view in their mind's eye; what the 


former learned, the latter muſt imagine; the 
woderns, in ſhort, muſt weave. again the torn 
veil of 1 e. | 


8 AE | - 
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"The ancient 00 had no leſs the 1 


tage over the moderns in repreſenting naked 5 
nature, than in — 3.0. 
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bee re 5 hay Bn 
ment her naked charms, at weir i eu their 
mes ig vor combats. | 3855 


SL 


count of our climate and manners, to avoid, 
at all tines, expoling nakedneſs to view, it is 
but Teldom we can ſurpriſe it, and then in de- 


flance of climate and manner, which, aſter 


, 46 not deprire our eyes of the indulgence 
AC nas pr? of Ln, but 
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Bees were e not 7 ancient artiſts as hap- 
= ſituated than the modern, for repreſenting | 
beauty? Did they not live in a climate, the fa» 
yourite of heaven, the creator of beauty? in a 


8 religion of love that adored it? under manners 


that required it of all the beauæ arts ? Did they 
not live, in ſhort, among a people who made a 
merit of beauty, and recompenſed a beautiful i 
| e, as they e greps man? eg 


81051 


Theſe refleSions came to my mind yeſterday, 
in examining two Hercules's deſigned y two 
young artiſts. I ſaid to one of them, you fancy 

you have drawn a Hercules, becauſe yon have 
given him a largeneſs of ſtature, and added large 

arms, large legs, and a large head. * have 
drawn a Coloſſus. To the other 1 ſaid, Jou 
Have defigned an attitude full of ſtrength, ay ag 
tion full of energy, and the moſt vigorous manly 
body; you thought you had draw Hercules; 
he is but a! wreſtler. What. ſhould, we have 
| done, then, replied the young artiſts, de gc- 

Feat Hercules ?—Firſt of all we muſt agree in 


this 


— — . K — — 
s / 8 
= 


: diſtinguiſh at his birth the labours, the exploits, 


_ 
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nis one point, anſwered I, very neceſſary, 


: very ſimple, and generally neglected that is 
d co ay, you muſt know, above all, what you in- 
tend todo; o muſt certainly know what Her- 


cules is. I Iconſult the hiſtory of heroes and gods 
in the fable of Hercules, it is impoffible not to 


the death, the immortality of Hercules, of that 
Hercules, the ſon of Jupiter, the oonqueror f 
tyrants and monſtets, ſupporting the world on 
his ſhoulders, ſpinning at the feet of Omphale, 


| and marrying, Hebe. —It is impaſſible, I fay, 


not to diſtinguiſn ſtrength—ſtrength, that great 
principle of acting nature, through which the 


: univerſe, lives and exiſts; which , obeys LON, 


ob. ang ixjoined * to youth, * 

1 interrogate 8 e, | 
155 what are in his language, the proper ex- 
preſlions to paint to our eyes this abſtract be · 
ing? The genius of allegory points out, firſt 
of all the greateſt ſtrength of which the hu 


| 5 He ſhews me then the 


25 Fi this mighty ſtrength, which is not in 
at of ok NY's Hulk, ar 


80 f 
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in che robuſtneſs of the limbs, which -implies 
— bulk; — — of ine 
| — b Ae mern 


from expreſſing ſtrength, exhibits. unnatufal 


efforts; but in the articulated enunciation df 
all che re- united ſymbols of an extended, ur- 
verſal, abundant, and active life; that is, in 


the develope ment, the ſuppleneſs, und the pro- 


Jection of all the veins, through Which flows 
life, under ths entire ſurface of WN 
Frame. - Eh $73 714 911 5 1385 005 1 Be] 


- 4 Ft 
W 4 . . 1 #1 att: 21 F< Fi 


Thus, in the 2eſign on which I Propoſe” to 


form the ſtatue of Hercules, F'begin by draw- 
ing, out of 'this\marble block, à body neither 
ld nor young, but completly formed, and in 
Rull virility ; not Coloſſean, but vigorbus j Hot 
maſſy, but robuſt; there he is but he' hints 
not yet with the eee N 
——_— the a+ of a god. | 
125115 ns Tek EL} VO en A: 1 
3 <a nature now, — 
ideal beautiful for a guide; I meaſure, diſpoſe, 
and proportion all the members of this 
Aupple all cheſe muſcles chat roughen its I 
41 SI ye ; + ſmooth 


wech 


1 „ . 


: 
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_ - ſmooth all theſe vei that wrinkle it; and, in 
N hort, by a ſueceſſion of inſenſible gradations, I 
dia over its whole ſur ſace, a projecting, and yet 
F— =  -aundulatingline, which ſtamps a form wherever 
it reſts, and leaves a contour wherever it 
touches. But the moſt difficult part remains to 
de done an action muſt be choſen. The choice 
8 — be difficult indeed, exclaimed the young 
nA rxtiſts, amongſt che many labours and exploits | 
him ſmother a hydra, overthrow a giant, or 
tear a lion, each of theſe proofs of ſtrength 
ns > Hercules, CL EN 
"HI" *- L 657 428 * ag | 
Far be it from me, young men, EY 3 1 
eee eee Has not | 
che ſight only of this body already told them to 
| you? Do not you conceive, merely by looking at 
Ais arm, that all tyrants, all monſters, muſt in- | 
— tara aoddeth 7 — 


eee eee 
might render doubtful the ſtrength of Hercules, 
dy recurring to mighty efforts; and the god 
be ſuſpected of poſlefling the attributes of hu- 
man nature! But if my chiſſel bas no more 


* 
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Arength to add to this body, what remains is 
to expreſs how far this ſtrength is natural, 
that is to ſay, how divine it is. "This eſſect is 
not to be obtained either by the developement of 
forms, or by acts of vigour, but by contraſts 
i\ alone. It is the contraſts that ſne what is but 
juſt appearing, and give a brilliancy to what is 
form ground of extent, that immenſe eroud of 
mmmh 
x % 8 © e n 
eee een would 
be but an individual being. I will endeavout 
| therefore, to animate this ſublime body vrith the 
moſt ſtriking contraſt 3/ and behold in what atti- 
tude he ſhall appear, ſtarting from the marble. 
limbs, in perfect eaſe ; his breaſt unireMied and 
even; his legs careleſsly aeroſs before him 3 
his back, in that hand, with which he had juſt 
ſtifled the dragon of the Heſperides, thtde 
golden apples — On his finewy and flexible 
neck, he boldly carries towards the hesvens, 
and gracefully inelines towards the earth, bis 
noble head; ſerenity in his countenance, and 
Vos J. ; * * majeſty 
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Ons ru marble is Her. 


it is true; ſaid I, this is the Hercules of the Far- 


the Grecian chiſſel. What reaſoning, what 
ſenſibility, what genius, muſt have been united 


in the artiſt, the poet, the {cholar, and the phi-— 


loſopher, who conceived and executed the bold 


deſign of allying to beauty, the eſſential object 


ſympathetic qualities, that in a certain manner 
require its alliance — ſuch as tenderneſs, which 
ſeems to be another ſpecies of beauty; or youth, 
which is the flower of it; or innocence, which 

adorns it; or pride that enobles it; or grief 
that renders it ſublime but ſtrength, which 


one might be inclined to think, was ety in- 


woe gan _ _ 


4 
| 
. - 
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Could one better comprehend ſtrength, thah 
this ſublime artiſt has done? Could one have 
better diſcriminated it from effort, and even 
from vigour, which ſo nearly.reſembles it ? See, 


in fact, how ſkilfully each of theſe muſcles is 


raiſed ! How none are ftretched! The body 
does not repoſe, it is only.in a Kind of repoſe ; 


it does not lean, it is only in a leaning poſture; 


the head is of an ordinary ſize; the arms alone 
are powerful-] But what ſeems {till more won- 
derful to me is, the diſplay of profound ſci- 
ence, and the happy choice of contraſts. The 


great artiſt was thoroughly ſenſible, that the 


moſt proper contraſt, to enhance the qualities 


"of ſtrength, was a natural tranquillity, the at- 
tribute of ſtrength ; a characteriſtic ſoftneſs ; 


and the quality of majeſty, a becoming ſmile. 


— 


In ſhort, there is not a ſtroke of the chiſſel in 
all this marble that does not diſcoyer | trait 
of genius, 2 8 


"iT 
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5 that flower at Rome, which has ſo 


| much Value ſet upon it in every country in the 


world, and is ſo highly prized by all mankind; 


before which, the heart of a youth begins 5. a 


beat; the imagination of à man is inflamed, 
hen nothing elſe can warm it; and of which 
the recollection ſometimes ſoftens old age, and | 
makes it ile. Why ſhould I 19 Tor: of the 
N wy In n ladies e 


; 


i ey | 


* 0 
P—_ » * * — 


8 Mo is as rare here as ĩt is abe Na. 


ture often fails here in the formation of a Wo- 
man, to produce that charming combination of 
colours and forms, which the eye of man re- 
"quires ene ed woman. # 


nee rarely bes the perfection of NY 


oy in the deſign of che viſage, and that of 
the hand. It gives but the outlines of | the 


Ws n 
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ſhape, and the cheſt is ſeldom bibel. ThE 
foot chiefly i is miſled, and no wonder, for nature 

does no longer produce, with equal happineſs, 
all ſorts. of flowers in every part of the globe. 
They pretend that it compenſates this negli- 
gence, or defect of induſtry, in regard to the 
Roman fair, by the perfection of their ſhoulders; | 
but, I believe, that if the Roman ſhoulders appeas 
more beautiful, it is fimply awing to their being 
more apparent; beſides, the embouupaput perhaps, 
which commences rather early with the women 
in this country, may actually help to embelliſh 
them. Let it be as it will, nature could not 
better aſſort, nor more ſkilfully place, the fore - 


head, che eyes, the noſe, the mouth, the chin, 


the ears, and the neck; it could not employ 
purer, ſofter, or more correct forms; all the 
details are finiſhed, and the tout enſemble ACCOMe 
pliſhed. What a complexion | it is a mixture of 
| lilies and roſes. What a vermilion ! A gentle 
bluſh ſeems: conſtantly to adorn that fair ones 
cheeks. A fine Roman head will always 
aſtoniſh you, and the whole of the traits will 
| Rrike your heart: the firſt look ſeizes the beau - 
teous image, and the leaft trace of itafterwards 
reeals. it to the mind, But as every thing has 
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9 its allay in this ſublunary world, if x Roman 

woman receives from nature that elegant, ma- 
jeſtic beauty which aſtoniſhes, and forces ad- 

; miration, ſhe” does not obtain from her, che 


grace that penetrates, and which to be+ loved, 


requires only to be ſeen.” If ſhe poſſeſſes thoſe 
permanent charms, three Graaf a beautiful 
_ woman only a beauty; thoſe fugitive graces 


forms twenty. In vain will you "contemplate 
__. that countenance for a whole day, thoſe beau- 
teous eyes have but one aſpect; and thoſe ſweet . 
ps but one ſmile; you will never fee, on that 


pure and ſerene countenance, the traces of 


pleaſure or uneaſineſs; never will. thoſe fea- 


tures, accompliſhed as they are, appear gently | 


_ curled as a limpid ftream, at the inſenſible 


motion of Aa n e r ſentiment, or a panes ad 


5 [4 
7 1 - 2 I. „ — — 
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"ae a: all it is very F cult for a truly 


 fohfible woman to be perfectly handſome! Sen- 
ſibility neceſſarily deranges, by its emotions, 


the proportions of the figure: but, in return; 
it beſtows a phyſiognomy in the room of 
, N find at Rome an in- 

tereſting 
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tereſting figure, that moves peu; or, more 
properly ſpeaking, that has a ſoul... But what 
fine hands —and fine hands are ſo beautiful! 


ſo rare Beauty among the Roman fair blow 


quickly, and all at once; the roſe has no buds 
here. A Roman girl is in full beauty at fif- 
teen; and as ſhe does not enliven it by exer- 
ceiſe, neglects it by her indolent gait and atti- 
tudes, and ſtupifies it with too much ſleep, the 
embonpoint in a ſhoxt time over-nouriſhes ever) 
feature, and diſproportions every form; and T 
dare ſay it is to this ſoft indolence, that fades, 
in ſo ſhort a time, all the delicacies, of her l- 
gure, that ſhe owes thoſe beautiful ſhoulders 
_ ſhe'diſplays ſo laviſhly, and with ſo much pride; 
to the eyes of her gazing admirers. Another 
reaſon why beauty paſſes ſo. rapidly away at 
Rome, is, that it keeps always confined, al- 
ways in the ſhade. Beauty, like other flowers, 
ow in — of the f een 
4 1 2 
5 ads Ha lay: a four Ho on the 
voice of the Roman ladies, for that is an arti- 
cle of great conſequence to the ſex. Of. vrhat 
importance is not the voice of a woman 
aps of the fair inhabitants of Rome reſembles 
kr $:.% 4 thein 
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their figure ; it is fine, but wants animation: 

u has ſometimes the tender expreffion of feel- 

ing, but ſcarcely ever its accents—in ſhort, let 
a Roman lady ſing before you, her voice will 
not riſe from her heart, nor die away in yours. 7 
There are ſome exceptions, however, to- all 1 
have” been juſt ſaying of the Roman beauties. | 
F know three exceptions— Thereſa, Rofalinda, 

d Palmira y. I is due, that continuaſy | 
— erer Ge bs . and'theirs, -_ 
ate" conftantly on the wing. "Thereſa is Ar. 

mids in miniature, Palmira would have reſem- 

bled Herminia in Herminia's time, and Rofa- 
teaſt motion of her eye-lids is accompanied by 

- 2 grace; the leaſt motion of her lips produces | | 

2 desvenly ſmile—all the three ſiſters are very 

oo accomplifhed* they 'dance—with ſuch eaſe! 

E they ſing· with ſuch expreſſion but no more 
of Roman beauties. One muſt not lay the 
finger on-the down of flowers, nor breathe too 
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LETTER LXI. 
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Non. 


5 4 EN ERED a a church, and read 
on a column the owing bull : | 


1 years indulgence. 70 every one who fo 12 
proy oe the king if F. rance. 


It was in al probability in u the reign if 
Lewis XI. that the pope publiſhed this bull. 


Pf 
' * 


LETTER 


LETTERS OW ITALY. 


— , 
. : 
: £4 F 12 | 5 «@ k — 1 7 ; ; 
: 12 a 8 3 a | : * os ts A. . 
, ” ö 0 


I e 
| | ROME. 


* HAVE . again 
\ this: ating: through modern Rome, in ſearch 
of the remains of the ancient. All that could 
de difinterred of ancient Rome is found muti- - 
_— the barbarians, by fanaticiſm, or by 
:. The Italians preſerve,” however, theſe 
Bo relies with the greateſt care : not through 
taſte, or reſpect for antiquity, but merely 
* through avarice. It is theſe precious remains, 
in fact, that attract, from all corners of the 
world, that croud of foreigners, whoſe curig- | 
— ity has ſupported, for a long time, three 
quarters of Italy. The Italians preſerve theſe 
" ruins, as beggars preſerve their wounds. I felt 
a peculiar ſenſation on entering the mauſoleum _ 
of Auguſtus, and walking in it. This magni- 
ficent palace of death contained a vaſt number 
of apartments ; each member of Auguſtus 8 
family bed his own. I felt a kind of Ws, 


IJ 
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in treading thoſe particles of cold and vain duſt, 
which, united for a moment, had formed the 
body of Octavius, near two thouſand years 


ago. 


A cheatre is now built on this mauſoleum; 
Combats of wild beaſts are exhibited now and 
then in it; and lions are heard ae in won 5 
: ancient: ana: _ n Ap | | 

The este oblige Cn nd a 
Cerſars, with ſo much difficulty and expencez 


from the borders of the Nile to thoſe of the 


Tyber, all engraved in hieroglyphic characters; 
of which the alphabet is loſt; chat riſing, in 
the middle of the ſeven hills, its majeſtic top 
in the air, which reflected the ſun's rays, and diſ- 
penſed the hour of day to all. Rome behold is 
now lying in that corner, with mutilated limbs, 
like a breathleſs corſe, covered with mud and | 
duſt, and with ages that devour it |--ſeparated 
from its baſe, which lies alfo-at:n: diſtanee, on 
which are ſeen- the words: Senatus populufque 
 Romanus; and a little lower: Urbanus pontts 
fes Maximus. Prepoſterous connection oftimed 
How many centuries. does it: not deſtroy ! 


I's A 
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Ol an Trajan's | forum, that column only 
remains, which preſented the image of * 
— the ne, 


| 'The 8 is fill Landing, and As ? 
eueept that inſtead. of the emperor Trajan; it 
how bears St. Peter. This column is admi- 
- Fable for its. proportion, its form, and its fculp- 
Written upon it, in triumphs. On this column 
from amongſt them, the crayon and the pencil 
= ſtill come every day to ſelect expreſſions, atti- 
wmuades, and forms. Its baſe is magnificent; it 
zs covered with helmets, cuiraſſes, ſwords, and 
avaſt number of warlike inftruments ; but the 
greateſt value, and the greatelt intereſt of this 
ſuperb monument, Trajan, is, that it bears thy 
| eee eee 


* — 


—— m 
ble horſes, and the two ſlaves that lead them, 
ſeen on the place of Monte Cavallo, oppoſite 
the pope's palace]! Theſe two groups are ſu- 
blime, both in thought and execution. On the 

baſe of one is . 
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on that of the other the work of Praxiteles-== 
Theſe inſcriptions are evidently modern, and 
yet they do not revolt. Theſe horſes, in ſact, 
are really horſes, but of a particular nature; 
they are marble horſes. Are thoſe men ſlaves ! 
what bodies —what heads !—what legs lie 
what arms |—and then again—what bodies 
ſor it is in that order they ſtrike me. But 

how ſhall this ſlave repreſs the ardour of tha 
' fiery ſteed, ungoverned by a eurb or a bit, wh 
chafes, who n who PONY oaks 
en Voigt 
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WHAT is love among the Roman 
Hb hat it it ean be in a climate; and in the 
- midſt-of manners, where one ſeldem meets 
that render ĩt ſtronger; with _ 
| thoſs prejudices that enhance its value q with 
thoſe moral ideas that embelliſ} it ;- with thoſe 
"reſtraints that endear it; with thoſe circum- 
in our manners, make of that noble paſſion a 

_ happineſs, a triumph, and a virtue. Love 
among the Roman women is an amuſement. 
an intrigue, or a caprice, and but for a ſhort 
time a kind of propenſity; for they wear it off 

extremely faſt: their heart begins to love in 
its puberty. One of love's myſteries; ſhould 
\ - certainly be ſecrecy ; love at Rome is a com- 
mon- place fubje& of converſation, added to 


* 
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rival of a ſtranger, of the preferments that took 
© place in the morning, and of the proceſſion 
| that paſſed in the evening. They talk of it to 
daughters before their mothers, and the mothers 
_ themſelves ſpeak of it before their daughters. A 
mother will naturally ſay in. converſation my 
daughter has loſt her appetite ; ſleep has for- 
, faken her ; ſhe it in love; poor girl juſt with 
as little reſerve. as. if ſhe were faying ſhe hr 
Fat a feurr. I have ſeen. prieſts dance Wink 
voung ladies; it was thought no ſcandal not 
even ridiculous; for here all ſexes, dignities} 
and ages, have neither manners, nor preten- 
Leons nor breeding, that diſtinguiſh and ſepa- 
rate them. An old man, an officer, and a car- 
_ Ginaly\ will talk. love to a young girl in 2 
corner; and 1 in the dark. i The language is a8 
dilute as the climate z the moment you can 
ſfay any thing to a woman, you tell her ever 
thing. Girls, however, are in general pretty 
chaſte; they bear, almoſt all, to the altar tho 
. virginity, not of the heart, but of the body; 
which the Italians ſet infinite value upon. - 
Daughters employ the firſt years of their youth 
. ee mmm, pH 
be. e 3 lx i * 
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5 e > ORR have; received-on. the art of 
| getting a huſhand but as men are upon their 


guard, they lay twenty times their ſnares be- 
fore they can catch one. I hey neglect nothing 


1 
e eee „ 
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The moſt open pes ROLL Frye 
the leaſt the reputation. A woman is chaſte, | 
in proportion as ſhe. is ugly; gallant, in pro- 


portion as ſhe is handſome— What then! ſbe 
bas a gallant. Women quit love, that is to 


Try nat to find among the women here, that 


tenderneſs of heart, which penetrates, engages, 
and enchants; that intimate and ſedret life en- 


joyed in common by two happy lovers; that 


tenderneſs, by which even pains become plea- 
ſures; ready to make the greateſt facrifices ; 
and evermore encreaſing by enjoyment; that 


moral love, in ſhort, which curbs or over- 


rules the ſenſual one, NG 
menen £68 
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Von likewiſe ſeldom 3 e 
- the ſexes, thoſe- n and endearing 
EkEinds 
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| kinds of friendſhip, one of which ſucceeds love, 
. the other imitates it, and both of which rer. 
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miu be l 2 
| | nowned in the deſtiny of Rome; on the border 
of which wiſe Numa reported he converſed 


with his Naiad; and where, many centuries | 
en, e chaſte Veſtals were _ to. - 

5 . | bathe! | . R . E 
— Wust is bevogie* of that dark. 1 ee 
=» - oh ovetſhaded it, and protected it from 

te violence of the wind, the approach of ani- 
mals, and the profane looks of men? Egeria 
= Was not the divinity that ſpoke to Numa 
„ divinity, ye charming waves bfr 
agreeable murmur, - your refreſhing coolneſs— | 
- the whole, in Mort, that lies around Ys. $ 
= - . the Jan of this POT fllence? ' 
_ ” I likewiſs, WELD by jou, feet. your pene 
trating influence! My heart is calm, my 
3 wie ſerene, a} m ſcnſes are at peace.—I a 

> happy, _ 
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+ happy” And yet, delightful fountain, when 
che moſs, - the turf, the violet, che honey- 
_ fuckle, and the hawthorn, covered” you, in- 
ſtead of this-marble Vault, and they alone 
adorned you, you muſt have been more elo 
quent! With what pleaſure did J liſten to a 
choſe charming waters, which, now free ant 
independent, imply follow nature, guilt” out, 
overflow, or tart up on the moch, on the ſand, 
or on the marble, amidſt the remains of al- 
dient columns? They entertained me with 
all the objects dear to my heart; they — 
them to my recollection; I thought 1 Aw 
them! 1 was delighted with that canopy of 
briars, i ivies, and wild vines, which were wont | 
- _. to, occupy half the ſpace of that marble vault, 
N and which ſuſpended, around the fountain their, 
.._ young. ard gentle. ſhades, waving before the | 
 zephyrs. "Theſe Corinthian capitals, | which 
| ſhining once in the air, ſeemed to cruſh, with 
their weight the earth that bore them-—behold, 
them lying on the ground! Theſe leaves of 
acanthus, fo - Segen 1 ; * e 
covered with nettles. ! 0 
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Let every thing, that erecps, rejoice z. for 
. that climbs, falls! Rut I muſt quit 
_ thee, delicious fountain.! No langer now 
wand thy place be in the middle of theſe 
ſilent and deſerted fields, but in the middle 
of / dias. or at leaſt, in the midſt of a coun» 
try where flocks might. be ſeen haſtening to- 
gether ta drink at thy ſource ; thegherds,. ren 
\ poling of: thy borders, and ſhepherdeſſes mu- 
. murmucing of thy waves l duch arc | 
de walks e take when: e 
one. 
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= 8 marbles, and medals, with number. 


- Teſs productions of natural biſtory—T ſhalf carry 
with me ſenfations, fentiments,. and ideas; 3 
and above all, thoſe ideas, ſentinients, and ſen- F 
fations, which naturally riſe at the foot of an 
tique tee ae, of riunga = 
arches, at the bottom. of tombs in ruins, and 
r 5 
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WHAT {hendoar? wh: beauties in 
Df pale of the Villa Borgheſe? ie 18 
an immenſe quantity of columns, pilaſters, 
vaſes, and ornaments, . in alabaſter," marble 


bronze, and porphyry—it would de no exage og 


geration to ſay, that all is porphyry, bronze, 
Hlabaſter,-and' marble; - But too much magni. 


ficence is certainly a fault.— To much ſplen- 
dour coneeals beauty, If you would have me 
judge, whether this woman is handſome” r 
not, take away thoſe diamonds; take away 

_ thoſe ortraments—do not prevent my ſeeing her- 
There is but one way of adorning beauty; 
chat way is, ſewing it, or rather permitting _. 
it to be ſeen.— Through all that Mſplay x : 
gold, porphyry, and marble which I faw, 1 
was able, however, to diſtinguiſh a Curtius, 
ready to plunge into the gulph, The hero and 
the coutſer are really fallen! The ey eye pars 
OS OT Re Os ENS 


With 
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wich What efforts the ſteed ſtruggles againft 
the mighty weight that urges him on! how 
- reluctantly does he enter the fathomleſs abys 
Curtius, on the comtrary, 'fubmits with a de- = 5 
voted countenance—he haſtens to the preci- 
pice de plunges into it! a wonderful contraſt 
between the phyſical power that yields, and the - 
4 moral one chat triumphs. —Behold the buſt of "nM 
Marcus Aurelius! Let us decypher his mind _— 
5 and his heart in every one of his features, — 
Ves, Marcus Aurelius muſt have had that me- 
lancholy look: he loved mankind, . he wiſhed : 
to make them happy; he knew'them. This 
_ buſt is compleat; the chiſſel took delight in 
- repreſenting Marcus Aurelius; it pauſed, and 
pondered every where. How ſweetly does the 
ſoul enjoy in contemplation, - the traits of good 
princes ! Their image furniſhes the moſt 7 
licious treat for her. We fancy for a moment 
that we are in the preſence of the gods !—But . 
I muſt not forget to mention the Sally - 
In the Hercules of the Farheſe-palace, art has 
ſbewn all the ſtrength that the human body is + FF © 
capable oH -in the gladiator of the Borgheſe 
palace, art has ſhewn all the vigour that 
nan FOR diſplay. - Jou fancy wth | 
Rs . | victorious HR 


© Thx x 


LETTERS ON ITALY. 239 
victorious blow is already given by the gladia- 
_  - tor's hand—he ſtrikes his antagoniſt Nin his 
very look we ſee the death of his adverſary! ! 
What wonderful ſxill, and maſterly propor- 
tions, do theſe three lines of marble, on Which 
dhe gladiator is collected, and fixed, contain ! 


Taube group of Apollo purſuing Daphne does 
4 Honour to Bernini's chiſſel. Apollo reaches | 
Daphne, who ſuddenly changes into a laurel. ' 
Her diſhevelled locks are now turned into 4 
leaves; her delicate feet ſpread under ground 
in roots; a rindy ſubſtance covers her beautiful 
boſom, and young ſupple branches ſupply the 
place of her tender arms. Loofe to the wind 
flow the golden locks of Apollo. Do you recol- 
lect the charming prayer that Ovid puts into 
che mouth of the Delian God :( Do not run 
ſo faſt, my Daphne, upon theſe ſtones. Ah |! 
moderate thy fteps, cruel nymph, I'll not 
purſue thee ſo ſwiftly :” — Maderatius | inſequar 
ip. -I thought I heard the prayer on looking 
at the group. But I can no longer admire— 
no longer can I look, nor any longer ſee.— 
Senſibility is EY * 93 Ge. - 
Eo: 
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